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BUTTERCUPS
A N I T A MI LLER ELVIDGE

I wonder if children bring buttercups to their teachers today. I
wonder if class-rooms have wide, attractive window sills where
teachers' vases, full of lilacs and buttercups can glow and
glis ten in the sunshine, and make children glad they sit near the
window and glimpse the green tree-tops, as they catch a whiff
of lilacs.
Early in the morning, before the sun was up, when I was
young, I would put my alarm clock- a big shiny one with the bell
on top- inside my middy blouse, get on my bicycle and ride to
the end of the street where there were no more sleeping houses
- only fields and fields of tall green grass and golden buttercups.
The dew would be on the grass and threads of cobwebs. Gradually the sun would come over the oak-studded Berkeley hills and
everything would sparkle.
Sometimes a meadow-lark would fly suddenly from its hidden
nest. Never was the nest discovered although I always stopped
to search. Occasionally there would be the thrill of finding a wild
blue onion lily or a pink one. There was the satisfaction of feeling down the long stems of the shining buttercups for the best
place to break them, the snap of the stalks and the growing size
of the bunch.
Those California hills and fields now are thickly covered with
homes and apartments, paved streets and clipped lawns. Gone
are the meadow-larks and wild flowers that grew so pleasantly
close to home and school But surely, there must be teachers
who still/ike buttercups and little girls who gather them.
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Afloat to Stockton
j EFFREY SCHWEITZER

As the days pass fewer and fewer of those who had the pleasure
of riding on the river steamers survive. On the Sacramento and
San Joaquin Rivers there had been over the years 1848-1942 about
280 steamers, mostly paddle-wheel stern-wheelers, about 50 sidewheelers, and maybe a dozen propellor driven . A few were iron
built and only two, the Deltas, of steel. Except for the Capital
(1866-1896), 1989 tons and 277 feet long, the Deltas were the
biggest, each 1837 tons and 250 feet long . Naturally all had to be
of shallow draft and with few exceptions they were slow .
I often rode to Stockton on the two Deltas, the King and the
Queen, but more often to Stockton on such as the Port of Stockton,
the]. D. Peters, and the T. C. Walker (No . 2) . But it was only on
the trips to Stockton that anything unusual happened, hence the
title.
The Stockton boats sailed from San Francisco daily at 5 P.M.,
the Sacramento boats at 6 P .M . A social feeling prevailed on the
Stockton boats; it seemed to be more formal on those to
Sacramento. Both at Sacramento and Stockton the steamers arrived early in the morning and a passenger arose at his leisure.
On an afternoon shortly before a friend, Alan G. Fraser, a witty
Scotchman , and I were to leave on the Stocktvn evening boat,
Harry Clary, of Mokelumne Hill, another good friend, dropped in
on me. When told of our trip Harry remarked that if the captain (I
greatly regret that I have forgotten his name) were aboard to
introduce ourselves, tell him that you are "my friends" and he will
invite you to the pilot-house . While Mr. Fraser and I were standing on the deck watching the passengers climb the gang-plank, the
captain came along. He was a big, handsome man . I stopped him,
told him that we were friends of Harry and that started him,
praising Harry and at the end, as Harry said he would, invited us
to the pilot-house after we had had dinner. We were pleased to
accept. His mate and he were there, the mate at the steeringwheel. It was dark when we entered Carquinez Straits and at that
time fishing must have been good because the straits were crowded
with small, anchored fishing boats. Of course all had lights but
nevertheless it took skill to navigate through them and the captain

1

was not bashful expressing himself. I picked up several expressive
expressions; too bad that I cannot repeat them here . It was
approaching midnight so expressing our thanks, we went to our
staterooms to bed . I am sorry that I never saw the captain again;
he was a fine fellow and I would have liked to have repeated my
thanks and shown him some attention. It has been my only one
pilot-house experience .
On another trip I was awakened about 2 A.M. by men running
along the deck. I realized that the boat had quite a list and got up
to look out the window . We were at Martinez where the steamers
took on fuel oil. The boat was stuck on a sand bar and the tide was
low; to get free it must wait for the high tide. That meant a delay
of hours. After breakfast I stood on the deck; it was early spring
and we were passing through the tules. Always before at this point
of the trip it was dark; now it was light and I was amazed and
delighted to watch the myriad of birds of many colors and sizes
feeding and chirpping. The captain, a small fellow and polite,
came along, stopped, and said he hoped the delay had not caused
any inconvenience. I replied it had, a slight one, but I was glad of
it because I had never before been through the tules during daylight and so never before had heard such a chorus and witnessed
such a startling sight . I had intended taking the 8 o'clock bus to
Mokelumne Hill. That departure time had long passed when the
boat reached Stockton so I decided to take the afternoon bus to
Jackson . At that time John Smally, of Jackson, ran two buses every
day each way between Jackson and Stockton and Sacramento .
As already noted we ate breakfast and dinner .aboard the
steamers . The dining rooms were large and airy with big glass
windows so as we ate we were able to observe the passing shore .
Filipino boys waited on tables; they also tended the staterooms and
always appeared to be cheerful, in good humor and inclined to
laugh. I remember the breakfast menu well: fruit, hot or cold
cereal, two eggs any style with ham or bacon or sausage with
toast, hot cakes, coffee or tea or milk, Guess the cost? 35 cents; yes,
that is correct, thirty-five cents!
I have forgotten the cost of the complete dinner, 60 or 75 cents.
On the trip down to San Francisco celery was served; on the up
trip to Stockton, ripe olives, an item of which I am particularly
fond. On one occasion the witty Fraser pointing to me told the
Filipino waiter that I was the champion olive eater of the world.
The boy said nothing but started to laugh. The next we saw of him
he was marching through the room carrying a platter, about 12 by
18 inches, piled high with a pyramid of ripe olives. It was placed
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before me . He was shaking with laughter and the entire dining
room and kitchen crews were standing at the kitchen door laughing heartily too. It was a grand joke.
The motor car helped greatly to bring the river steamers to their
final end. They were slow, yes, but to travel them was restful and
comfortable and convenient and I miss them. I am glad that I
lived during the time they were still running.

Delta Queen and Delta King.

3

Some Sources of
Jack London's Titles
A Preliminary Comment
RoBIN LAMPSON

Where did the imaginative and resourceful Jack London get the
attractive and memorable titles which he gave his short stories and
novels? A considered and at least somewhat informed reply on my
part would consist of three answers: first, some were entirely his
own - they "just popped up in his head" while he was planning or
writing his story; second, others he found in his own words while
checking his always handwritten manuscripts; and third, still others
he borrowed from other authors.
Before going any further I wish to emphasize that I find nothing
opprobrious in this third category, which is the one here under consideration. The practice of an author appropriating, for the title of
his work, an outstanding or brilliantly apt phrase from the work of
another is perhaps as old as the second generation of writers on this
planet . Certainly an attractive and appropriate phrase from
another author has been effectively- and unblushingly- used
(more often than not without attribution!) as the title of a poem,
play, story, novel or essay so often and so widely for so long that any
attempt to list all of them to be found in English -language literature alone would fill quite a hefty volume.
Shakespeare borrowed so freely from others, lifting not only
phrases and titles but also whole poems, plots, and entire plays
which he revamped or rewrote (and almost invariably improvedor else we might never have heard of them) that it seems entirely
fitting, a matter of simple "poetic justice," that hundreds if not
thousands of authors have since taken their titles from him! However, while I see nothing culpable in all this, it would seem that a
bit of grateful acknowledgement here and there along the way
would have helped to sweeten the literary atmosphere. Also, I
hardly need point out that while no unworthy work can ever be
redeemed by even the most brilliant title, borrowed or original, it
is equally true that such a title can gleam like a beacon at the
masthead of a worthy piece of writing.
.
We have to mention only a few random examples : George
Bernard Shaw's Arms and the Man, a title which he took from
4

Dryden's translation of the opening line of Virgil's Aeneid, "arma
virumque." John Steinbeck was a master title-borrower; his Grapes
of Wrath was taken, of course, from Julia Ward Howe's "Battle
Hymn of the Republic." For his novel In Dubious Battle he found
a title in line 104 of Milton's Paradise Lost; and the novelette OJ
Mice and Men gained its title, of course, from Robert Burns' poem
"To a Mouse" which tells us what often happens to "the best laid
schemes of mice and men." Also, Steinbeck's East of Eden found its
title in Genesis 4:16, thus reminding us that The Bible alone
probably surpasses the Bard of Avon as a source of help for a
writer in a time of trouble in finding a title.
Perhaps the most imaginative and brilliant distiller of titles from
Shakespeare (and from others ranging from Marlowe, Milton and
Pope to George Eliot) was Aldous Huxley. In The Bard's works he
found the mash for Brief Candles (Macbeth, V, v, 23), Brave New
World (The Tempest, V, i, 183), and Music at Night (King
Richard II, II, i, 12) .
For many years I have planned to write a paper on "borrowed
titles," and have kept copious notes. But this start on such a study
is prompted by the publication in France of a new translation, by
Alice Bossuet, of Jack London's Burning Daylight (with foreword
by Francis Lacassin; published by Union Generale d'Editions, 8,
Rue Garanciere, Paris) under the unfortunate title of Radieuse
Aurore, or Radiant Dawn. As anyone who is familiar with
Shakespeare's The Merry Wives of Windsor or Romeo and Juliet
knows, "to burn daylight" means "to waste time" - a phrase of
prime significance to London, who had thoroughly experienced
the cruel brevity of Arctic winter daylight in Alaska's Yukon while
he was taking part, in 1897-8, in the Klondike gold rush. It is quite
understandable how such a knickname should be given to a fellow
who kept urging on his comrades (as well as himself) by reminding
them, "Come on you fellows! We're burning daylight! Keep
moving!"
As for the title of London's most famous story, the novelette The
Call of the Wild- a title which neither he nor his magazine and
book publishers liked before publication- one can only ponder
upon and wonder about what success the tale might have enjoyed
under a less commonplace beacon to attract readers. It is hard to
imagine a triter title: anyone who went fishing or hunting or
swimming or hiking or camping, anywhere from the seashore or in
or along or on a creek or river or lake, or into the woods or hills or
mountains for an outing, or for a vacation at an old-fashioned
summer resort, was heeding "the call of the wild," an expression
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that is probably as old as the English language- yet so commonplace that it has not been accorded mention in Bartlett's Familiar
Quotations. However, The Call of the Wild (note the capital
letters!) is at last duly recognized as a "Title" and credited to
London in the latest (1966) revised edition of The Oxford Dictionary of Quotations.
Dale L. Walker and James E. Sisson III, in their most helpful
chronological bibliography, The Fiction of Jack London, (Texas
Western Press, University of Texas at El Paso, 1972), indicate the
source of London's title for his early (high school) story, "One
More Unfortunate" -from the opening line of Thomas Hood's
famous poem, "The Bridge of Sighs."
The story, "The God of His Fathers," which gives its name to a
volume of collected tales by London, is a title reminiscent of "God
of our fathers, known of old," the opening line of "Recessional" by
Kipling- one of Jack London's favorite authors.
If there is one title of London's whose source neet not be
explained, I imagine it would be The Cruise of the Snark. It seems
hardly necessary to mention that the name given the craft which
he sailed to and around the southern Pacific seas, the Snark , was
lifted, bowsprit, rudder and all, from Lewis Carroll's child-larious
poem, "The Hunting of the Snark." (If you haven't read this
delightful poem in recent years, why not give yourself a treat?)
London's 1909 story, "South of the Slot," recalls a feature of San
Francisco that has not yet entirely disappeared - the slot that runs
along between the cable-car tracks. The cable cars once ran along
Market Street, the city's main thoroughfare, and the phrase "South
of the Slot" meant that part of the metropolis containing the factories, railroads and rail yards, depots and warehouses, and the
humbler homes of the less affluent working class.
The title, "In a Far Country," is doubtless an echo right out of
The Bible, with which London, a voracious and omnivorous
reader, was quite familiar. Cruden's Complete Concordance lists "a
far country," preceded by one of the prepositions from, out, of, in
or into, no less than ·eleven times.
London's ninth published short story, "The White Silence," for
which Overland Monthly paid him $7.50, and which appeared in
their February, 1899, issue, gets its title from a poem by Joaquin
Miller, who lived in Oakland, knew London, and also participated
in the Klondike gold rush. But, as with London, the only considerable gold which Joaquin Miller panned in Alaska was literary, and
chiefly revealed in his poem "The Yukon"- a poem whose claim to
fame may lie chiefly in its having supplied a title for one of
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London's finest short stories, as indicated by italics ending the
following quotation:
The moon resumed all heaven now;
She shepherded the stars below
Along her wide, white steeps of snow .
How loud the silence! 0, how loud!
How more than beautiful the shroud
Of dead Light in the moon-mad north.
But 0, beware that moon, beware
Her ghostly, graveyard, moon-mad stare!
Beware white silence more than white!
The title story of London's 40th book, Dutch Courage and Other
Stories, is capped by a recognized term of common English speech,
defined separately in Webster's Third International Dictionary
(1963) as "courage due to intoxicants or other artificial stimulation," with two exemplary usages, (neither of them - significantly
-attributed to London): "had to serve himself with Dutch
courage to face a skilled gunfighter"- W. S. Campbell; "singing
and crooning old Irish airs to give myself Dutch courage."S. J. Roche.
John Barleycorn, London's 28th published book, (1913), gets its
title from a term long used to personify distilled or "hard" liquor,
and was possibly suggested to London by Robert Burns' poem with
the same title which states :
John Barleycorn got up again,
And sore surprised them all .
Considered generally as autobiographical, this novel has been
variously termed "a classic of alcoholism," "a literary masterpiece,"
and "the greatest book which Jack London ever wrote."

JACK LONDON'S BOOKPLATE
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THE FISHERMEN OF
SAN FRANCISCO BAY
The Men of 'Italy Harbor'
DEANNA PAOLI GUMINA

Fisherman

s Wharf ca.

1899.

Gaetano Tarantino looks younger than his ninety~two years. He
is a short and slight man whose thinned hair is a musty brown. His
eyes, also brown, are mellow. Old age has been kind to Gaetano;
it has not disturbed the handsome features of his face. He is
soft-spoken and answers questions with honest simplicity. If his
memory fails him, he does not pretend, but humbly claims that he
doesn't remember.
Gaetano Tarantino came to San Francisco sometime in 1883
when he was 16 years old. He had traveled from his native home
in Sant'Eila, Sicily where he had been a fisherman . He left his
home for what seemed to be a lark. His employer had promised to
give him his youngest daughter in marriage if Gaetano would go to
San Francisco for a brief stay and fish. But once Gaetano had
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arrived in San Francisco, he never returned home. He purchased a
boat and set out to fish salmon. Within a few years, he doesn't
remember exactly when, he purchased another boat and hired a
second crew and became one of the most successful salmon
fishermen of San Francisco Bay. Self-employed and independent,
Gaetano Tarantino's story is typical of many Italian fishermen who
sought their livelihood from the Bay. '
At the time that Gaetano Tarantino joined the Bay fishing
community in 1883, the Italians were considered to be the most
numerous of all the national groups engaged in fishing as well as
the most ambitious. 2 Their reliance upon the paranzella, a tightly
knitted meshed trawling net dragged along the floor of the Bay,
and the felucca, a lateen-rigged vessel built to withstand high
winds and rough waters gave the Italians an advantage over the
Spanish, Portuguese, Greek, Slovianian, Dutch and Chinese fishermen active in the Bay. 3
The effectiveness of the Italians as a work force, however, was
influenced by the spirit of companilismo, one's loyalty towards
their birthplace and home which bond groups of fishermen together according to their provincial origins. This bond in turn
created a provincial specialization in the types of fish they pursued .
The Genoese fishermen from the seaport city of Genoa and the
neighboring towns along the Ligurian coast, and the Sicilian
fishermen from the island province of Sicily were mostly responsible for this structure. The Genoese concentrated in deep-sea fish ing, especially tuna and were intent upon developing a state-wide
market, whereas the Sicilians met the demands of the local markets
and specialized in fresh and inshore fishing. 4 The remaining Italian
fishermen, many from Tuscany, Calabria and Naples alined themselves with either group depending upon their speciality.
It was the Sicilian fishermen, however, dressed in gun boots,
checkered flannel shirts, blue trousers and fur hats, who cornered
the fishing industry of San Francisco. They developed one of the
City's most profitable food markets and gave to the Italian settlement a sound economic building block . Most were from Palermo,
or the small villages of Portocello, Sant'Eila, or Isola Della
Femmine. They had migrated individually like Gaetano Tarantino,
or in family groups as the Alioto brothers, Crivellos, Sabellas,
Gandolfos. 5 Some came directly to San Francisco, while others
stopped off and worked in the coastal fishing towns of Monterey,
Martinez, San Pedro, Santa Cruz or Pittsburg following the runs of
the seasonal fish .
In San Francisco, the Sicilian fishermen formed two colonies:
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one at the base of Telegraph Hill in the larger Italian settlement of
North Beach, and the other at the headwaters of the Bay at Black
Diamond, today Hunter's Point. 6 In both colonies, they were
regarded by American onlookers as frugal and thrifty living well
within their means. They valued the sanctity of the home, cared
for the elderly and needy among them and were not considered a
law-breaking class. The Black Diamond colony, because of its distance from the center of San Francisco, presented an orderly and
stable appearance with many of the fisherman having secured
loans from the local lumber companies to construct their homes . It
was, however, the Telegraph Hill colony, a few minutes walk from
the wharf area that became the more important.
The streets that led away from Telegraph Hill to the wharf
Vallejo, Green and Union streets, had in succession from the 1850s
to 1885 served both as the wharf area and market place of the
fishermen. Each t!.me the waterfront was filled with reclaimed
land to accomodate the deepwater ships, the feluccas and fishing
smacks were moved over to the neighboring wharf. By 1885, the
fishing fleet was relocated at the foot of Filbert Street and remained there until 1900 when the State of California appropriated
funds for the establishment of San Francisco's present Fishermen's
Wharf at Taylor and Jefferson streets.
The Filbert Street wharf, then known as "Italy Harbor, 7'' consisted of two L-shaped wharves with overlapping wings which enclosed a protected basin 400 feet long by 350 feet wide. Here, the
feluccas were moored side by side. 8 Topside, the fishermen availed
themselves of the boilerhouse, or fishing smacks, which housed vats
used to clean lines and nets in an oak bark solution or dye the sails .
Close by was a slip to haul the boats dockside for repairs . 9 At the
end of the wharf area was the market place which came alive at
around midnight when the fishermen arrived at the wharf and
hurriedly unloaded their cargoes of fresh fish .
The wharf sale began between two and three a.m. Mondays
through Thursdays and one a .m. on Friday and continued until all
the fish was sold. Except for Sundays and Christian holy days San
Franciscans were assured of daily catches of rock cod, sardine,
crab, salmon, perch, striped bass, fingerling bass, lobster, clam,
herring, oyster and even turtle.
While the buyers and fish brokers sorted through the piles of fish
spread out on marble-topped counters, the street peddlers and
hawkers haggled with the fishermen for bargains. Once they found
the day's best buys, these peddlers loaded their wagons and made
their way out to the streets waking housewives with their cries of
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Lateen-rigged feluccas docked at Fishermen's Wharf, or "Italy
Harbor" ca 1'880s. Note the backside of Telegraph Hill overlooking
the Harbor.
"fresh fish" or with the unmusical tooting of their fish horns. The
Chinese hawkers, who were considered the best of all the pedestrian peddlers, carried their fish in baskets hanging from the yokes
balanced across their shoulders.
By daybreak, most of the fish was sold and delivered to retail
markets . If any large catches remained, the fishermen quickly
disposed of them for any fair price . At the close of the market day,
the tired fishermen mended their nets, baited hooks, coiled
loosened lines and scrubbed the false bottoms of boats . Those who
were going out overnight, packed their provisions .
A good portion of the fishermen's profits were spent for the
berthing and maintenance of a felucca. The state charged weekly
dock fees according to the number of men employed on one boat.
A five man boat paid $1.25; three men were . 75; two men were
.50; and one paid .25 . Usually there were no less than three men to
one boat. Sometimes, the fee varied and a felucca owner was
charged between 75 cents and a dollar according to the length of
his boat. 10 If an entire crew owned a felucca, the costs were
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Crab fishermen hauling in a good day's catch. Note the circular
traps exclusively used for crab trapping.
divided equally among the partners. With hired crews who were
paid either a salary agreed to at the beginning of the season , or
worked for a percentage of the proceeds, the boat counted as one
man and received equal compensation. The averaging earning of a
fisherman in 1882 ranged between $4.00 to $4 .50 per day. In
1888, on a percentage basis, $700 was a top share for a season with
$300 the low figure. 11 To make ends meet, many wives mended
the heavy brown nets belonging to their husband's, or they took in
nets from other boats. 12
In addition to these expenses, some of the fishermen rented for
"two bits per man per week" a stall in the marketplace to display
their catches. 14 Most, however, sold directly from their boats to
fish brokers who charged a commission fee for their services. These
fish brokers, once fishermen themselves, were the market's money
men, setting the market's daily rates thus controlling the supply
and demand of the market. It was rumored that the fish brokers
made their fortunes by deliberately overstocking the market and
cutting the fishermen out of their profits. A fish broker might
easily loan a fisherman money for a felucca or finance him for a

12

season of fishing, however, they were quick to claim the collateral
for which the fishermen scorned them.
To lessen the bitter competition between the individual fisher men and to curb the merciless methods of the fish brokers, a
cooperative agreement was arranged. When the morning market
was threatened with an overstock of 30 or more cargoes of one
species, the crew of each boat was instructed to fill a box containing 80 pounds of fish which was then turned over to one dealer or
agent who sold each boat's catch in successive turns until all the
fish were sold or the demand diminished. Tempers flared when the
brokers took advantage of the illiteracy of the fishermen to read
the scales. Every Saturday night, a representative from each boat
received the weekly proceeds from the agent and then divided the
profits among all the partners. 1 5
A good catch brought in a fair profit which depended upon a
sturdy fast boat. Since there were few set lines or plans for the
building of a felucca, the builder used a set of molds as models
which varied according to the desires of the owner and the type of
fish gamed . 16 These "Dago fishing boats" were distinctively Mediterranean with brown lateen rigged sails, shallow hulls, long and
narrow cockpits and Italian rounded oars. Some had a sprit sail rig
which enabled the small boats to easily sail in the wind. The size of
the feluccas ranged from about 20 to 36 feet in length with the 28
foot boats used outside the Golden Gate . They carried 800 to 1500
pounds of stone ballast in the hold which gave them the ability to
rise lightly over any wave. The frames were made from eastern
oak and the planks were Oregon cedar . 17
. The feluccas were small but powerful enough to carry a heavy
press of sail in the strong winds of the Bay so well that they gained
for the fishermen the reputations of being remarkable seamen.
These "work horses" could run, tack and point faster, shorter and
higher than many larger crafts . 18 They were equipped with one or
two pairs of sweeps for the crews to row home in calm weather. 19
A felucca that carried a crew of four to six men ready for sea
complete with sails and riggings was priced in 1890 from $1,000 to
$1,200 and normally lasted 12 to 15 years . 20
Between 1900 and the United State's entry into World War One,
several major changes affected the development of the wharf.
"Italy Harbor" was moved from Filbert Street to a new location at
Taylor and Jefferson Streets and became known as "Fishermen's
Wharf." The Bay fishermen formed protective associations
marking the most explosive period in their history, and engines
replaced sails .
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During 1900 to 1901, the state set aside the waterfront area
between Taylor and Leavenworth Streets for the use of the com mercial fishing fleet and rented on a yearly basis the buildings
wharfside. 21 From the railroad tracks on Jefferson Street north to
the Bay was state property designated as the new "Fishermen's
Wharf," while the rest of the area south of the tracks belonged to
the city of San Francisco. 22 The new Taylor Street wharf was built
in aU-shaped parallel with Jefferson Street which connected both .
Beneath the shelter of the area were berthed the feluccas, crab
boats, and other fishing boats . In the middle of the Taylor street
wharf was the wharfinger, the center of the operations for the
entire wharf where the fishermen cleaned and piled their fish and
laid out their nets and equipment . Small tables were set up as
outdoor market stalls along the wharf so as to permit the fishermen
to sell their fish independent of the fish brokers. All the activities
scattered along the Vallejo, Green, Union and Filbert Streets
wharves were now permanently concentrated in one area .
At this time, the fishing industry of California had so rapidly increased production that it became the nation's second leading
fishery. The San Francisco Bay community led the state in the production of salmon and sardine, while southern California developed the tuna-albacore industry. This development also meant the
rise of pressure groups who sought the enforcement of conservation
laws and brought their influences to bear upon the local fishermen
and this proved explosive. 23
The Italian fishermen had been early advocates of the local
labor movement organizing series of quasi-labor and benevolent
societies . 24 The impetus for the rise of these societies was an attempt to protect themselves from the ill-effects of discriminatory
legislation . The San Francisco Board of Supervisors imposed in
October 1864 a $25 quarterly license fee upon the Chinese
fishermen and peddlers in a move to eliminate them from the
market. This, however, upset the profits made by the Italian fishermen since the Chinese purchased the bulk of their fresh fish from
the Italians . In retaliation, the Italian fishermen struck and formed
their own union, the Fishermen's Association on October 18,
1864. 25
Six years later, in 1870, the Fishermen's Association was succeeded by the Fishermen's Mutual Aid Society of San Francisco
with 500 members, and by 1877 it had become the Fishermen's
Protective and Benevolent Association and headquartered on the
Vallejo Street wharf. 26 Periodic meetings were held, dues were
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paid and accident-illness insurance plus widow's benefits were
granted to the Italian Bay fishermen. Five years later, between the
fall of 1882 and the spring of 1883, the Italian fishermen through
the growing power of the San Francisco Trades Assembly,
organized the first official Italian Fishermen's Union and rented
the Filbert Street wharf from the state as their headquarters and
marketplace. 27
These unions, however, were lax in the enforcement of conservation laws. Although the Italian fishermen, for the most part,
understood the necessity of protecting the young or undersized fish
and the female of the species, salmon, shad, rock cod, striped bass
and crab were threatened by extinction from over-zealous fishermen eager for side-money . So long as they were not caught by
game wardens, they justified the usage of illegal nets and
trappings.
Similarly ineffective was the "Fish Patrol" instituted by the California Fish and Game Commission to crack down upon illegal
fishing and poaching throughout the waterways of the state. Unfortunately, the California legislature had failed to pass substantial
laws that gave the "Fish Patrol" any real authority aside from imposing heavy cash fines. The consequence was a tragic drama
between youthful deputies who flashed guns in the faces of suspected violators and fishermen who armed themselves in what they
considered were acts of self-defense. 28
The fishermen were locked in a dilemma which portended to
rob them of any and all profits. On one side of the dilemma, the
deputies of the "Fish Patrol" menaced their lives, confiscating illegal traps and nets which cost the fishermen dearly and prevented
them from catching fish during times and seasons that would have
reaped a healthy profit. 29 At the other side of the dilemma were
the fish brokers who continued to charge high commission rates
and had further cut into the fishermen's profits by forming
"Trusts" to set the market prices of certain species. In desparation,
the Italian fishermen formed protective associations governing
their specialties as the Rock Cod Association, Striped Bass Association and the Crab Fishermen Protective Association. These
associations functioned similarly through which the members
agreed to adhere to the conservation laws.
The crab fishermen were the first to unite. In contrast to the rest
of the Bay fishermen, these fishermen worked alone in small one
man cat boats. They earned a tight living, paying wharf, net and
dock fees in addition to the commission retained by the fish
brokers. A sturdy cat boat complete with rigging cost from $150 to
15

Fisherman mending his nets. Note his hands.
$350 minus the fishing gear which ran about $33. 3 ° Crab fishing
was cruelly monopolized and controlled through a crab trust
which fixed the market price through an executive committee of
twenty men. "Crab wars" broke out periodically with the tasty
crustacaens being sold for as low as a nickel apiece.
The Crab Fishermen's Protective Association was organized to
protect the species from extinction and to give the fishermen a
better bargaining position with the fish brokers. In 1913, membership reached 175 under the management of Antonio Farina, a dry
goods merchant 31 who was responsible for the enforcement of the
Association's regulations. Fishermen were required to turn into
Farina a daily limit of four dozen crabs which were marked up
4% for market. The market price was set according to the market's
need and a minimum price of 25 • per crab was established. To
avoid a market glut, the surplus crabs were crated and stored at
Fishermen's Cove off Powell Street until the Department of Health
condemned the practice because of the closeness of the sewer
drain. The crabs were then kept alive in wooden boxes lowered beneath the docks for another day's market. 32
The crab fishermen had seemingly won their battles, but the rest
of the fishermen who caught fresh and inshore species were overwhelmed by the power of the "fish trust," a combination of the
fish wholesalers and brokers. Fishermen under contract to these
firms, accused them of over pricing the fish making a profit for
themselves while holding to a low price for the fishermen. If the
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fishermen could eliminate the fish brokers, then they could reduce
the retail price. They proposed that the size of the day's catch
would determine the market price: the smaller the catch, the
higher the price; and the larger the catch, the lower the price. 33
The state market director stepped into the dispute, not so much in
favor of the fishermen, but in an attempt to regulate the price of
fish for the consumer.
The five major San Francisco companies involved in the "fish
trust:" A. Paladini, Western California Fish Company, San
Francisco International Fish Company, and Independent Fish
Company formed a syndicate under the head of an elected commodore who assigned the daily fishing grounds for each company's
crews. At the end of the day, the fishermen brought their catches
to the central wharf where the boats were unloaded and the crews
were allotted the following day's equipment based upon the size of
their catches . 34 The state market director ensured the success of
this operation when he proposed to revoke the licenses of the fish
wholesalers who charged more than the maximum prices established . 35 Although the program was successful, it was discontinued
at the end of World War I with few reasons given for its
abandonment.
During these years of "crab wars" and "fish trusts," the introduction of the single cylinder gasoline engine modernized the Bay
fishing industry. Easily installed in feluccas and small half-decked
vessels, the gas engines increased the efficiency and speed of the
fishing boats and allowed them to stay out longer without the fear

Fisherman s Wharf during the 1930s. Note the types of fishing vessell;, both sailed rigged and engine powered purse seiners.
(All photos, San Francisco History Room/ Special Collections, San Francisco Public library.)
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that the breeze might fail to bring them home. Union, FriscoStandard, Atlas, Imperial and the Enterprise were the early brands
of engines upon which most fishermen depended.
Frank Hicks, a local designer who tinkered with engines for a
decade, constructed one which doomed all sail-rigged fishing
boats . The Hicks engine was hand-started and used only for heavy
duty purposes. There was a mini~um of upkeep, low operating
costs and it handled safely and smoothly. For at least 25 years, the
Hicks engine dominated California waters with over 80 % of the
fishing boats using 6 to 35 horse power engines . 36
These engines led to a new style in the construction of fishing
boats. In 1912, the larger and more sturdy Monterey fishing boats
with their chicken-beaked clipper bows began to replace the
feluccas. Powered with a Hicks engine, the Montereys were built
as work boats, equipped to do more than one kind of fishing . The
long poles towering high above the decks were lowered for salmon
trawling; crab nets could be quickly tossed over the sides; and the
gurdy, a power-reeled pully lifted the strained fishing lines. The
Montereys were large boats that accommodated the crew for overnight trips and were heavy enough to sustain the pounding of
turbulent seas.
There was one other innovation which happened at the same
time as the introduction of the gas engines, the Montereys and the
gurdy. Although it did not modernize the Bay fishing industry per
se, it did change the physical appearance of Fishermen's Wharf.
Along the wharf between the fish houses were small standup coffee
stands and chowder counters which catered to the hearty appetites
of the cold and hungry fishermen. 37 Tomaso Castagnola had a
"feeling" that fish cocktails and fried fish would go over in a big
way and in 1916 he received the first permit to dispense seafood
cocktails in his small restaurant. The state granted nine other
assignments to other businesses on the Taylor Street wharf which
were combination fish markets and eating houses. Tourists were
told that the best day to visit the wharf was on a Thursday when
the heaviest hauls were brought in for the Friday trade. 38 As they
watched the fish dealers in action and the crabs boiling in the
brick cauldrons, they sat and ate fresh seafood cocktails or fried
prawns, scallops or thick chowders.
Crabs and shrimps, abundant in San Francisco Bay, made Fishermen's Wharf world famous . Both San Franciscans and tourists
came to the wharf for a highly seasoned bowl of crab cioppino
(stew), or a refreshing shrimp or crab walk-away cocktail only a
nickel then . With the increase of a transient population due to the
1
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Second World War, Fishermen's Wharf became one of San Francisco's most scenic spots . 39
Regretfully, the onset of World War Two created the darkest
day in the history of the Italian Bay fishing colony. The United
States Army was ordered in January 1942 to take over operations
of all the piers and surrounding wharf area. Since most of the
Italian fishermen were aliens, they were forbidden to return to
their boats, and the owners of the wharf businesses were evicted.
As aliens, the fishermen were suspect, but as many of them
pleaded, they were not disloyal to the United States. Many had
become discouraged learning to read and write the English
language and had thereby failed to complete their citizenship
classes. By November 1942, the Secretary of the Navy lifted the
alien restrictions and allowed the fishermen to return to thefr boats
and their beloved Bay. 40
The decades that passed between the time Gaetano Tarantino
joined the Bay fishermen and the outbreak of World War Two
were indeed eventful. His life as a fisherman spanned from those
early days when some fishermen were fortunate to bring home
baskets of fish in payment for wages to the 1930s when the average
annual income of an individual fisherman was about $3,500 . 41
Gaetano Tarantino had been a member of that sailed-rigged
felucca generation who welcomed the advent of the large purseseiners like the Monterey with their powerful gas engines. It was
during those days that all the fishermen did was toss the nets overboard and they were immediately heavy with fish, particularly the
shiny silver sardines so abundant in San Francisco Bay . 'Of course,
that changed too. For some reason unexplainable reason, at least
to the fishermen who remember, sardines stopped migrating into
the Bay during the 1940s and the fishermen lost their most
profitable item.
The men of Italy Harbor are long gone, except for a few like
Gaetano Tarantino whose days are now filled with nostalgic longings. These fishermen left a legacy rich in the spirit of adventure
and expertise in their occupation which a new generation of fishermen have combined with the spirit of youth and the accomplishments of progress.
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East and West Meet in
California in 1806
RAYMUND

F.

wOOD

It is generally well known that Christianity came to the present
State of California in the year 1769, brought in person by Padre
Junipero Serra and his Franciscan companions. The story of the
founding of San Diego Mission in that year, and the subsequent
establishment of a chain of Catholic missions, is likewise too well
known to bear repeating here.
What is not so well known is that not many years later, in the
fall of 1811, another branch of Christianity, variously called Russian Orthodox, or Greek Orthodox, or Byzantine, also came to
California, in the person of the Orthodox priest who first solemnly
celebrated the divine liturgy on the newly completed chapel at
Fort Ross, an event which took place on August 30 (Old Style),
1811, which was the name day of Tsar Alexander I, and the day
on which Fort Ross was formally dedicated and officially named.
Each of these two branches of Christianity, Catholic and Orthodox, each one claiming a hierarchical descent that reached back to
the time of the Apostles and even to Jesus Christ Himself, had been
slowly progressing half way around the world, for a period of
nearly 1800 years; and these two branches of the same church met
and touched each other in California, in present-day Sonoma
County, a region which could peacefully contain within its
boundaries the Byzantine cross in the chapel at Fort Ross and the
Roman cross above the high altar in the church of Mission San
Francisco Solano. And, as the late Professor Wally Smith of Fresno
used to say, "I think that is significant ."
It is a fascinating study in world history to trace the gradual
progress of these two branches of the Christian church as they
made their laborious way across half the earth, stretching ever
farther from their point of origin, Jerusalem, but still blindly unknowingly, reaching out towards each other until, after eighteen
centuries, each found it could advance no further, and each was
content to acknowledge the other's right to exist in peace- a peace
that found its most obvious expression in the Rezanov-Arguello
betrothal of 1806, a betrothal that was prevented from becoming a
dynastic marrying of the East and West only by the unfortunate
accident of sickness and death.

22

The western, or Roman, branch of the church, the one to which
the added title of Catholic has been applied from time immemorial, made good progress toward the west- that is to say, ultimately
towards California- even during the time of the Apostles. It appears to be an historic fact that Peter, after the death of Christ, did
move his episcopal see from Antioch to Rome, where he established
the administrative center of the church in what was then the
capital city of the Roman world, and where himself died under
Nero, about the year A.D . 66.
Whether St . James, the brother of John the Evangelist, whose
shrine is still highly venerated at Compostella in northwestern
Spain, actually preached in Iberia, as legend has it, is not important to the present story . What is important is that Spain, like
other parts of the Roman Empire, soon became largely a Christian
country; and when the Germanic tribes, the Visigoths among
them, overran the peninsula it was the strong organization of the
church which was able to absorb and civilize these divergent
peoples and weld them into what ultimately became the Spanish
people .
Further advance of the Catholic faith westward was halted in
Spain for nearly a millenium, during which time Spain was overrun by Islam- all but one pocket of Christianity that survived
among a handful of Catholic Visigoths in the mountainous region
of the Astu-rias. From this small beginning in the year 718 the
gradual reconquest of the entire peninsula was undertaken. First
Oviedo, then Leon, then Castile, the Aragon, and finally, in the
same year that the New World was discovered by an enterprising
Italian, the last stronghold of Islam in Iberia, the fortress of
Granada, fell to the armies of Ferdinand and Isabella; and the
entire land of Spain was free to develop its Christian heritage and
to expand its faith into the newly discovered lands to the west.
The dual spread of both Christianity and the power of the
Spanish crown progressed rapidly northwest from its Mexican
starting point in Tenochtitlan, capital of the former kingdom of
Moctezuma, in 1521 . As many as seven dioceses were established
by 1945. One of them was Guadalajara, founded in 1544. North of
Guadalajara lay the rich mining districts of Zacatecas, Durango,
and Chihuahua . The natives of all these districts or provinces were
soon to hear the word of God preached to them . The city of Zacatecas was begun in 1548, Durango in 1563, and by 1590 there
were at least eight missions in the Chihuahua district. By 1600
Spanish missionaries had carried the cross as far north as New
Mexico and Arizona, while others were moving northeastward into
Texas .
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Of more interest to California itself were missionary activities in
another direction, those of the Jesuits in Baja California.
Missionary work was begun there in 1683, when Father Eusebio
Kino and some companions started their first, though abortive,
mission at La Paz . This first attempt failed, chiefly because of
native opposition; but a second attempt was made in 1697, this
time farther north, at Loreto. During the next seventy years the
Jesuit missionaries were eminently successful in pushing what Professor Bolton has felicitously called the "rim of Christendom"
farther and farther to the northwest, each new Baja California
mission extending the thin life-line that bound them to their source
of supply in Mexico City, but each year bringing Roman Catholicism closer and closer to its final meeting with the Christianity of
Byzantium .
Then fell a political blow that spelled disaster for all their
efforts . By a royal order of King Charles III, all Jesuits, whether
missionaries, teachers, preachers, or parish priests, were to be
rounded up and expelled from all Spanish dominions, both in
Europe and beyond the seas. By 1768 all the Jesuits, even in so
remote a region as the desert of central Baja California, had been
rounded up by the soldiers and transported into exile, while their
places, both in Baja California and in Sonora, were taken by other
missionaries, among them the Franciscans of the Missionary
College of San Fernando in Mexico City .
In that same year of 1768 another event took place that was to
have a far-reaching effect on California . This was the decision of
the Visitador-General, Galvez , to establish one or more colonies,
made up of missionaries protected by the soldiery, after the Jesuit
model, on the coast of Alta California. These were to be set up,
not strictly as a defense against enemies, since such establishments
had obviously neither the fire power nor the equipment to repel an
armed invader, but simply to serve notice to other nations,
especially England, France, and Russia, that Alta California was
Spanish territory, and that as of the date of the arrival of the
missionary parties it could no longer be alleged that the territory
was abandoned.
A second motive was the very real desire on the part of the
Spanish government for the conversion of the heathen; but in this
instance the primary urgency was to get the colonies established, at
the most strategic places. It was therefore decided that an unusually large number of persons should be sent, and that the distance
from any existing mission should be far greater than usual-a leap
forward of some 250 miles northwest of the farthest existing out-
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post, to the as yet unexplored area around San Diego Bay, and
then, once a mission had been established there, a second leap of
another 360 miles to the area of Monterey Bay, both of which bays
had been located by earlier seamen, but had never been
approached by land .
Padre Junipero Serra, as is well known, was the chosen leader of
the group of Franciscans who made up the initial party, and the
mission at San Diego was formally dedicated July 16, 1769. Serra
was also present for the founding of the next mission, at Monterey,
June 3, 1770, he having come up on the ship "San Antonio" from
San Diego. The mission and presidio of San Francisco were
founded in 1776, not by Father Serra in person but at least under
his presidency. This latter foundation , both a presidio and a
mission to the natives, the presidio itself being placed on the very
tip of the peninsula jutting out into San Francisco Bay, appeared
to the central government of the Indies to be a sufficient deterrent
to foreigners, and no further advance of Catholic Christianity to
the northwest was made during that century.
So Roman Catholic Christianity, in the persons of the
Franciscan Missionaries who were the companions or successors of
Junipero Serra, finally came to a halt in its slow, century-aftercentury progress around the world, having penetrated to the very
edge of the western world, and being at San Francisco a greater
distance from its point of origin in Jerusalem than even Buenos
Aires, or Peru, or Paraguay, or any other 18th century center of
Christian worship in the New World .
During the progress of the 1800 years that it took for the church
of the Roman Rite to reach its "rim of Christendom," Eastern
Christianity was also progressing around the world to meet it.
Starting at Jerusalem on the feast of Pentecost, in the same year as
the death and resurrection of the Savior, it quickly spread to all
the major cities of the eastern part of the Roman Empire within
the lifetime of the Apostles, and certainly both Antioch and Alexandria were flourishing centers of Christian life and learning
before the end of the 1st century. After Constantine's Edict of
Milan (A.D. 313), which permitted the church to function as a
body within the framework of the empire, a diocese of the eastern
church was established at the New Rome, Byzantium, which Constantine made into his capital city in the year 330, changing its to
Constantinople at that time. So important did this see become that
in 461 it was established as a partiarchate, giving its name, the
Byzantine Rite, to those rites and ceremonies which, though
originally Antiochene in origin, had grown up and been
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formalized in that city. With the decline in importance of Rome
the eastern patriarchs became less and less willing to admit the
supremacy of the see of Peter . They adopted a philosophy of "first
among equals." Still there was no schism . The Council of Nicea
produced a creed which all groups of Christians could accept, and
the differences between east and west were rather matters of
custom or discipline than of basic doctrine. Even so, the east and
the west slowly came to have not only a different language (Greek
rather than Latin), but a different liturgy, different ceremonies
and vestments, different rules for fasting, and for the celibacy of
the clergy, and even a different calendar for the celebration of the
feasts of the church . The eastern church adopted the term Orthodox, to signify that they had the "right teaching," while the west
came more and more to use the term Catholic, or Universal, to
imply that its doctrine and discipline were to be applied to all
Christians. Still, east and west considered themselves to be component parts of Christ's one, true church .
The real break between Catholic and Orthodox did not come
until the year 1054, when an acrimonious dispute broke out in
Constantinople between the Patriarch and some western cardinals
who were there on what was primarily a political affair. Their
dispute hinged on such subtle points as the use of leavened bread,
fasting on Saturdays, and even the manner of singing the Alleluia .
Having learned that the Pope who had sent him had unexpectedly
died, Cardinal Humbert took it upon himself to excommunicate
the Patriarch and some of his supporters, on July 16, 1054. But the
unity of the church survived even this. The final coup de grace was
delivered on Good Friday, 1204 when Catholic Crusaders from the
west turned aside from their crusade against the Saracen to sack
and burn and pillage the great city of Constantinople. This was
the final doom of Christian unity .
Long before either of these two events, Orthodox Christianity was
making headway in an entirely different country from that of
Byzantium, and in a language completely alien to the Greek
world . Two brothers, Cyril and Methodius, well educated men of
the church, were commissioned by the Patriarch of Constantinople
to translate parts of the holy scriptures into Slavonic, and were
then sent, about the year 870, to Moravia in response to the
request of the prince of that country, Ratislav, for Christian
missionaries. The brothers were eminently successful, and the
subsequent conversion of most of the Slavic peoples, as well as the
formulation of the so-called Cyrillic alphabet, may properly be
said to date from this event.

26

The Moravian mission was destroyed by the Hungarians in 906,
and the Christian Slavs were scattered to Bulgaria and Serbia;
some seem to have gone to the area of Kiev; because a few years
later Princess Olga of Kiev learned enough about Christianity from
these exiles to desire it for herself, but she had to journey to
Constantinople to find someone to baptize her. The ultimate
conversion of the whole of Russia, however, more properly stems
from the baptism of her grandson, Vladimir, in the year 988.
Kiev, now essentially a Christian city, remained the capital of
the eastern Slavic peoples until about 1240, when it gave place to
Moscow, the city of the Grand Dukes. The Moscovite dukes
became more and more powerful until, in 1472, Duke Ivan II was
married to the niece of the last Emperor of Byzantium, which was
called the "second Rome," but which had been captured by the
Turks in 1453. By this union, the Russians believed, Moscow had
become the "third Rome," and the patriarch of the Orthodox
church in Moscow became the most important patriarch in the
Orthodox world, a position which has lasted, with some modifications, to the present day.
The Muscovite supremacy lasted through the time of Ivan the
Terrible (who insisted on being called Tsar, from the Latin title
of Caesar) right up to the age of Peter the Great, who in 1715
moved his capital from Moscow to the new city of St . Petersburg,
now Leningrad, at the head of the gulf of Finland. There it
remained, both as a political and religious capital of Russia, for
there the Patriarch of the Russian Orthodox Church also fixed his
see .
During the Muscovite period the Ural Mountains formed the
nominal eastern boundary of Russia. But in 1582 a certain bandit
named Yermak, armed at the expense of the Stroganov family
rulers of the most easterly part of Russia, crossed the Ural
Mountains and conquered the territory held by a descendant of
Ganghis Kahn, the Mongol chieftan Kuchum. This demonstrated
to the Stroganovs and to the Russians in general how easy it was to
enter and conquer Siberia, as the land now began to be called, and
also how profitable trade with the natives could be.
Then began for the Muscovites a period of expansion to the east
that was almost an exact counterpart of the American expansion to
the west two centuries later. The motive in each case was exactly
the same- the abundance of furred animals, the ease with which
the natives caught them, and the seemingly inexhaustible demand
for the furs among the population of northern Europe . So Siberia
had its "wild east" period, its fur trappers, and its traders with the
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natives. The difference was that it happened sooner than its
American counterpart, and it took far less time. In a little over 100
years the entire country of Siberia was in Russian hands, and
Russian ships were ready to cross over to Alaska.
Hand in hand with exploration and fur trading in Siberia went
the founding of towns, each with its complement of churches and
priests. In 1585 the first such town in Siberia, Tyumen, was
started; in 1586 it had its first church; and in 1604 this small
town, located on a tributary of the Tobol River, was the site of the first monastery in Siberia. Other towns were not far behind.
Tomsk in 1604, Yeniseisk in 1618, and Irkutsk, which was to
become the political capital of Siberia, in 1652. But even before
this, an outpost had been established far down the Lena, at
Yakutsk, in 1632, at the place where the Lena comes closest to the
Pacific. From this point it was but a short overland journey to the
ocean, which Russian settlers reached, at Okhotsk, in 1648, and
from there conquered the whole Kamchatka Peninsula by 1697 .
Alaska was next. In 1741 Vitus Bering left Kamchatka and sailed
eastward. On July 19, 1741, his ship anchored off what today is
called Kayak Island, not far from Mt. St. Elias on the Alaskan
mainland. On the way back he and his companion ship discovered
and partly explored Kodiak Island, Unalaska, and the whole
Aleutian chain of islands. These discoveries brought to official
notice a new kind of trade article, the fur of the sea otter, which
soon replaced the land-animal furs as the most desirable article of
trade . The Aleuts were able to capture these gentle creatures, the
sea otters, by the thousands, and the Russian government was not
slow in chartering a number of trading companies, modelled
somewhat on the Hudson's Bay Company, to barter for these furs
from the natives in exchange for trinkets, or, if necessary, bolts of
cloth or axes.
The most important of these companies was the one headed by a
man named Grigori Shelekov, who personally made a fortune in
the Alaskan fur trade before retiring to Irktusk, where he lived in
grand style and from which point he continued to manage the
Russian-American Fur Company. A frequent visitor to his home
was a certain Nikolai Rezanov, son of the Chief Justice of Irkutsk,
who eventually married his daughter Anna . The Rezanovs went to
St. Petersburg to live, where their marriage was blessed with two
children, while Nikolai's friendship with the new Tsar, Alexander
I, presaged a bright future for the young couple. But Anna died in
1802 of complications resulting from the birth of her second child,
and the bereaved Nikolai returned to Irkutsk to take over the full
command of the Russian-American Fur Company.
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Tsar Alexander did not forget the absent Nikolai, and when he
decided that it would be good to open up diplomatic and trade
relationships with the Emperor of Japan (even though other
nations had previously failed in the attempt), he selected Nikolai
Rezanov for the position of Plenipotentiary Extraordinary, as well
as giving him the rank of High Chamberlain of the Russian
Empire. He outfitted him with a ship in which to voyage around
the world to Japan, and authorized the purchase of some lavish
gifts to be presented to the Mikado.
Rezanov set sail from Kronstadt, near St. Petersburg, in August
1803, on a round-the-world voyage that had as its primary
objective the display of the Russian flag to countries that did not
believe that Russia could have a navy, and as an additional
objective the diplomatic mission to Japan. Rezanov was therefore a
personal representative of the Tsar to the whole world, and
ambassador plenipotentiary, and in the specific region of Russian
America, that is to say, in Alaska, he was given powers of decision
which were approximately equal to those of the Spanish Visitadorgeneral Galvez, the man who had ordered the Spanish colonial
expeditions to Alta California a few years previously.
The ship "Nadeshda" no doubt succeeded in its principal
objective, carrying the Russian flag, as well as a group of eminent
scientists, to such places as Copenhagen, Falmouth, Brazil, Cape
Horn, and the Hawaiian Islands; but the second objective was a
dismal failure. After six months of negotiations between Rezanov
and the officials at Nagasaki, the Tsar's gifts were unceremoniously
rejected, and Rezanov was politely but firmly told that he was no
longer welcome and that no other Russian ships would ever
be welcome either. He had failed the high hopes of his sovereign,
and he was reluctant to return to St. Petersburg.
Rezanov next decided to inspect the Russian colonies in Alaska.
Perhaps a favorable report from there might counteract the
disgrace he felt at his failure in Japan. Sending the "Nadesha" back
from Kamchatka to Russia, he set sail in one of the Company's
ships, the "Maria," with the scientist Georg von Langsdorf£ still in
his company, for a thorough investigation into the failing affairs of
the Fur Company. While still in Kamchatka he had heard rumors
of mismanagement by Baranov, the overlord of Alaska. The
colonists were ill fed, priests sent to minister to them were unpaid,
traders and sailors in the Boston ships made off with all the best
skins, and the Company was steadily losing money on its
investment . These were the complaints that Rezanov was looking
into. Von Langsdorf£ went along as Rezanov's personal physician,
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on a promise that he could also continue his scientific investigations into the flora and fauna of the new islands.
Upon arrival at Sitka Sound, August 26, 1805, he met Baranov
and found that while the settlements were indeed in .a bad way the
fault lay not in Baranov's mismanagement, but in the inefficiency
of his own Company's supply men, aggravated by the enormous
distances the supply ships had to sail. Foodstuffs rotted on the
voyage, and supplies ordered were not shipped. At the present
time, Baranov admitted, the colony was near to starvation.
Rezanov was not unaware of the existence of the Spanish
settlements in the vicinity of San Francisco Bay, now in existence
some thirty years; and he also knew that, primarily because of the
strict Spanish regulations that required all its colonies to trade only
with the mother country, there was a surplus of food in California
-for the Spanish trading ships came all too seldom to Alta California. Still, he hesitated to apply to the Governor of that province
for food, even for starving men, for fear that he might be
ignominiously captured, or that his entry into the territorial waters
of Spain might provoke an international incident . One more
failure, after the Japanese affair would be too much. But the
situation at Sitka grew more desparate and finally he decided to
act. Purchasing from a chance visitor, a Boston captain, a small
but stout ship, which he renamed the "Juno," Rezanov
transferred into it great quantities of trade goods, hardware, bolts
of cloth, silks and laces, as well as the magnificent jewels and other
gifts rejected by the Mikado, and set sail with a few officers and
men, von Langsdorf£ among them, in March 1806. They arrived at
San Francisco harbor on April 4 .
The story of Rezanov's reception by the hospitable Arguello
family at the presidio of San Francisco is already well known.
Rezanov himself spoke only a little Spanish, so that it was the
German scientist von Langsdorf£ who acted most efficiently as
interpreter, being able to converse in Latin with the Franciscan
padres stationed at nearby Mission Dolores. Far from his entry into
San Francisco Bay being interpreted as an act of war, the
Spaniards were flattered that the High Chamberlain of the Tsar
·had come to visit them, and when they heard he had valuable
goods to trade for flour and dried meat for some starving men in
the north, the authorities were persuaded to turn a blind eye while
the trading activities were actually going on; and as for Rezanov
himself, far from being ignominiously captured, he was treated as
a favored guest in the house of the Comandante .
Even so he was captured in a certain sense. For in the Arguello
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home there lived the damsel Maria de Ia Concepcion, eldest
daughter of the house, and by repute the most beautiful girl in all
of California. The love story of Nikolai and Concepcion has been
told and retold perhaps a hundred times, in history, in poetry, and
above all in romance. For it was a romantic tale- to the fifteenyear-old Concepcion, or Concha as she was familiarly called,
doomed it would appear to spend her entire life in this dull outpost
of Spain, the widower Nikolai Rezanov, High Chamberlain of the
Imperial Tsar, was certainly the grandest, most handsome, most
romantic knight in shining armor that ever appealed to a young
girl's imagination. And for Rezanov himself, now a widower for
nearly four years, Concha's extravagant beauty, her flashing eyes,
her long dark hair, and her dancing footsteps proved an almost
irresistable attraction . Inevitably these two fell in love.
Rezanov formally asked Don Luis Arguello for the hand of his
daughter Maria de Ia Concepcion while his ship was being loaded
with food for Sitka. The request came as a thunderbolt to the good
Comandante, as well as to the friars to whom he appealed for a
decision . Rezanov was of the Orthodox church. Was he then a
heretic? No, the padres were sure he was not. The Orthodox
church had the same Creed, the same sacraments, and they had
properly appointed bishops and validly ordained priests. But there
were differences of custom. The Russians bowed their heads in
veneration in their churches; the Spaniards genuflected . The
Russians conducted their liturgy in Old Slavonic; the westerners in
Latin . The Byzantine church made the sign of the cross from right
to left; the Roman from left to right. in vain did Rezanov protest
that these were minor matters. The best that he could obtain was a
formal betrothal, while the padres promised to write to Rome for
permission to perform what they deemed to be a case of a "mixed
marriage" between Catholicism and Orthodoxy, and Rezanov
himself (who was not too sure about his own position in this
matter, anyway) promised to return within two years with a
formal permission from his Emperor to marry the daughter of the
Spanish Comandante of San Francisco, a woman who was neither
of his religion nor of his nationaliity.
The two principals to this betrothal pact kissed each other and
then parted in tears when the "Juno" sailed back to Sitka on May
21, 1806. They were destined to never see each other again.
Rezanov, rushing too fast to St. Petersburg to report all that he
had done in Alaska and in California, and with a lover's eagerness
to obtain the desired permission to marry and then return to
California to claim his bride, fell sick in the small town of
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Krasnoyarsk, only a few miles west of Irkutsk in central Siberia.
With his physician von Langsdorf£ far away, and with only local
doctors to aid him in his weakened condition, he quickly
succumbed to a fever that prostrated him, and in a few days he
was dead.
Concepcion Arguello never forgot the love that Nikolai had
inspired in her heart. More than two years of the betrothal
agreement had elapsed before she learned that her lover had not
betrayed or abandoned her, but that he had been faithful to his
promises until death. Refusing all offers of marriage she had
devoted her life to the welfare of others, and when the Dominican
sisters at last opened a convent of their order in Monterey in 1851,
she became the first native daughter of California to take the vows
of a nun .
Meanwhile, at his headquarters in Alaska, Baranov had received
explicit orders from St. Petersburg to establish, if possible, a fort
and a settlement on the coast north of San Francisco Bay. Taking
advantage of the harmonious relationship previously established by
Rezanov, he at once began a fortification, near the mouth of a
small stream which was named the Slavianka (the Russian River),
which fortification, later officially named Fort Ross, was
completed and formally dedicated on August 30 (in the Russian
calendar), 1811.
It would seem that Rezanov had no Orthodox priest with him on
his voyage to San Francisco in 1806, but in 1811 the buildings at
Fort Ross certainly included a chapel, where presumably the
divine liturgy of the Byzantine Rite was celebrated. In the words
of a Spanish visitor to the fort a year or so later, the chapel was
"twenty-five by thirty feet, and surmounted by a belfry with a
chime of bells, and a dome . It is decorated with paintings (ikons)"
By the year 1811, then, if not as early as the 1806 RezanovArguello bethrothal pact, Orthodoxy and Catholicism had met and
touched each other at the end of their centuries-long advance
around the world. Both had begun in Jerusalem. The western
branch had leaped first to Rome, then, after a long delay, to
Mexico, then to Baja, California, and finally to San Francisco Bay.
The Orthodox had also begun in Jerusalem, and then progressed,
by way of Antioch, to Byzantium, then to Moravia, to Kiev, to
Moscow, then rapidly across the vast continent of Siberia to
Kamchatka, to the Aleutian Islands, to the Alaskan mainland, and
at last it also came to California.
So for a few peaceful years- until 1840, when the Russians
finally withdrew from Fort Ross- the triple-barred cross of the
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Byzantine rite was raised up in Sonoma County as an act of
reverence with as much devotion as was given to the single-barred
crosss of the Roman rite in the mission churches of San Rafael and
of San Francisco Solano, only a few miles away.
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Herbert Hoover's Public Lands
Policy: A Struggle For Control
Of The Western Domain
JOHN CARVER

Eow ARDS

National conservation policies in the twenties bore the stamp of
their conservative architects. The decade's Republican Administrations adopted few positive programs in dealing with the public
lands throughout the western states. President Warren G . Harding
flatly dismissed the conservatism issue as unimportant . He was
certain that the private enterprise system could best attend to resource management. Harding's successor, Calvin Coolidge, was
equally indifferent and still more determined to reduce federal
expenditures even in the critical area of conservation. The
resultant lack of vigorous executive support and the dwindling
of necessary federal appropriations forced conservation bureaus to
set up voluntary programs in various states . Frequently, such programs were aimed at appeasing industrial and commercial
interests, even to the detriment of the resources they claimed to be
protecting.
Outright abandonment of · national control over the western
lands was anticipated by that region's congressmen, who began
agitating for local supervision of the public domain. During the
Coolidge years a fierce rivalry developed between timber and
cattle grazing interests on the one side, and advocates of forest preservation on the other. One immediate result of this controversy
was a growing anti-conservationist mood in the W est . 1
This was the nature and scope of western public lands policy in
1929 when Herbert Hoover assumed the presidency. Almost from
the outset many former progressives were apprehensive about the
President's apparent adversion to the concept of a powerful executive. More specifically, conservationists had misgivings concerning
Hoover's professed adherance to his predecessor's philosophy of
"organized cooperation" between the federal government and the
several states . In 1929 Herbert A. Smith, former Assistant Secretary of Interior under Theodore Roosevelt, writing to a friend
maintained that:
Instead of being inspired as I had hoped and believed, by a perception of the im mense gains to the public welfare that might be realized by applying science,
expert knowledge, the engineer's viewpoint, and the principles of business
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efficiency to the tools of making government serve the multitudinous and complex
requirements of a highly organized modem world, I believe he Hoover draws back
in apprehension of what looks to him like an eventual Frankenstein . . . . 2

Hoover's message to the Seventy-first Congress reinforced these
susp1c10ns. He lambasted bureaus and departments which
"selfishly" protected their prerogatives to the detriment of the
national well-being. Possibly, this reprimand was directed at the
Forestry Service, for he also proposed a policy of administrative
consolidation within the Departments of the Interior and
Agriculture. All agencies dealing with natural resources, he suggested, should be subordinated to an assistant secretary of
conservation .
Unquestionably, this movement for bureau consolidation was
rightly attributed to Hoover's plans for greater interdepartmental
efficiency and fiscal retrenchment. The president deplored a situation where the regulation of national resources was spread among
eight agencies in five departments. Under such conditions only
"conflict and overlap" could result with "no central point where
the soaring light of public opinion may concentrate itsel£." 3
The Department of Interior was quite vocal in its requests that
Hoover allow increased state control of local resources. Secretary
Ray Lyman Wilbur contended that the staff of his land office had
been reduced over the years to an alarming point, and that only an
alleviation of its workload could eliminate the necessity of
increased federal expenditures. 4 The following summer Wilbur gave
official sanction to the proposed transfer of the public lands to the
western states, assuring their governors that it was Hoover's desire
to remove these states from their "swaddling clothes" and to place
"communities in control of their own destinies." 5
In October the Administration proposed that a committee on the
Public Domain investigate the feasibility of the states controlling
public lands. James R. Garfield, Secretary of Interior under Roosevelt, was made chairman of this fact-finding commission. Three
months later, on January 24, 1930, a bill to return the public domain to the states passed the House of Representatives by a strictly
partisan vote; minority leaders attacked the measure as one
designed to "usurp the constitutional functions of the legislative
branch of government." Representative John H. Bankhead of
Alabama, arraigned Hoover for attempting to sway public opinion
with the bill. The Senate, nevertheless, proved tractable. It moved
that the President be permitted to conduct the investigative aspects
of the domains disposition in any manner he desired. Finally, on
August 10, 1930, complete authorization and financial appropria-
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Ray Lyman Wilbur
tions were granted for the committee's activities. Aside from Chairman Garfield, representatives of the eleven western states and
fourteen members-at-large staffed the Committee on the Conservation and Administration of the Public Domain . Hoover instructed
each committeeman to assess public sentiment on the atomization
of the lands within his own state. All federal agents dealing with
the public lands and forest reserves received instructions to contribute reports and recommendations on the projected move.
National reaction to the Garfield Committee was generally hostile . Newspaper editorials viewed the group as a symbol of the
triumph of Hooverian efficiency over conservation. The New York
Times warned of the powerful influence that private interests
might wield in state legislatures. An irate New York Evening Post
columnist admonished his readers to resist vigorously the disappearance of these lands "into the maws of the individual states ." In
the West , sentiment was evenly divided. While the press largely
opposed the transfer, political leaders noted cynically that the cost
for the rehabilitation of the state lands far outweighed the domain's potential for tax revenues . 7
Fortunately, not all regional spokesmen were this mercenary.
Representative Burton L. French of Idaho, was alarmed that any
state be allowed to control watersheds vitally affecting the welfare
of their neighbors. Popular conservation journals ran articles condemning the relinquishment of the public lands. Writing in the
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]ames R. Garfield
professional conservationist's organ, American Forests, Dr. George
Stewart, professor of agronomy at Utah State Agricultural College,
told his readers that the Forest Service could control the public
lands for half what state supervision would cost . Former Chief
Forester Henry Solon Graves informed western livestock associations that local administration of grazing lands would only result
in jurisdictional chaos. As an alternative he proposed even stricter
federal control over western lands and higher pasturage fees.
Western sensibilities were especially outraged at Graves' additional
recommendation that 24,000,000 acres of woodlands be annexed
by the Forest Service and that the Department of Agriculture
assume responsibility for grazing rights currently administered by
the Interior Department. Graves not only questioned the competence of Secretary Wilbur's control of the public ranges, but also
expressed doubts about the Interior Department in negotiating
with local cattle interests. 8
Western governors adamantly refused to consider any type of
national supervision of public lands within their respective states.
In July 1930 the Governor's Conference at Salt Lake City assailed
federal encroachment as symptomatic of an increasing centralization in government. Governor Theodore Christianson of Minnesota
termed the expansion of such power as an "insidious plot" and
called for massive resistance . Wyoming's Frank C. Emerson
praised Hoover for allowing the West "to work out its own
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affairs;" He further predicted that the forthcoming governmental
land grants would lead to eventual gifts of rich mineral deposits
and forest reserves. 9
Perhaps no other aspect of Hoover's program called into question both the viability and the probity of the Administration's
conservation measures as did his oil land policy. The spector of
another fraud in the Department of the Interior prompted the
President to announce that there would be no Teapot Dome
Scandal in his term of office, and there was not . But, certainly
Hoover's background as a member of the Coolidge Oil Conservation Board should have given him a keener insight into the oil
problem than he currently exhibited .
On March 8, 1929, Hoover ordered his Secretary of Interior to
follow a policy of "complete conservation of government oil." By
April Wilbur had put all federal mining engineers to work examining Western oil-shale claims. To the consternation of many independent prospectors the Interior Department shortly revoked over
12,000 of their permits. On August 21, Hoover defended his
unpopular actions before a disgruntled meeting of governors at
Salt Lake City . He held that over forty percent of those prospectors
deprived of their drilling permits were unprincipled operators who
held their licenses for "blue-sky" promotions . The oil industry immediately petitioned Washington to -grant it immunity from
anti-trust prosecutions so that its firms might restrict petroleum
production and fix prices . Hoover, in turn, proposed a questionable plan empowering the states to limit oil output through mutual
agreements. The companies and state representatives vetoed the
suggestion as a conservation plan and not a "price-fixing measure ."
When such interstate compacts were signed by six western states in
1931, the results were far from successful. Particularly troublesome
was the requirement that individual state quotas had to be
probated among wells in a single field in each state. The governors
of Texas and Oklahoma were required to declare martial law in
order to enforce their respective agreements. Unquestionably,
Hoover's vacillating policy on oil reserves ended in failure . His
decision to curtail legitimate oil leases violated the true nature of
conservation. At the other extreme by permitting the states to
restrict the patroleum output he opened the door to "interest"
manipulation. A colleague wrote Senator George Norris of
Nebraska: "All this cant about conservation of oil for posterity is
pure bunk . . . . The American Oil Barons care about as much for
the welfare of posterity as the Devil does for the Trinity. The
purpose of the conservation policy is to raise the price of gasoline
to the consumer." 10
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To make matters worse, charges of fraud emerged from this controversy which had a catastrophic effect on the Administration .
These allegations made by Ralph S. Kelley, field agent for the
General Land Office, charged Interior Secretary Wilbur with
granting valuable oil-shale concessions to favored companies. On
July 7, 1930, Wilbur ordered Kelley to Washington to face charges
of unfair treatment registered by certain reputable oil-shale
claimants.
In part, at least the Secretary's action stemmed from bona fide
reports of irrational behavior lodged against the Wyoming Field
Agent, E. K. Burlew, administrative assistant in the Interior
Department, attributed Kelley's tactlessness with claimants to the
"weavings of a mind that has dealt too long on one subject." Instead of returning to Washington as instructed, Kelley offered his
story to the New York World, a paper near financial collapse.
Herbert Pulitzer bought the expose for $12,000, stipulating that
Kelley should remain in the department until the publication of his
articles. When Wilbur learned of the charges against him, he suspended Kelley and demanded an investigation. The Secretary
pressured the Senate Committee on Public Lands to expedite their
investigation since he could not be left "up in the air" after such
accusations.
In October, the Attorney General found Kelly's indictment
against Wilbur without merit in fact. Dr. George Otis Smith,
Director of the Geological Survey, testified before the committeemen that the western oil-shale lands were worthless . President
Hoover attacked the field agent's actions as part and parcel of a
political scheme to discredit his administration before the 1932
elections . Presumably John J. Raskob , Chairman of the
Democratic National Committee, persuaded the World to publish
the libelous articles. Between 1928 and 1932 the Democratic
Party amassed a campaign fund of $2,300,000 with Raskob's personal contribution totalling $1,000,000. Hoover maintained that
this was used to promote "yellow-sheet" journalism . The World
continued Kelley's series until after the November congressional
elections . Wilbur subsequently dismissed Kelley, but not before the
integrity of his department was seriously impugned . 11
Under this pall the Committee on the Public Domain delivered
its findings. Without doubt, this report only intensified public fears
of an "understanding" between the Administration and powerful
western interest groups. Conservationists vigorously opposed the
proposal that non-reserved mineral lands be granted to the states.
More offensive still was the stipulation that mineral deposits
discovered on the public domain after the transference to the states
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were lost to the federal government . Actually, Wilbur intimated to
the committee members that the states might receive all mineral
rights as well as surface regulation of the lands; and he even
demanded that the states assume responsibility for the federal oil
conservation program.
The greatest protest arose over the future determination of the
national forest reserves. Supervision of these areas were to be
vested in state boards composed of five individuals selected by the
President, the Secretaries of Interior and Agriculture, and by representatives of the eleven western states. According to the committee, these boards might add to or take from forest lands at will. In
effect, these bodies were designed to emasculate the forest
service. 12
The Garfield committee was denounced as the tool of private
western interests, and even Hoover was not above suspicion. Foes
of the committee's handiwork attributed Chairman Garfield's
defection from the Roosevelt-Pinehot school to the "anti-federal"
states-right philosophies of Wilbur and Hoover. They accused the
Administration of "stocking" the membership to the exclusion of
Eastern conservationists. In August Amos Pinchot, a former Rooseveltian progressive and perennial gadfly to the Republican Party,
in an article for the liberal National magazine scathingly
denounced Hoover's close affiliation with corporate wealth, inferring that the Chief Executive's entire political career had been a
calculated defense of vested interests. 13
Republican endorsement of the Garfield report alienated numerous Forest Service officials. Chief Forester Robert Y. Stuart, who
had not even been consulted about the projected disposition of
federal lands for grazing purposes, viewed the creation of state
forestry boards as a usurpation of his bureau's prerogatives. Stuart
prophesied that the states would not adhere to programs of reforestation, thus adversely affecting timber land values and
subsequent state revenues. The Service's innermost fear was that
state ownership of the domain might result in the squeezing out of
homesteaders and small farmers by big timber and livestock concerns. There were some grounds for such fears for both Garfield
and Wilbur favored an end to the homestead law. Disconcerted
public opinion stirred by Stuart's charges put the Committee on
Public Lands on the defensive. Committeeman Francis C. Wilson
retaliated by insinuating that Stuart aspired to appropriate all
private western lands in trying to augment his own bureau's
power. 14
A basic ideological antagonism between conservationists and
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western states-right advocates doomed the Administration's aims
once the committee hearings got underway. Even Garfield found
the Senate Public Lands Committee too much under Hoover's
thumb. As a matter of course the arguments centered about state
possession of valuable mineral and timber rights. The former
Secretary of Interior was compelled to admit before the senators
that these reserves could not be trusted in local hands . States-right
sentiment appeared repeatedly during the course of the hearings.
Senator Robert D. Carey of Wyoming, deplored the employment
of his states' land revenue to develop other portions of the nation .
A deciding factor in the inquiry was the probable length of time
that would be required to survey the domain . In view of several
committeemen's demands that the states might accept their public
lands before surveying operations, requests came for immediate
disposition. Fortunately, the unexpected opposition to Garfield to
such a haphazard move diminished Western hopes for a quick
return on massive land sales . 15
The public lands committee greeted professional testimony with
restrained hostility. When Greeley requested that the domain be
supervised by a responsible agency, Senator Thomas J. Walsh of
Montana, caustically remarked: "They say a good judge wants to
extend his jurisdiction and I assume a forester is of the same
opinion." Wyoming's Senator Charles E. Winter, former lobbyist
for the Wool Grower's Association, bitterly assailed the Forest
Service as a bureau "condemned and criticized by our last several
Presidents ." He informed his colleagues that Stuart withdrew
12,000,000 acres of western range between the submission of
Hoover's proposal for an alteration in land policy and the final
recommendations of the Garfield Committee. The Senator called
upon the federal government to divest itself of 124,000,000 acres of
reserved mineral lands as a partial restitution.
A bevy of testimony followed which openly challenged the feasibility of state land regulation. Stuart frankly espoused his distrust
of both Wilbur and the proposed state forest boards. The irasible
Gifford Pinchot, Governor of Pennsylvania, portrayed these
groups as cliques of political hacks working under a cloak of
secrecy . Conservationists resurrected the spectre of Teapot Dome
for the benefit of wavering committeemen . 16 Senator Walsh introduced a measure which incorporated Winter's radical demands;
ironically his own electorate forced him to abandon the bill. With
the pressure of national opinion up in arms, the committee's rejection of Hoover's public lands bill was a foregone conclusion.
Although Hoover realized the need for an active conservation
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Gifford Pinchot
program, he,was, nevertheless, limited by outmoded political convictions. His attempt to consolidate highly specialized
departmental bureaus for the sake of efficiency revealed a basic
unawareness of the many technical aspects of the movement. In a
similar vein Hoover's public lands policy was the indirect result of
western interest pressures and a personal desire for the decentralization of conservation controls. Tragically, the affinity of the two
motives suggested a dangerous, if illusionary, relationship . Critics
refused to allow Hoover to forget that he was the product of a
conservative milieu which made a Teapot Dome possible.
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Brass plate left by English explorer.

Builders of the Golden Hind
CLETA SEWARD McDowELL
The Bonds were ship builders and merchants, sometimes referred to in history as "Adventurers." Hakluyt says "William Bond,
the master shipwright of England, built the Henry de a Dieu,
upon the Thames. This was the first great naval vessel constructed
in England. It was the first double-decked ship; a four-master, and
cost fourteen thousand pounds." It was too heavy to be a flag ship .
Wycherly's Buccaneers of the Pacific states "In 1572 A. D .
William Bond, the Alderman, sent out to sea one of his merchant
ships, The Pelican . It was captured by French pirates, recovered
and refitted for Francis Drake 'in grand fashion' and manned by
choice seamen; 9 cadets of noble English families. Serving vessels
for table, even cookware, were of pure silver. A ship of especially
fine sailing quality, yet stable and capable of weathering storms;
used for Drake's flagship."
The Pelican was patterned after the Saloman, commanded by
Sir John Hawkins . This was a "quick ship," winning fame against
the Spanish galleons . It was owned by Bond and Tweed, of
Harwich .
In his voyages Francis Drake was the representative and agent of
the Honourable Company of Merchant Adventurers of London, as
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they struggled with the dread power of Spain for freedom of the
seas. Born in Tavistock, Devonshire, 1540, he spent his early days
as ship captain's apprentice; in 1567 he commanded ships of Sir
John Hawkins in the unsuccessful expedition against the Spanish.
Buccaneer Drake made two profitable trips to the West Indies,
1570-71 and captured Vera Cruz and other cities on his voyage in
1572. They brought such a load of gold and treasure for "Good
Queen Bess" the Pelican was renamed the Golden Hind.
Drake's greatest feat was the circumnavigation of the globe,
1577-80. The Golden Hind departed for Egypt, left the Mediterranean for the coast of South America, through the Straits of
Magellan. He lost his fleet to the Spanish, but sailed the Golden
Hind up the coast of Chile and Peru, plundering Valparaiso and
capturing treasure ships. Sailing around the Cape of Good Hope
he crossed the Pacific and came into San Francisco, where they
made repairs. Point Reyes National Seashore, in westernmost
Marin County, is the site of what is believed to be Drake's touchdown in North America . Bound for Asia on his round-the-world
voyage, 1579, he reportedly stayed forty days at this location. He
nailed a plate of brass to a redwood post claiming the territory for
Elizabeth, 1st. This plate was found in 1933 by a chauffeur while
changing a tire, near Drake's Bay, but he discarded it as worthless.
A hiker found it near San Quentin Point later and gave it to the
University of California. It is now in Berkeley's Bancroft Library .
Francis Drake was knighted by Queen Elizabeth, 1st, upon his
return to English shores.
He made another trip across the Atlantic in 1585 and upon the
return he brought back discouraged colonists from Virginia. Given
command of the fleets against Spain, he destroyed the Spanish
shipping in the harbor of Cadiz , 1587. He was Vice Admiral with
the fleet that defeated the Spanish Armada . This great, invincible
force, sent by Phillip, 2nd consisted of 130 vessels, merchantmen
and transports, bearing about 30,000 men. The fleet left Lisbon in
May, 1588, commanded by the Duke of Medina Sidonia . It was
delayed by storm at Corunna, but part of it reached Plymouth in
July and met the English, led by Howard and Drake. The English
captured a treasure galleon and destroyed some other vessels. The
rest of the Armada arrived in August off Dunkirk, but were
becalmed there and discovered by eight English ships which captured and destroyed several. The Spanish commander gave up the
idea of invading England and tried to flee by sailing North around
the British Isles, the South by the west of Ireland . In this attempt
the Armada met a violent hurricane at sea. About 72 vessels,
10,185 men were lost . Only 50 ships returned to Spain . Some of
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the storm-tossed men swam ashore in Ireland . Later they married
Irish lassies and their descendants are still there . The English victory
against the powerful Armada greatly raised the prestige of Queen
Elizabeth's navy, and began the era of England's sea power. They
became supreme.
On his last expedition to the West Indies, 1595, Sir Francis
Drake died, and was buried at sea. He is renowned for bravery,
seamanship and cool-headedness.
The Elizabethan Age is considered one of the greatest periods in
English history. [In literature and colonization, as well as naval
power .]
Historians say William Bond, the Alderman, was the greatest shipbuilder of his time. Bond's ships the Primrose, Vallentine, Jonas &
Fortune, and the Barke Bonde, which was wrecked and abandoned
by its crew, all helped to defeat the Armada . Sir Francis Drake
commanded the Golden Hind, during the fierce battle .
Epitaph on monument erected to the memory of William Bond
in St. Helen's Church, Bishopsgate near Crosby Hall reads "Most
famous in his age for his great adventures both by sea and land."
His will, proved in 1576, names four sons: Daniel, William,
Martin and Nicholas . He bequeathed money to the masters of his
ships the Barke Bonde, the Primrose, the Vallentine and the Jonas
& Fortune.
Nicholas Bond became a Dean, then was made Rector of
Britwell, Oxfordshire and of Alresford, Hampshire, 1590. He also
held office of Chaplain of the Savor and Chaplain-in-Ordinary to
Queen Elizabeth, 1st. She recommended that he become President
of Magdalen College, Oxford . As President he received Prince
Henry, when the Prince took up his residence at Magdalen, 1605.
As an executor of the will of the Countess of Sussex, 1595, Nicholas
Bond helped to found Sidney Sussex College, Cambridge. He is
buried in the Chapel at Oxford University, the Magdalen College
where there is an inscription. He left his books to Bodleian Library
and contributed some Latin verses and wood prints to the collection published at Oxford on the death of Queen Elizabeth, 1st. She
succeeded to the throne in 1558 and ruled for forty-five years .
Martin Bond is listed among the first settlers at Jamestown.
(Virginia Historical Magazine, Vol. 7, page 40; also documents
printed in full, Rymer's Foldera, and Alex Brown's Geneses of
American History.)
Sir Walter Raleigh, discouraged, his resources almost exhausted,
had sold his charter right-s to the colony. In 1606 the Adventurers
obtained from King James, 1st, a charter for a great duplex colony;
the Londoners taking the south, the Plymouth Association the
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north. These were parts of a grand Virginia Company that covered
almost the whole Atlantic coast.
King James, 1st, commission gives a list of names, among them
Martin Bond . "Major subjects intending to deduce a colony, make
habitation & plantation of a sundry people in that part of America
called Virginia & other territories in America. The King greatly
commending & accepting their desires did by his letters Patents in
the 4th year of his reign, April 10, 1606, grant to divers Knights,
gentlemen & others for the more speedy accomplishment of said
plantation that they divide into two colonies;"
Martin Bond, son of Alderman William Bond, was a merchant
Adventurer . He belonged to the Haberdasher's Company . Those
who have been to London are familiar with Old Bond Street, and
the fine tailor shops. New Bond Street is more modern and
diversified.
Among the members of Parliament, who were Adventurers,
were Mr. Thomas Bond and Mr. Martin Bond. Records of the
Virginia Company state that Mr. Thomas Bond was present at a
meeting in London June 23, 1640. Brown's Geneses "Among those
Adventurers who were members of Parliament, Mr. Thomas
Bonde, and Mr. Martin Bonde." These two were "members before
1616, or heirs of members before that date." In another list, Mr.
Thomas Bonde is mentioned as interested between 1606 and 1616.
George Bond, a brother of William Bond, also served as
Alderman then became the Lord Mayor of London . For the
inauguration there was a grand parade, with officials of his household, his sword bearer and "gentlemen's men" as well as representatives of the sixty city trades' guilds, all in liveries of scarlet
and silver, black and gold. This indicated great civic pride and
enthusiasm in the City of London, for its people who were proud
to do things with their minds, their hearts and their hands, not just
with the sword .
The thrilling story of these ship builders gives a sense of time.
Not just four hundred years to the Spanish Armada, but back to
the victory at Poitiers; even back to the Battle of Hastings.
Le Bonde was a group of Norse noblemen who founded
Normandy. The French gave them that territory, lest they over
run the whole country. Eventually they married French ladies.
William the Conqueror was a descendant. With him the Bonds
went into England, 1066. When the King decreed that individuals
take surnames, they all cht>se "Bond." They had been bonded or
banded together for mutual protection.
Another Nicholas Bond, an Earl, and his men had fought
valiantly with the Black Prince to achieve victory at Poitiers, cap-
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turing the French King and taking the town, September 19, 1356.
The Mayflower, another Bond ship, originally a trader to Africa
and sometimes used for transporting wine from France to England,
was leased to a group of Religious Dissenters who temporarily had
found refuge in Holland. These Independents intended to join the
Virginia Colony, 1620, but delays in starting brought bad
weather . The ships were overdue back home; the lease had
expired, so the brave Pilgrims landed on Plymouth Rock. The
London Merchants risked a large amount of money on this band of
religious and political extremists, who had no credit whatever. The
Adventurers furnished the ships, and maintenance on shore for six
years before they received any pay. Profits of fur trading with the
Indians enabled the Pilgrims to settle their debts then.
A replica of the Golden Hind was built with funds provided by a
consortium of San Francisco businessmen. She will be moored as a
floating museum in San Francisco Bay . The ship went first to
Dartmouth to take on provisions for the six months voyage, then to
Plymouth, from where Drake had sailed in 1577. The new Golden
Hind will alter Sir Francis route by sailing through the Panama
Canal, instead of the "risky Cape Horn." She looks impressively
old, with tarred wooden sides, a spider's web of rigging on three
stumpy masts . Even they look purposeful and used, but there will
be ship-to-shore radio; fire extinguishers for the all-wooden craft,
and a distinctly modern engine.
Golden Hind, 2nd, sailed out of London September 2, 1974, as .
heavy rain .drenched the spectators, some in Elizabethan dress.
This 300-ton square rigged vessel fired cannon salutes as she sailed
down the Thames.
The debate over the California landing place of Sir Francis
Drake has been substantiated by the discovery of an Elizabethan
coin and a glass bead, found last summer at a Miwon Indian dig.
The English explorer supposedly landed about thirty miles
northwest of the Golden Gate June 17, 1579. He wrote about
visiting an Indian village. At that time the Miwok Indians
inhabited the northern shore of San Francisco Bay. Mr. Robert
Power, chairman of the California Heritage Commission says the
d,iscovery of the coin and glass bead are proof that Olompali was
the village Drake visited .
For nearly a hundred years the first Golden Hind was carefully
preserved at Deptford, where it had been used as a museum . In
1668 John Davies, of Camberwell, the storekeeper at Deptford
Dock Yard caused a chair to be made of the remains of the gallant
ship, and presented it to the Bodleian Library. (W. D. Macray
Annals of the Bodleian Library Oxford, 2nd Ed.)
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The blue demi-horse with the golden wings, on the Bond Crest,
is said to have been used since Drake's raid, 1585, when he
captured the capital city of Santo Domingo and occupied the palace
there. When the officers entered the Governor's mansion Cadet
Bond was intrigued with a huge painting between the double
stairs. The Arms of the King of Spain at the top, in the lower part
of the scutcheon a globe, containing in it the whole circuit of the
sea and earth, with a horse standing on his hinder part within the
globe, the other forepart without the globe, lifted up as it were, to
leap. A smoky scroll painted in his mouth carried the Latin words:
"Non Sufficient Orbis."
Since the days of Grecian mythology, poets have thought of
Pegasus lifting them to lofty heights.
Standing before the painting young Bond is said to have had a
vision of a better world . Of friendship, not wars . . . possibly
weary of war . . . of trying to conquer other lands, already settled
by other people.
Out of this vision the winged horse was adopted for the Bond
Coat of Arms. Nowhere else in Heraldry, has it ever been used.
It is interesting to note that Sir Francis Drake had among his
fleet a new ship with the name Pegasus, he sailed from Plymouth
on his last voyage.
The young officer, Bond, realized that the "other world" aspired
to was not a new continent for conquest; the host of stars about the
winged steed, foaming at the mouth as he freed himself and soared
upward, meant: "The World is not Enough.
"
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The Golden Hind.
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Ripon:
Ethnic and General Development
JosEPHINE

E.

NADEAU

PART II
The Spanish mission friars and the military were embroiled with
Mexican revolutionists as well as Indian renegades and marauders.
Mexicans filtered in through the southern passes and established
ranches, but became discontented with the mother country
Spanish rule . The victorious Mexican Revolution gained them independence and complete control of California by 1823. 1
By no means did the defeat of Chief Estanislao in May, 1829 end
the Indian problem for the Spanish and Mexicans . Other tribesthe Mokelumne, Consumnes and Siyakumnes- led by Jose Jesus, a
deserting neophyte and pal of Estanislao, continued to plunder
and raid the missions and cattle ranches.
After Estanilao's defeat, Jose Jesus was made chief. He delighted
in terrorizing the white Californians. In a raid on San Jose he
drove off a thousand horses to his village at Knights Ferry. (Finally
he signed a peace treaty with Capt. Charles M . Weber and
became the white man's friend.) 2
Spanish enthusiasm for converting the Indians and building missions completely evaporated when other ethnic groups invaded the
San Joaquin Valley with a view towards colonization . Americans,
English, and Russians cast longing looks westward to California,
then sent expeditions to explore the land.
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The Mexicans were more than irked to have these foreigners
nosing around their domain without their permission. The
Russians, who by-passed the San Joaquin Valley in favor of the
northern California coast, posed no problem for local Mexicans.
But the American threat, in the person of Jedediah Strong
Smith, caused real concern to Mexican authorities. Of English
descent, and the first American on record to cross the Sierra
Nevada range, Smith eventually set foot on Ripon soil.
This well-educated, blue-eyed, devout Yankee Methodist (born
in the Mohawk Valley of New York) at the age of 28 led an exploration party of 16 fur trappers through a southern California
route.
They arrived at Mission San Gabriel in late 1826 and had to
explain to the authorities why they were on Mexican territory with
heavily armed troops . Smith's amiable personality charmed the
Mexicans . He was allowed to leave, ostensibly to return to the
United States. But, undaunted, the Smith party took a roundabout route, came back through the Cajon Pass, and entered the
San Joaquin Valley. 3
They moved leisurely northward along the San Joaquin River,
made friends with the Indians, trapped beavers and otters on the
streams and lakes, and lived on elk, deer and antelope meat. In
April, 1827 they made camp on the Stanislaus River, near the
Estanislao hideway (now the Spring Creek Country Club location,
in Ripon). 4
In the meantime, Father Narciso Duran at Mission San Jose,
learned, much to his displeasure, that Smith was the same man
who was supposed to have left California. When in May, 1827
four hundred disgruntled neophytes deserted the mission, Father
Duran suspected that they went to join Chief Estanislao, and
probably Jedediah Smith was inciting the Indians to raid Mexican
ranchos.
Smith and his men killed a few of the unexpected redskins before
they were informed that the intruders intended to join Estanislao.
Although Smith had sent a most conciliatory letter to Father
Duran, explaining that deep snow had made passage through the
southern mountains impossible, it did no good . Father Duran sent
in the report; on May 18th Governor Echeandia ordered soldiers to
arrest the Americans.
The trappers had accumulated a large number of pelts. With
their supplies depleted, and the real possibility of arrest and imprisonment facing them, they broke camp and started north.
Some claim that Smith tarried a while on the Sacramento River,
and probably was the first to discover California gold, in 1828. His
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party followed a tributary stream, later named the "Rio de Los
Americanos" (American River) because the Americans had been
there. 5
They crossed the Sierra by (or near) Walker's Pass to rendezvous
at Salt Lake City with his associates, the Rocky Mountain Fur
Company.
No sooner had the Americans left than a roving, hardy band of
French-Canadian trappers (known as the Hudson Bay Company)
came down from Vancouver. Led by an Englishman, John
McLeod, they found a real bonanza-a quantity and quality of
beaver fur so rich and fine that they established a permanent
camp . 6
Headquartered at Yerba Buena (San Francisco), the Hudson Bay
Company sent feelers all over the state and in Oregon, their
leaders scouting for suitable colonization sites on behalf of
England.
The locality where the Frenchmen operated from 1828 to 1845
they named "Castoria", Spanish term for The Place of the Beavers. 7
They maintained a year-round camp; at times as many as 400
trappers congregated there annually.
Although the French woodsmen roamed freely in the slough
area and along the Stanislaus River, setting their traps, the Indians
kept their distance from the experienced and well-armed trappers.
Another factor for the truce: the fair treatment accorded them by
the French. 8
One American (naturalized Mexican) who particularly resented
the trappers' presence was Dr. John Marsh, the first physician in
the San Joaquin. He knew the value of furs, cared not for competition from the Hudson Bay outfit, and at every opportunity
quarreled with the French boss, Michael La Framboise. This
enmity helped convince the Frenchmen to leave the area. 9
The first legal owner of Ripon land, of Danish forebears, was
William Gulnack, a native New Yorker . He and a friend, Peter
Lassen, born in Denmark, "were no doubt the first two Scandinavians to appear in the San Joaquin." 10
The second owner was Charles M. Weber. Gulnack and Weber,
founder of the City of Stockton, entered into a close business
relationship . Their deals, somewhat complicated and obscure,
ended with Weber (German-born) emerging as the sole owner of
the entire Gulnack Mexican grant .
It came about this way. As a young fellow, Gulnack sailed
around the Horn in 1819, settled in Lower California, acquired
Mexican citizenship, then in 1825 married a Mexican-Californian
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seniorita, Maria Isabel de Cesena. (He dropped the K from his
name, since there's no K in the Spanish alphabet.)
Gulnack took his young wife north in 1833, where for some
years he served as mayordomo at Mission San Jose; in 1838 became
a member of the town council and survey-commission to map the
boundaries of the pueblo (San Jose); 11 apparently had no interest,
as yet, in the San Joaquin Valley.
Now Weber, as an immigrant from Homburg, came overland
with the Barteleson party, entered the San Joaquin (County) by
following the Stanislaus and Tuolumne Rivers. Alert and eyes wide
open, he noted the rampant growth of vegetation, the rich loamy
soil of the sand plains, and the great variety of wild fowl and
game.
Weber and his party crossed the San Joaquin to visit Dr. Marsh
at his ranch. Here he split from the party . Crossing the San Joaquin again, this time through the tule-choked slough, he realized
the potential for shipping in the Stockton harbor.
With a letter of introduction to Sutter, Weber proceeded to the
Fort, where he worked in the winter of 1841 and spring of '42.
Weber found (or was given) some vegetable and flower seeds,
which he planted . The result, a garden paradise, made the Fort an
unforgettable, lovely sight. He resolved to create in Stockton not
only a port but also a picturesque place of perennial gardens.
Weber had grand visions but no money. He decided to try his
luck in thriving San Jose, where he met Gulnack- Gulnack at age
40, an influential community leader, and Weber, an ambitious
28-year-old entrepreneur who could hardly speak English .
He extolled the advantages of the beautiful, extensive land
awaiting development in the San Joaquin. Weber entertained the
secret, improbable dream (perhaps not secret nor improbable) 12 to
somehow build a metropolis there.
Having similar goals-to get rich - these two formed a partnership in the summer of 1842; Gulnack furnished money and secured
credit, while Weber supplied the enthusiasm, energy and
know-how of merchandising.
They opened a general store, a blacksmith shop (Gulnack a
blacksmith by trade), and a flour mill - the first water-powered
mill in San Jose. Then they expanded: manufactured their flour
into seabiscuits readily sold to merchant seamen; they started a salt
works near San Francisco Bay, a shoe factory (the first in the state),
and the Weber House hotel.
Gulnack, an easy-going man adapted to the carefree Mexican
lifestyle, lost interest in the enterprises, possibly confused by the
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hectic demands of the business activities. After a year he sold out
to Weber-for some flour and a little cash. 13
By this time the idea of the fallow San Joaquin germinated in his
mind. He yearned to get away from people, to find a quiet spot.
Eager to hasten the development of the rich San Joaquin, Mexican governers instituted the giving of free land (grants) to loyal
and deserving citizens. From 1836 to 1846 they made 30 grants in
the San Joaquin Valley 14 The conditions, much like American
homesteading, required permanent settlement and improvements.
Gulnack's only other asset in the spring of 1843 was a herd of
200 head of cattle and 40 horses and mules. Accompanied by his
oldest son, Jose, and friend Lassen, (who also owned a herd) he set
out for the San Joaquin, by way of Livermore, to find free
pasturage for the summer months.
Passing by the French encampment, he was mightily impressed
with the lush growth and attractive surroundings of the region .
Gulnack fancied himself living there as a cattle baron. The idea
flourished.
Back in San Jose in the fall, he applied for a land grant. On June
13, 1844 Governor Manuel Micheltorena bestowed on Gulnack, his
wife and children 48,747.03 acres (Land Grant No . 20) 14 with the
stipulation that at least 12 families settle on and develop the land,
within a year.
Gulnack's "rancho," which he named "Campo de los Franceses"
(Camp of the Frenchmen) extended from the Stockton location to
the Stanislaus River. It wasn't easy to persuade men to bring their
families to the far -flung area practically uninhabited except for
hostile Indians.
Gulnack managed to persuade four families to move to the
ranch; the household heads were David Kelsey, John Kelly, James
Williams and James Lindsay. They built four houses and corrals
for the animals, in the heart of Tuleburg (Stockton).
With the Indians a constant menace, Sutter gave Kelsey a small
cannon, useless except for making a thunderous racket. The
ungodly blasts did thoroughly frighten the redskins. Kelsey and
Lindsay, with "tremendous detonations shattered the twilight stillness" and the prowling Indians steered clear of the settlement. 15
Here we must mention Capt . John C. Fremont's appearance in
the San Joaquin, for it disturbed the Mexican's peace of mind . In
April of the same year that Gulnack acquired his land, Fremont
and his corp of topographical engineers went about the Stockton
and Ripon area with their surveying equipment. With the blessing
of the United States government, they were to make maps to send
to Washington.
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Fremont's crew, which included Kit Carson and Walker, had
experienced much hardship (almost a month of near starvation)
while crossing the Sierra in deep snow . On February 13th their
meat hunters still had not shown up, so the men had to kill their
little dog (Tlamath) and were about to cook it when the hunters
arrived. That night they enjoyed an "extraordinary dinner" - peasoup, mule and dog.
The next day Fremont's party stood in awe as they beheld a
sparkling mountain-top lake "set like a diamond in a platinum
ring," now called Lake Tahoe . 16
They descended to the valley floor by following the American
River. On March 24th Fremont left, to explore and map the
Consumnes, Mokelumne, Calaveras and Stanislaus Rivers . In
mapping the rivers, the Stanislaus proved to be the most
challenging .
Fremont followed it from its mouth to the Sierra, but found no
suitable crossing. Finally the men forded the river "near the point
where it empties into the San Joaquin," 17 which place is now part
of Ripon.
Capt. Fremont, the Pathfinder, fell in love with spring-time San
Joaquin Valley. In his Journal he wrote moving, poetic description, especially of the sand plains region. He sang praises of the
refreshing brilliance of myriad wild flowers, the oak groves, the
exhilarating sight of flocks of birds, and the profusion of wild
creatures- all the natural phenomena that enriched his soul. 18
Fremont has been accused of coveting the beautiful, productive
San Joaquin countryside with a ferver which impelled him to spark
the overthrow of the Mexican government, to fight for American
acquisition of California.
It didn't take him long. In just two years, with the aid of a small
party, on June 14, 1846 Capt. Fremont seized the town of
Sonoma, raised the Bear Flag, and on July 4th proclaimed the
independence of California. Under orders of the U .S. government,
Commodore Sloat seized Monterey and Yerba Buena. On August
15, 1846 California was declared a Territory of the United States .
The conquest of the dissenting Mexicans was completed by
Commodore Stockton, Capt. Fremont and General Kearney.
Well aware of his fear of Indians and his limitations as a promoter (or possibly as a prior arrangement), shortly after Gulnack
procured the grant he gave the northern half (Stockton) to
Weber. 19 Framboise advised him to keep the southern halfFrench Camp and the sand plains to the Stanislaus River.
Some folks are prone to success; others destined for failure. So it
was with Weber and Gulnack. Gulnack depended on Weber's
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inexhaustible drive to surmount difficulties and bring settlers to the
ranch. And he was right.
The most obvious, pressing problem (marauding Indians) Weber
took care of forthwith, by finding Jose Jesus and signing a peace
treaty with him and his allied tribes. 20 But the Mexican-American
war changed things. The Indians still hated the Californians, and
felt no obligation to conform to their agreement with Weber.
The war caused Gulnack and his men to temporarily abandon
development of the grant while they bore arms in support of Governor Micheltorena . Lindsay was the only man left to care for the
ranch .
Most Mexican-Californians fought against the Americans,
'though not too strenuously. They had close inter-marriage and
friendship ties. It was a toned-down, small-scale civil war.
Weber- shrewed, far-sighted and level-headed- reckoned that
the Americans would win. He became a naturalized American (of
which he was mighty proud), and joined the American forces. 21
Weber's personality was such that after war's end he resumed his
friendship with Gulnack, the other Mexicans and the Indians.
When Gulnack returned from battle he found his tule houses
had been burned to the ground by the redskins, livestock driven off
or slaughtered, tools stolen, and Lindsay's body, with four arrows
in the back, floating in McLeod's Lake. John Kelly had died of
small-pox.
James Williams and Peter Lassen went north. David Kelsey
might have been killed in the war.
Anyway, with his settlers gone, much discouraged by the traumatic turn of events, and with the grant inprovement deadline due
in June, Gulnack sold the remaining half of his ranch to Weberfor a $60.00 grocery bill charged at Weber's San Jose store. 22
Gulnack probably went back to San Jose where he could earn a
good living as a blacksmith.
So Ripon land on April 3, 1845 became Weber property. He
tried all kinds of inducements to attract settlers, even offered for
free 160-acre parcels of land to pioneer families . But he had few
takers- until disillusioned miners turned to agricultural pursuits.
Then came a brief flurry of activity when the Mormons landed
on the banks of the Stanislaus to establish their colony. Their
leader, Samuel Brannan, thought it was an ideal place for a
settlement, but in Brigham Young's estimation conditions were too
good.
Part of the Mormon story is well told by the inscription on a
historical marker which sets in front of the Ripon Community
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Center on Fourth Street, between Locust and Elm Avenues.
NEW HOPE 1846
FIRST WHEAT
APPROXIMATELY SIX MILES WEST TWENTY MORMON PIONEERS FROM
SHIP BROOKLYN FOUNDED FIRST KNOWN AGRICULTURAL COLONY IN
SAN JOAQUIN VALLEY - PLANTED FIRST WHEAT ALSO CROPS THEY
IRRIGATED BY POLE AND BUCKET METHOD - ERECTED THREE LOG
HOUSES - OPERATED A SAW-MILL AND FERRY ACROSS STANISLAUS SETTLEMENT LATER KNOWN AS STANISLAUS CITY.
State Registered Landmark No. 436
Tablet placed by California Centennial Commission
Base furnished by Alameda County Camps,
Daughters of Utah Pioneers
Dedicated October 27, 1949

Mormons had built the city of Nauvoo, Illinois, until it prospered with 12,000 inhabitants. But resenting the Mormon's power,
Gentiles forced them to leave their home. To find refuge in the far
west seemed the only wise course.
Young led a caravan of oxen and 73 covered wagons across the
plains, at Council Bluffs lodged his main group, and set out with
140 men to locate a site for a permanent settlement . Guided by a
map made by Fremont, Young reached the entrance to South Pass,
Oregon. There he met "Peg-leg" Smith and Jim Bridger, just
returning from California.
Young welcomed information and asked many questions.
Members of a wild crew known as Rocky Mountain Men, those
two unsavory characters had plenty to say. Far into the night they
sat on a wagon tongue discussing the merits of the Pacific area, the
fertile valleys and good climate, in glowing terms lauded the San
Joaquin.
Evaluating their sentiments, which Young believed were sincere,
he felt interest in California definitely quenched. Their unrestrained enthusiasm warned him; hordes of people would flock
to that paradise, bring strife and displacement again to the
Mormons.
He rushed a message to Brannan (then at New Hope); Cancel
California Plans: Meet us at Salt Lake. (At that time a stark
environment of parched plains, enclosed by forbidding mountain
ranges.)
Brannan-who had sailed around the Horn with 258 persons
aboard the 450-ton Brooklyn, had sent Wm. Stout with 20 men in
a launch up the Stanislaus to start building the city, plant 80 acres
to wheat and some potatoes-received the order in consternation.
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He left Stout in charge, and hastened to intercept Young to try
to change his mind. At Green River they met. Adamant, Young
again ordered Brannan to abandon New Hope. In the fall of 1847,
part of the wheat harvested, the Mormons left the Ripon area .
Historical documents do not mention whether or not the Mormons
attempted to buy the land from Weber. 23
The Mexican War and (shortly afterwards) discovery of gold
brought adventurous people in droves- overland by oxen and
covered wagons and stage coaches, by the Panama route and
around Cape Horn.
Most went directly to the mines; then, disappointed (average take
$200) or ruined, they turned to agriculture. Since it was on the
French Camp direct route to the Sonora area mines, Atlanta
District of Dent (now Ripon) Township attracted many of the
ex-miners .
It got to be quite a lively settlement. One of the earliest pioneers,
George (Lee) Wilson, (born in Atlanta, Georgia) named the
place . 24 In 1866 he built the first store, then sold it to Wm.
Dempsey, an Irishman , who was the first postmaster, followed by
Luther Martin, J. D. Murphy, John Tiesy, Wm . J. Murphy and
Mary G. DeHaven; P. 0 . discontinued in 1914. 25
An outstanding early pioneer, Ernest Wagener bought the
famous, unique "ZINC HOUSE" (still at Highway 120 and
Wagner Rd.) and established the ZINC HOUSE HOTEL. (Fisher
Bros. Stage Line stopped there on their daily runs from French
Camp to the mines.) Nearby he erected two hand-made brick
barns, now a landmark.
Children received schooling only three months out of the year in
a small wooden building with a sign out front: ZINC HOUSE
SCHOOL. When the school burned down, a two-room building
took its place. First Trustees were E. Wagener, A. W. Hunsucker
and J. Minges.
Of mixed national origins, Atlanta's pioneer Catholic population
included the families of J. O'Malley, M. Carroll, P . Vinet, C .
Lamasney, Patrick, Thomas and Daniel Brennan, Wm. March, M.
McCormack, L. Hearty, D. O'Neal, John and Wm . J. Murphy, H.
Sharkey, V. Brignolia, M . Donnelly, P. Sexton, J. Gannon, E. Due
and others.
Catholic services were held wherever convenient until the John
O'Malley's donated a site, then St. Patrick's Church, and St. John's
Cemetery were established, at Highway 120 and Carrollton Rd.,
in 1878. The first priest was Rev. W. B. O'Connor .
Other denominations attended the Methodist and Episcopal
services held in the school house from 1866 to '77, when, after a
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successful revival, a church building was erected at the intersection
of French Camp, Lone Tree and Jack Tone Rds., on land donated
by the estate of Mrs. C . Munson. 26
Both churches furnished the setting for social functions as well as
religious services. It seems that harmony prevailed among the
various groups. Methodists attended the Catholic ice cream socials
and Catholics enjoyed the Methodist's midnight chicken-pie
suppers and dances.
The men fraternized even more. According to a descendent:
"My folks told me that the men, of whatever persuasion, used to
congregate in the general store saloon. When charging shots of
booze, some men's names went on the charge book, but the tactful
bartender entered only "misc." and a code for those whose wives
disapproved of drinking."
Although referred to as "Little Ireland" because of its predominant Irish population, Atlanta had a good representation of other
ethnic groups: Yankee, English, German, Danish, French,
Swedish, and maybe a few Portuguese and Italians.
Some prominent settlers were the F . Cooks, Oxedines, G. Traherns, G. Castles, Von Glahns, Cooksons, Munsons, H. Poynors,
A. Hunsuckers, J. Minges', H . Simms' (of Tidewater R. R.
Station), B. Goodwins and F. G. Harrimans.
Descendents of pioneers are today loyal to Atlanta traditions,
carried on mostly by the Atlanta Women's Club, who bought the
Methodist Church for $300 cash from Mrs. C. Munson. 27
Atlanta might easily have developed into a city, except for the
business acumen of one Wm . H. Hughes; he started the population
shift to Stanislaus City.
Three early property owners and developers of the Stanislaus City
nucleus were Wm. Hiller Hughes, I. Koch (or Cook) family and
Perry Yaple.
Of Welch ancestry, born in Green County, Pa., age 32 and
married, Hughes- after various enterprises- came to California,
went to mining at Shaws Flats (Tuolumne County), in Nov. 1857
bought a settlers right to 160 acres (a quarter section) by the Stanislaus River just south of what is now Ripon, by 1870 acquired by
preemption purchase another 761 acres, owning practically all of
the site of the village .
Wm . Hughes, a farmer with little education and some carpentry
skill, raised wheat and barley chiefly. Owning land also in the
north outskirts of town, in 1874 he built a fine home for his wife
and eight children at the river end of Robert Ave., (which house
no longer exists). Hughes sold the first lots in Stanislaus City. 2 8
What definitely put Stanislaus City on the map was Hughes'
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right-of-way gift of land, including a depot site, to the Southern
Pacific Railroad in 1872. The S.P.R .R. in turn built a stock corral
and a small station, used until 1912, then replaced by a new
structure to the north, at the end of Locust Ave. 29
The name of the settlement was changed to Stanislaus Station,
and was the railroad terminal until the line was extended from
Stockton to Fresno later, and the shipping point for much stock
and grain to Stockton . The heaviest shippers of cattle were G . W.
Trahern and Capt. John McMullin, the owner of 30,000 acres
along the Stanislaus to the San Joaquin.
At this time only Murphy's Ferry served transportation needs
across the river, until a wooden bridge was built in 1885, torn out
and replaced with concrete piers about 1905- both bridges part of
the State highway. 30
(Wm. Hughes fathered eight children; the youngest, Thomas C.,
stayed in Ripon, built a roomy house at Vera and Main St. This
structure bought (1920) by Dr. Ned Gould and used as a hospital.)
Not much is known about the Isaac Koch (or Cook) family, but
the name indicates German ancestry. Located on the present site
of the Spring Creek Country Club, the 160 acres were sold to Stoel
and Nancy Cady in 1851. The Cadys, sturdy Yankees of ancient
New England stock, planted 40 acres barley, the first grown in the
County, chaff and all, sold it for ten cents a pound. Cadys' ranch

The first substantial building in Ripon, a hand-made brick general
store and warehouse built by Perry Yaple in 1886. The Odd
Fellows, Mt. Horeb Lodge #58 held meetings upstairs; also used
for high school classes until1912.
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grew to 816 acres, 164 bottom land along the Stanislaus and 652
acres in wheat . 31
When Perry Yaple came to town things started moving . Yaple,
also a Yankee, born in New York (1825) of a venturesome line of
German pioneers, proved to be the heartbeat needed by the
embryo community.
A journeyman blacksmith with little school learning, Perry
Yaple engaged in various enterprises: blacksmith in Danby, N.Y.;
wagonmaker in Stockton (1852); shop owner with Wells Beardsley,
manufactured three of the first 3-gang plows in California; tried
mining at Shaw's Flats; with D. G. Humphrey as partner, owned
and operated a barley-crusher which cost $4,000 and earned for a
days work $80.
In 1859 Yaple went back east, brought home sixty bee-hives
which cost $15 each; when offered $50 per hive he refused to sell.
He settled in Stanislaus City, and in 1862 took up a quarter section
(160 acres) within the present city limits of Ripon, probably the
northeastern section, where his bees worked happily in fields of
lupins and other wildflowers.
In 1868 he kept all the hives, 100 by that time, and his partner
took the barley-crusher . Then bad luck; a bee epidemic killed all
but five colonies. 32
By 1874 Yaple owned in all 640 acres, of which he traded 320
for 160 acres and an old warehouse on Main St.; after more
trading, he owned 65 acres in the hub of the village, and the
general store-(bought from Amplias B. Crooks), 33 operated by his
son D . F. until D. F. died in 1884, and then by his son-in-law E.
C . Dickenson, married to Nellie Yaple.
Yaple farmed wheat until 1878. Now he devoted full time to
building a two-story, 45 by 70 ft. expanded general store and
warehouse, the structure of hand-made bricks dried in a log-fired
kiln . Upstairs was the Odd Fellows Hall (Mt. Horeb Lodge #58) and
later also used by high school classes. 34
Stanislaus <::;ity at this time boasted a general store, a blacksmith
shop and a boarding house-hotel run by Ben and Clara Fredericks,
who put up a cookhouse to serve meals to the railroad crews as they
built the railroad and bridge across the river.
Early in 1874 along came Amplias B. Crooks of Ripon, Wisconsin, whose ancestors migrated from Ripon, England. They named
their town "Ripon" in honor of the "quaint, historic English town,
the home of leading silversmiths, where a standard of quality was
known throughout the world . 'If it came from Ripon, it had to be
the best'."
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Ripon City Hall, presently used for City Council meetings, (Mayor
Edmund Feichtmeir), office of City Administrator, Clarence Smit,
headquarters for city services- including city-owned water works.
The original building had no foyer; the rear right addition is used
for municipal court trials, with judge Duane Martin presiding
since December 30, 1974. City Hall was the meeting place for
various religious and other organizations prior to purchase by the
City.
On Ripon's lOOth birthday at a dedication program of the newly
enlarged Ripon Memorial Library, Frank Zumstein (Chamber of
Commerce president) recited Ripon's history, saying also that the
mayor of Ripon, England had so much prestige that he sat at the
right hand of the Queen.
Crooks thought the name "Stanislaus City" lacked distinction, so
he applied to Washington for a name change and permission to
establish a post office . Both requests granted, as of Dec. 21, 1874
he became Ripon's first postmaster, in the store he had sold to
Perry Yaple . 3 5
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25 Information by F. C. "Bud" Bodeson, from Washington D.C. archives.
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31 Lewis Publishing Co., Illustrated History - San Joaquin County, pp . 338-339.
32 Ibid., 324-326.
33 Tinkham , G . H., History of San Joaquin County, p. 286, says "Crook," but F.
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34 Ibid., p. 286.
35 Ripon Record, Dec. 14, 1975. Research by Frank Zumstein and Mrs. C. F.
Mulholand.
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The Negro in California
Before 1890
Part II
DR.

A.

ODELL THURMAN

"Before the Argonauts landed upon California soil," wrote Tinkham in California Men and Events, "the idea of driving out the
foreigners prevailed, and a correspondent writing to the Panama
Star said, "If foreigners come, let them till the soil, or do any other
work that may suit them - the gold mines were preserved for
Americans- we will share our interest in the mines with none but
Americans." 84
It is true that practically the world of peoples were represented
in the gold fields of California. As Bancroft puts it, "It was a
gathering without parallel in history . . . " "Of nationalities," he
continues, "the flow from Europe alone equaled in variety that of
the mediaeval crusades, with notable prominence to the leading
types, the self-complacent Briton, the methodic and reflective German, and the versatile Gaul. The other continents contributed to
swell the list. Africa was represented, besides the orthodox Negro
by swarthy moors and straight featured Abyssinians. Asia and Australasia provided their quota in pigtailed, blue-garbed Mongols,
with their squat, bow-legged cousins of Nipon, lithe and diminutive Malays, dark-skinned Hindus . . . , the well formed Maoris
and Kanakas, the stately turbaned Otterman, and the ubiquitous
Hebrews, ever to be found in the wake of movements offering
trade profits .. .. " 85
The writer to the Panama Star who wished to preserve the mines
for Americans spoke only half truth, for he did not mean Negro
Americans at all. At the same time, he keynoted the greedy overbearing characteristic of the noble American who takes what he
wants despite the rights of otheFs to fair or previous claim. He felt
only that his government had paid $18,000,000 for the land
(though most had not sunk a penny in the treasury) and all was his
and his alone.
The opposition to foreigners was not one of nationality then; it
was one of race. Nowhere have I found evidence of open hostility
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to foreign whites. Rather the opposition was directed toward those
people of color who were easily distinguished- the Chinese, the
Indian, the Negro, and even the Mexicans whether from Mexico or
natives of the soil- and the reaction is much the same today .
Hence, all kinds of legal and extra-legal devices were levied to
outrage these people and drive them from the land, as shall be
seen.
By the outbreak of the Civil War, the Negroes in California had
for the most part become pretty well established economically. As
has been seen, there was a considerable number of Negro miners
on Negro Bar and Negro Hill, and there were others scattered
throughout the "diggings." There were at least two mining companies organized by Negroes, "The Sweet Vengeance Mine" and
"The Rare, Ripe Gold and Silver Mining Company." 86
According to Tuthill, "almost everybody bought stocks .
"Nothing," he says, "but war news could check the perpetual talk of
'feet,' 'out-croppings,' and 'indications of sulphurets and ores.' No
profession or class, age or sex was exempt from the epidemic ." [sic]
There is perhaps one exception to this- the Negro. It is hardly
probable that he had time to speculate, for in the majority of cases
he had either to pay for his own freedom or send his money to the
southland to pay for the freedom of his family still iH bondage. 87
Too, the Negro, from miner to bootblack, had to contribute
heavily to the purpose of survival, not only for himself, but for the
many other Negroes in California . The fight against the injustice of
the fugitive slave law, the retaining of the best lawyers, and the
cost of courts drew heavily upon their purses. At the same time
that they fought their way to victory in the Archy Case, they
turned their interest and resources toward the battle for civil
rights.
The state had passed the Civil Practice Act, Section 394-WitnessPersons incompetent-provides "No Indian, or Negro, or persons
having one-half or more Indian blood, and Negroes or persons
having one-half or more of Negro blood, shall be allowed to testify
as a witness in action in which a white person is a party ." 88
This law had been in the statutes since 1852 and now brought
itself forcefully to the attention of the whole state, and directly
challenged the Negroes through the tragedy of the Gordon family .
Beasley tells the story as it was told to her by members of the
family :
" ... a colored family moved to San Francisco, California, coming from Baltimore, Maryland. This family consisted of Mr. and Mrs. Gordon, together with
several sisters of the wife. One of the sisters opened a millinery store and Mr.
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Gordon a barber shop in the basement room of the Niantic Hotel, corner of Bush
and Sansome Streets .. . . The proprietor of the hotel was a white gentleman by
the name of Mr. Fink.
" . . . One evening before dusk as one of the young ladies who had the millinery
store was going to her supper in the rear of the store, she sudddenly turned in time
to see a man robbing her cash drawer. She ran back into the store. When the man
ran out into the street she continued to chase him calling "Stop thief!" She was
not, however, successful in overtaking him . The next morning, this white man,
who was chased the evening previous for robbing the cash box of the millinery
store, went into Mr. Gordon's barber shop and demanded that Mr. Gordon make
his sister take back the name "thief" she had called him the night before, while
chasing him. Mr. Gordon replied that he had not been at home, and had nothing
to do with the affair. The white man then began to abuse Mr. Gordon, finally
shooting him at his barber's chair. When shot, Mr . Gordon ran to the street crying
"Murder!" The white man followed him, and after Mr. Gordon had fallen to the
sidewalk, shot him again and beat him with his revolver . The proprietor of the
hotel was coming down the street ad recognized the white murderer. There was
however, in the shop at the time of the shooting a colored man of very light
complexion, a Mr. Robert Cowles. This gentleman witnessed the whole affair, but
in order to rule his testimony out of court as a witness, he was subjected to an
examination by a corps of physicians, who decided that his hair showed he had
one-sixteenth part of a drop of Negro blood and his testimony could not be taken.
"There was, however, another witness to be dealt with, and that was the proprietor of the hotel, Mr. Fink, who had witnessed the tragedy. His testimony could not
be disputed, resulting in this white murderer being sent to the penitentiary for
ten years . . . . " 89

One can readily see from the above case, why the Negro in
California had to fight, expending much money, time, and energy
to survive. Nor was the Gordon case the only one of its kind. The
"Anti-Testimony" laws of California when coupled with the
"Homestead law," left the Negroes little to hope for. Under this
law, which was passed in 1851 and again in 1860, Negroes were
not permitted the right to homestead . 90 The result is self-evident.
Many of the Negroes had acquired land, through mine claims or
purchase . Even though a Negro owned his land through purchase,
a white person could claim the land and he could not go into court
and testify in his own behalf.
On March 22, 1852, Mr. Canny presented a petition from free
Negroes of San Francisco, praying a change in the law to authorize
them to give testimony against white men . Immediately, Mr.
Hammond offered the following resolution :
"Resolved, That the house having heard the petition read, do decline to receive
or entertain any petition upon such subject from such sources." 91

The ayes and nays were called for by Messrs. Wood, Wall, and
Mullin to be sure that the members understood their attitude in the
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matter; and only one nay is recorded-that of a Mr. Hinchman,
who dared to vote as he pleased.
Many were the petitions sent by the Negroes to the Legislaturemany were their rebuffs. Weary of the struggle, apprehensive for
the future, but still stout in heart, with an abundance of purpose,
the Negroes decided to call a state-wide convention and James
Carter of Sacramento sent out the following call:
"State Convention of the Colored Citizens of CaliforniaBrethren:-Your state and condition in California is one of social and political
degradation; one that is unbecoming a free and enlightened people. Since you
have left your homes and peaceful friends in the Atlantic States, and migrated to
the shores of the Pacific, with the hope of bettering your condition, you have met
with one continued series of outrages, injustices , and unmitigated wrongs unparalleled in the history of nations . You are denied the right to become owners of the
soil, that common inheritance which rewards our industry, the mainspring of all
human actions, which is to mankind in this world like the action of the sun to the
other heavenly bodies. You are compelled to labor and toil without any security
that you shall obtain your just earnings as an inheritance for yourself or yo ur
children in the land of your birth.
"The Statute books and the common law, the great bulwark of society, which
should be to us as the rivers of water in a dry place, like the shadow of a great rock
in a weary land, where wretched should find sympathy and the weak protection,
spurn us with contempt and rule us from their very threshold and deny us a common humanity .
"Then , in view of these wrongs which are so unjustly imposed upon us, and the
progress of the enlightened spirit of the age in which we live and the great duty
that we owe to ourselves and the generations that are yet to come, we call upon
you to lay aside your various avocations and assemble yourselves together on Tuesday, the 20th day of November, A.D. 1855, in the city of Sacramento at 10 A.M.,
for the purpose of devising the most judicious and effectual ways and means to
obtain our inalienable rights and privileges in California." 92

Thus the story was told-and it was worth fighting for; and they
now had many whites fighting with them. Governor John Neely
Johnson, before leaving the Administration, January 8, 1858,
demanding a change in the law excluding the testimony of Indians
and Negroes, saying, "this indiscriminate prohibition I regard as
utterly at varia~ce with the spirit of our Constitution and a wise
and judicious goyermental policy." 93 Various legislators presented,
time and time again, the petitions of the struggling Negroes, but it
was not until 1863, when Senator Robert E. Perkins presented a
repeal bill, for the second time, that this law was amended; still
leaving the Chinese and Indians without security, and the law was
not fully removed from the Statutes until 1873.
This did not end the Negroes' fight for civil rights. The Negro
still could not vote; their children could not attend the public
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schools; nor were they permitted to ride the street cars , unless light
enough in complexion "to pass. "
In combating these last barriers to freedom, the Negroes organized the "Franchise League" and followed the same line of
advance that brought them relief in the "Anti-Testimony" fight .
They were not to get the right to franchise in California, however,
until the fifteenth amendment to the United States Constitution
voided the prohibitory laws of the state.
It took them longer to obtain admission to the public schools for,
according to Tinkham , it remained for the Republican party, in
the election of 1875, to adopt the first resolution of liberalism
toward people of color in California; viz:
'"that a ll c itizens, without distinction of color, are ent itled to equal advantages
of the public school educat ion ." 94

In October, 1865, the Executive Committee of the Franchise
League called another convention to be held on Wednesday, the
25th, at Sacramento, "to consider and deliberate on subjects
connected with our interests as citizens of this State." 9 '
At ten o'clock on the date set, 25 delegates representing nine
counties met at Bethel A.M .E. Church on 7th Street, presented
their credentials, and were ready to get down to business. They
were a serious group of men, perhaps a great deal more optimistic
than in previous conventions. There was a reason for this feeling
"of a new day near at hand. " The War of Rebellion had come to
an end with the forces of freedom victorious; over 150,000 Negroes
had crashed the gates of the Army; some had held the ranks of
officers; Congress had passed the Thirteenth Amendment and
there was talk of Congress passing a Civil Rights Law. 96 THEIR
very call to convention had been one of good cheer for it read,
"We have received hearty and cheering responses from Sacramento, Napa, San Jose, Marysville, Port Wine, Benecia, and other
places. " 97
Yet these men were whistling in the dark, for despite the potential freedoms advocated by our Congress, they knew the potency of
the venom injected by the copperhead element into the State
Legislature which they must combat.
Mr. 0. M. Briggs, a white minister of Sacramento and Agent for
the Freedmen's Bureau for the Pacific Coast, recognized the
dangers of the complex emotion of hope and fear and tried to
modify it by the warning, " .. . We must expect opposition even
from Union men; the country is fast coming up to that point when
equal political rights will be awarded to colored men, not only as a
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reward for their valor, patriotism, and loyalty, but as justly due
them as men and citizens . . . . " 98
Several committees were appointed by the chairman with
members serving on as many as two committees, due to the small
number of delegates who necessarily composed the convention.
The important committees were those on Education, Elective
Franchise, Business, Statistics, and Industrial Pursuits.
The information brought to light by the various committees is
interesting and is worth noting both for the facts and the attitudes
involved.
The education committee argued that Negroes in California
were paying a considerable sum of money in taxes into the State
treasury and were receiving little in the way of educational advantages in return. "We require," they argued, "more educational
advantages, the law at present only allowing schools where there
are ten children, with discretionary power on the part of the Commissioners to establish schools for a lesser number." 99 In nearly
every instance the Commissioners of education gave no thought to
education of the Negro boy and girl. Often they had no idea of the
number in their district and hence made no effort to provide for
them. The members of the educational committee were aware of
this shortsightedness and abhorred the law that made it possible;
and to a man resolved that if their children were not to have
separate schools, then they should be admitted to those already
established .
There had been established at San Jose a private school called
Livingstone Institute of which P. W. Cassey was Superintendent.
The institution was in financial difficulties. Being the only private
school owned and operated by Negroes and being the only institution to which they could certainly send their children, the
committee recommended that a plan be devised to raise money .
Either the school as a plant had grown or the value of real estate in
San Jose had gone up, for the report was made that two years
previously it could have been purchased for $2400, but at the time
of the Convention, it would cost $4000.
There were in all of California in 1865, 4,086 Negroes. The plan
of the committee was to tax each Negro, man, woman, and child
$1.00. This would bring in $4,086, which would pay off the
mortgage and leave $86.00 in the treasury . Knowing the reactions
of the legislature which considered the Negro the white man's
burden, and his inherent willingness to spend fortunes to have his
way about things, the committee resolved to ask the legislature to
appropriate $5,000 to put the institution on a firm financial basis .
Concluded in the next issue of the Pacific Historian.
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Ernestine Smutny - Book Review Editor

RAVEN: A Collection of Woodcuts, by Dale De Armond.
(Anchorage, Alaska Northwest Publishing Co., 1975. 132p ., 28
legends, 33 illustrative colored prints, slipcase . $100)
Reviewer: RICHARD REYNOLDS, Senior Professor of Art, College
of the Pacific, University of the Pacific.
·
Printed in a limited edition of 1,250 copies, with each numbered
book signed by the artist-author, Raven, a collection of woodcuts
and traditional Tlingit Indian tales, is destined to become a treasured collector's item . As the publishers say, they "turned all the
resources and talent of the company to the task of developing a
book that would match the high-quality art and literature of Ms.
De Armond ... "They succeeded by all measurements. The 12"x12"
book is printed on paper especially manufactured for the project
and the artist used yellow cedar as the medium for the print
blocks. She felt that since the Tlingit Indians worked in yellow
cedar it would be the perfect wood for her art work . The results
speak for themselves.
As an artist looking at this book, I would say that no finer design
for such a venture could be imagined . The impact of the art work
is such that one can sense the very nature of the land and the
people through the prints alone. They are of such high standards
that they could be separated from the book and published in individual units or in folios-as examples of what woodcuts can be- as
well as superb illustrations for the legends of these particular
Northwest Coast Indians. While Ms. De Armond makes no
attempt to copy the Indian art itself, her own style is an outgrowth
of that expression, representing various events and characters in
the folk stories.
Regarding the literature portion of the book, let us say that the
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language employed might be termed colorful; there are indelicate
terms used with some frequency . One would be well advised to
check the stories in advance before reading them aloud-to
children or adults. Nevertheless, the tone established is such that
one can almost imagine an old Tlingit Indian telling the stories to
an audience gathered around a fire . And such, it would seem, was
the aim of the artist-author.
WITH SANTA ANA IN TEXAS: A Personal Narrative of the Revolution, by Jose Enrique de la Pena, translated and edited by
Carmen Perry. (College Station, Texas A & M University Press,
1975. 191p., facsims, index. $10.00)
Reviewer: TRISHA WHITTAKER, former
Pacific Historian.

Circulation Editor,

Jose Enrique de la Pena was a military man with a real appreciation for the necessity of order, regulation, discipline and morale
when dealing with military campaigns and the people involved in
them. Before taking part in Santa Ana's campaign in Texas, he had
already earned a reputation, disturbing to Mexican military and
government leaders, for speaking out (and writing) about inequities, mismanagement, and any other manner of irregularity which
he observed while serving his country, first in the Navy, then in
the Army.
His diary of Santa Ana's campaign in Texas, in which he
recorded his day-to-day experiences as often as time allowed, was
later revised, corrected and enlarged by him for the purpose of
publishing it as a true account of the blunders, cruelties and illegal
activities perpetrated by Santa Ana and others who took part in
the campaign. It was supposed to have been published after the
war , but no copies of such a publication have been found. The
only known edition prior to this English translation is the one
published in Mexico in 1955.
The book is of great interest to historians for several reasons.
First, due to his perception, his sensitivity to all that went on
around him, his analytical ability, and his earnest desire to verify
every statement and to check and double check all of his facts, the
book is an important contribution to the history of that famous
campaign. When he had not actually observed an event he
described, he took great pains to uncover, from as many sources as
possible (including talking to people who had been present), all the
facts before recording the event.
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The book presents for the first time the story of seven American
survivors of the Alamo battle (among them Davy Crockett) who
were brutally murdered, on orders of Santa Ana, after having been
taken as prisoners. The reasons for the failure of anyone to report
that incident at the time are obvious. As a politician Santa Ana
had public relations on his mind, and a true account of many of
his activities and decisions would have resulted in a credibility gap
between him and most of his countrymen, including those who
were helping him to stay in power.
Another important contribution of the book is its portrayal of
the campaign from the day-to-day standpoint of the Mexican
soldier. Food and pay were both hard to come by, and medical
supplies and personnel were frequently nonexistent. Political
turmoil and bickering among officers punctuated what should
have been ordinary military regimen with frequent questions of
feasibility and chain of command.
The reader is sometimes bogged down with the repetition and de
la Pei'ia's painstaking attempts to verify the accuracy of his
statements, but in general, the narrative is very interesting, and at
times, dramatic . The author's sensitivity to people and surroundings can be easily perceived from the reading of some passages
which are most lyrical, and others which are so emotionally
charged that the whole panorama can be repainted for the reader
over the gap of those 140 years. An example is his description of
the first moments of the first day of the battle for the Alamo:
Light began to appear on the horizon , the beautiful dawn would soon let herself be
seen behind her golden curtain; a bugle call to attention was the agreed signal and
we soon heard that terrible bugle call to death .. . . A trumpeter of the sappers was
the one who inspired us to scorn life and to welcome death .

The author also has a way of presenting an idea with such
clarity and with such feeling for the humans involved that this
reader can picture campaign-weary foot -soldiers listening to such
an account and deciding among themselves- "Yeah, that's the way
it really was"!"
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AN ARMY FOR EMPIRE: THE UNITED STATES ARMY IN
THE SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR, by Graham A. Cosmas.
(Columbia, University of Missouri Press, 1971. 334p., illus.,
maps, bibliography, index. $11.50)
Reviewer: ERLING ERICKSON, Associate Professor of History,
College of the Pacific.
Textbooks and popular accounts of the military aspects of U.S involvement in the Spanish-American War often emphasized how illprepared the army was for the fight. Frequently mentioned is the
lack of preparedness for mobilizing an overseas expedition illustrated
by woefully inadequate transport, supply and medical services.
This resulted in troops reaching Cuba without uniforms (or being
supplied with winter uniforms), tents, or rifles; allegedly being fed
a canned meat so filled with preservatives that it was known as
embalmed beef; and falling prey to tropical disease. Traditionally
the blame for these spectacular blunders (actual or alleged) has
been laid at the doorstep of the War Department.
Professor Cosmas's researches have led him to a different interpretation and in this volume he sets out "to reconstruct the War
Department's story of the war, to trace the course of the department's efforts to organize and equip an army and then deploy it to
secure the objectives of national policy." Using extensive military
records from the National Archives and the personal papers of a
number of significant participants, Cosmas deals with a number of
important topics: reforms in the army in the decade prior to 1898;
the politics of mobilizing an army (the conflict between regulars
and volunteers); supplying the troops; combat; health, including
the embalmed beef affair; and the lessons learned from the war.
Cosmas argues that the War Department had planned wisely for
war and that the army's difficulties resulted from external forces
such as a parsimonious Congress and interference by the McKinley
administration. Cosmas does convincingly demonstrate that the
War Department professionals deserve better press for their
planning and conduct before and during the war . Although
at times Cosmas is too strong an apologist for the War Department,
this nevertheless stands as an excellent account of the army's
participation in the Spanish-American War.
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FRAN901S X. AUBRY: Trader, Trailmaker and Voyageur in the
Southwest, 1846-1854, by Donald Chaput. (Glendale, CA, The
Arthur H. Clark Company, 1975. 249p., illus., ports., maps,
facsims., bibliography, index. Western Frontiersman Series, XVI.
$15.50)
Reviewer : HARLAN HAGUE, History Department, San Joaquin

Delta College.
The author might have added "Extraordinaire" to his subtitle,
for he has described a genuine Western hero. Of French-Canadian
origins, Aubry first entered the American Southwest in 1846.
During the next ten years, according to Chaput, he became
famous as the leading Santa Fe trader, a pathfinder of note who
discovered a short-cut on the Santa Fe Trail and a likely railroad
route to California along the thirty-fifth parallel, inspired the relay
system used later by the Pony Express, and in the process became
the "world's fastest horseman" (p. 107), establishing records for
both individual and caravan travel on the Santa Fe Trail.
Throughout, he was a gentleman of the highest order .
While Aubry is known today by but a few students of Western
history he was a popular southwestern figure in his own day,
receiving frequent comment in the Daily Missouri Republican, the
Santa Fe Weekly Gazette and to a lesser extent in the national
press. Aubry took part in the Santa Fe trade from 1846-1852,
usually making more than one trip each year. A rich man, he
turned then toward California. From New Mexico, he drove 5,000
sheep to California in 1852 and 50,000 in 1853. He followed a trail
of his own choosing from the Rio Grande to Tucson, where he
struck Cooke's wagon road. Both journeys were along the 35th
parallel which Aubry boomed as the best route for a transcontinental railroad. Among the supporters of his route were Senator
William M. Gwin of California and Kit Carson. Aubry was killed
in a brawl in Santa Fe by Richard H. Weightman, who had
publicly disagreed with Aubry's claims.
Restricting the time period of his study to the life of Aubry, the
author gives the impression that the Santa Fe trade began in 1846.
There is hardly a whisper of its more colorful history before the
outbreak of the war with Mexico. Indeed, viewing the Mexican
War as a time post in the history of the Santa Fe trade may explain
why Aubry has received so little notice in previous histories. While
the trade according to Chaput's book seemingly began in 1846, for
most historians it essentially ended shortly before that date.
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There are a few passages in the book that are a bit unclear,
questionable or unverifiable . Zachary Taylor, for example, did not
defeat "an invading Mexican force near the Rio Grande" in 1846
(p. 26) . The territory between the Nueces River and the Rio
Grande where the two battles, Palo Alto and Resaca de la Palma,
were fought was claimed by both Mexico and the United States.
Taylor had "invaded" it first. Did "all" of Aubry's hired hands
later "relate that the happiest, most exciting time of their lives"
was in his service (p. 97)? It is a bit presumptuous to suggest that
Aubry had no competitors as a horseman (p. 182), that indeed he
was the "world's fastest horseman" (p. 107) whose records were
.. unbreakable" (p. 97).
None of these problems, for the most part traceable to enthusiasm, are disabling. The author has written a readable and useful
pioneer work. The appended chronology of Aubry's life and the
excerpts from his lesser-known journals of the Santa Fe and Chihuahua trails are helpful. Another appendix lists contemporary
newspaper appraisals of Aubry, all verifying Chaput's interpretation of this hitherto -neglected "voyageur par excellence" (p. 183).
Arthur H. Clark, as usual, has produced a handsome volume .
The author has not in this study given Aubry the fame that the
frontiersman so vigorously sought, but he has contributed significantly to Aubry's literary resurrection. It will be interesting to note
whether later scholarship confirms Chaput's version, challenges it,
or takes no notice.
DEATH WAS THE BLACK HORSE, the Story of Rough Rider
Buckey O 'Neill, by Dale Walker. Foreword by Barry Goldwater.
(Austin, Texas, Madrona Press, 1975. 200p., illus., ports., map,
"Sources," index . $9.95)
Reviewer: HowARD LACHTMAN.
"Death was the black horse that came some day into every man's
camp," William Owen O'Neill observed in a short story which he
wrote for the San Francisco Examiner in 1891, "and no matter
when that day came, a brave man should be booted and spurred
and ready to ride him out."
Booted and spurred, Captain "Buckey" O'Neill of the Rough
Riders rode his own black horse out on the first day of July, 1898,
at San Juan Hill, just prior to Teddy Roosevelt's famous charge. A
conspicuous target, he had refused to take cover from enemy riflemen for fear of upsetting his already anxious men under fire .
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O'Neill's death deprived America of a dashing young beau ideal
of romantic derring-do whose life and times are skillfully reconstructed in Dale Walker's spirited new biography .
Although little-known today, O'Neill was one of the last-and
best- heroes to emerge from the twilight of the American frontier.
Walker's study traces the progress of this storybook character's
various roles as reporter, gambler, editor, sheriff, reformer,
mayor, Populist politician, and patriotic citizen-soldier. In doing
so, Walker leaves very little doubt about his subject's special brand
of charisma and courage.
To Theodore Roosevelt and others who knew him, Buckey
O'Neill seemed a perfect symbol of chivalric and self-reliant manhood in America's Strenuous Age. In that time of unabashed
patriotism and unembarrassed sentimentality, war was still remote
enough to be a glorious adventure, and O'Neill was one of those
gallant adventurers, such as Richard Harding Davis might have
described, who sought something more than a soldier's glory . "Who
would not gamble for a new star in the flag?" Buckey wrote shortly
before his departure to Cuba . The line became his epitaph: yet the
gambler did not lose his bet .
A decade later, not long before the Arizona territory he called
home achieved the star of statehood, a magnificent monument to
Buckey's First United States Volunteer Cavalry (Rough Rider)
group was unveiled in Prescott. It stands to this day, and
old-timers are fond of debating just who the memorialized rider in
bronze may be. The statue inspired Dale Walker to ask who
O'Neill was and what, had he lived, he might have become . Death
Was the Black Horse answers both questions eloquently.
The bullet which found Captain O'Neill disdaining concealment
in front of the ranks during the central military engagement of
"Mr. Hearst's war" wrote an end to a life whose rich possibilities
can only be imagined. Buckey was one of the last of a breed, an
easy-going man of strenuous idealism and optimism who had
learned "the wisdom of the trail" at first hand, and who knew that
the in-fighting of political and newspaper wars could be just as
deadly as bullets. He was a focal point of action and adventure in
an age which loved real heroes even more than fictional ones.
Dale Walker stops short of proclaiming Buckey O'Neill either an
archetypal American hero or the kind of tragic knight whose
successor, in World War One, would be the gallant and similarly
doomed Robey Baker. His history of O'Neill's life is written with a
refreshing minimum of hero-worship, though he obviously- and
justifiably- regards his subject as a unique historical figure. Death

79

Was the Black Horse offers insight into an age too often distorted
by popular myths and makes an excellent case for O'Neill as an
unjustly neglected American personality.
There is a deeper truth to Walker's book as well. What we find
in the saga of Buckey O'Neill is the story of one who was shaped by
a time and place which permitted the full range of his talents and
abilities to come into play. As more and more historians now
deplore the narrowing scope of American life and the impoverishment of her leaders, it is interesting to speculate on what O'Neill
himself might have become had the frontier not existed to nuture
the elements of his greatness . At this bicentennial moment, when we
are so busily enshrining heroes in our national pantheon, the
lessons of Buckey O'Neill's life and death ought not to go
unpondered .
KIVA ART OF THE ANASAZI AT POTTERY MOUND, by Frank
C. Hibben. (Las Vegas, KC Publications, 1975. 145p ., illus .,
part col., bibliography, index. $35.00)
Reviewer: BRUCE LABRACK, Assistant Professor of Anthropology,
Callison College, University of the Pacific.
Archeologists spend much of their time meticulously sifting
through what amounts to prehistoric garbage. The material culture recovered is seldom of interest to anyone but the specialist. Occasionally, through a combination of accident, good luck, and hard
work, the archeologist uncovers something which is not only of
scientific interest, but excites the layman, artist, and historian . The
Kiva Art of the Anasazi should be such an event. The kiva, a
subterranean room used primarily for ceremonial purposes, is a
common architectural feature of prehistoric sites in the Southwest.
The importance of seventeen excavated kivas at Pottery Mound in
Central New Mexico's Puerco Valley is the presence of some 800 prehispanic mural frescoes. Constructed between A.D. 1300 and 1475,
the inner walls of these Pottery Mound kivas were decorated in the
freso secco technique on layer upon layer of thin plaster.
This book presents exact recreations of 109 of the most complete
murals, providing an easily accessible record which is both
scientifically important and artistically stunning.
The Anasazi, or "Ancient Ones" were a Puebloan people who
founded one of the most highly developed civilizations in the New
World . Their religious expression centered upon agricultural concerns and the kachina cults which survive today among the
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Eastern and Western Puebloan groups in Arizona and New Mexico
such as the Hopi, Zuni, Santo Domingo and Acoma. The entire
Pottery Mound site appears to have been a religious center and
therefore the kiva art is primarily sacred.
Dr. Frank C. Hibben, excavation director and author of the
book, divides the text into two sections. First is a consideration of
the physical aspects of the paintings including discussions of kiva
construction, plaster coating of walls, paint pigments, dating correlations using pottery glazes and tree-ring chronology, and details
on the removal and preservation of the murals (in some cases
involving over 100 plaster layers and up to 38 murals on one
wall!). The second section is a symbol analysis of the kiva art itself.
Dr. Hibben does not attempt to explicate the entire corpus, but
rather seeks to delineate thematic and artistic design elements and
to make explicit certain influences, such as the recurring Mexican
motifs of jaguar, parrot and macaw . For the artist, this section
contains a wealth of designs and patterns which are among the
finest any Southwestern tradition has to offer. The textile, basket,
and medallion / shield elements are particularly striking examples of
prehistoric aesthetics. Although years of analysis and further study
will be needed to appreciate the full anthropological significance of
the Pottery Mound discoveries, the readers of this book can
immediately appreciate the beauty and humanity of Anasazi art .
While the book is expensive it is exceptionally well produced and
merits the serious attention of the scholar as well as the artist and
general reader.

Drawing by Anita Miller Elvidge
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THE WESTERN ART OF JAMES BAMA, introduction by Ian
Ballantine. (Charles Scribner's Sons, New York, 1975. 92
unnumbered pages, 45 colored illustrations. $10.00)
Reviewer: RICHARD REYNOLDS, Professor of Art, College of the
Pacific.
More a portfolio than a book in the usual sense, The Western
Art of ]ames Barna is a showcase for the talent of James Barna.
Some 45 color plates attest to the fact that commercial illustration
was a logical background for this artist. His realistic draftsmanship, sense of color, and skill in rendering every conceivable
texture make of Barna a first rate recorder of people and scenes of
the West. Cowboys, Indians, frontiersmen, farmers, mountain
men, stagecoach drivers, scouts, even a couple of portraits of Mrs.
Barna, people the pages of this publication. There is no body of
text, only an introduction. No mention is made as to his medium.
One can only guess that he uses tempera or water colors- possibly
casein.
Often compared to Andrew Wyeth because of his careful
portrayal of people, their costumes, and settings, James Barna has
become much in demand as a painter of the open places and richly
deserves the recognition that has come his way.
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FINE CALIFORNIA VIEWS : The Photographs of A. W. Erickson,
by Peter E . Palmquist . (Eureka, California, Interface California
Corporation, 1975. 111p., chiefly illus . $20.95)
Reviewer: EARL J. WASHBURN, Professor of Art and Instructor in
Photography, College of the Pacific.
Much has been published relative to the immigration to the
West by settlers from our European ancestral countries, but most of
these books have dealt with the California trek for gold . This book
covers the same period (1848-1927) but opens the viewer's vision
through some written word, but primarily by stark and graphic
photographs of the extreme northern coastal area of Northern
California . Here men matched their strength and will against
nature embodied in lumber rather than in the earth's minerals .
Palmquist, a photographer himself, develops a chronological
listing of Erickson, the man . This essential material forms the basis
for an understanding of his life from his birth in Sweden, the short
period spent in the Chicago area and his extended life in Trinidad
and Arcata, California, so that one tends to feel some quality of
vicarious friendship with the individual . This section of the book is
terse, neat and helpful. It provides the framework on which the
ninety-one full page pictures can arrange themselves. These are
beautifully reproduced, unquestionably with a critical eye to the
full tonal character of the original negatives, in quality prints from
those negatives. With each picture are a few sentences that further
illuminate the subject, or Erickson's relation to it.
One can graphically see the true picture of the everyday native
life of the Indians of northern California in contrast to the Hollywood film. The Hupa tribe is shown most often in this series.
However, it is the lumber industry, its early impact on the land,
the effect it had on the commerce of the late nineteenth and early
twentieth centuries plus the men it attracted to its camps and trails
and the hearty families that grew from these centers, that form
the main theme . As pictured, this hardy pioneer often appears a
bit wooden, if judged by today's candid camera standards, but one
must remember the nature of Erickson's equipment . Many pictures
were taken with an Eastman 8 x 10 inch field camera using glass
plates of slow emulsions. Thus one must assume the deep desire the
photographer felt to communicate the life he saw each day. The
photographic professional can truly admire the quality of the negatives so properly exposed and developed that even today fine prints
are possible. These are without doubt great documentary records
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in the same tradition that William Henry Jackson utilized to
pictorialize the broader American West during this same period.
This book belongs in any library that claims to cover early
California.
Palmquist suggests that a more comprehensive portfolio of prints
dealing specifically with early logging in the north coast area of
California may be forthcoming. If it offers the delightful insight in
that special area that this present publication presents on the
broader aspects of local life from the native Indian to the Model T
Ford, the thoughtful reader truly will be enriched in both
nostalgia and knowledge .
SKY FULL OF STORM: A Brief History of California Labor, by
David F. Selvin. Revised Edition. (San Francisco, California
Historical Society, 1975. lOlp., illus., ports., facsims., paper,
$2 .95)
Reviewer: SALLY M . MILLER, Professor of History, University of
the Pacific.

Sky Full of Storm is an aptly titled and well written survey of
the history of organized labor in California. It is a brief narrative
study which assumes some familiarity with the outline of
California's background and covers all the major events in its labor
history. Through a series of vignettes, the author leads the reader
from Dennis Kearney, the Workingmen's Party and anti-Chinese
agitation in the late nineteenth century, through the McNamara
Case and the Tom Mooney episode of the early twentieth century,
up to the organizational struggle between the United Farm
Workers and the Teamsters today, including various events along
the way. Two recurrent focal points are utilized. The first is the
dichotomy of labor's experience in San Francisco, one of the
nation's strongest union towns, and in Los Angeles, a metropolis
noted for its anti-union open shop struggles . The second focal point
is the shadowy figure of the migratory worker sketched against a
background of specialized cultivation and seasonal labor needs: the
battle has been a persistent phenomenon in California's fields with
only the ethnicity of the workers a changing factor.
Selvin emphasizes ruefully that only a minority of workers in
California has ever been organized, and that the proportion is
.>hrinking today because of the nature of the state's economy and the
growth of the white-collar sector . Given that fact, it seems unfortunate that the author chose not to trace the lives and the working
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conditions of the unorganized workers. Had he done so, the reader
might have glimpsed through social history the pattern of the lives
of the majority of California's working people. Instead we have a
useful revised edition of a labor history emphasizing the issues of
union recognition and collective bargaining.
THE REAL JOAQUIN MURIETA; Robin Hood Hero or Gold Rush
Gangster, by Remi Nadeau . (Corona del Mar, CA, TransAnglo Books, 1975. 160p ., illus., bibliography, index. A Spencer
Crump publication. $5.95)
Reviewer: R. CoKE Woon, Pacific Center for Western Studies,
University of the Pacific.
Remi Nadeau is one of the finest researchers and writers on
western topics that we have at the present time. He has a long list
of excellent publications, but none of them demonstrate his
tenacity for research more adequately than this publication on the
search for The Real Joaquin Murrieta . Although he is kind enough
to list two of my publications in his bibliography, I'm sure they did
little to help him ferret out what scant historical data exists for the
Murieta legend. I'm glad he did such exhaustive research, and I
know other writers dealing with the gold rush period in the
Mother Lode will also appreciate it. He proves convincingly that
the real Joaquin Murieta could not have been anything but a
small-time horse thief and cruel gangster who operated for a short
period in the 1850's in Southern California, and later moved to the
Amador, Calaveras, and Mariposa gold country in the spring of
1853. He makes it clear that most of the crime wave in the mining
area was attributed to "Joaquin," and that even the State reward
listed five Joaquins, not necessarily one bandit named Murieta who
rode with a cruel cutthroat named "Three-Fingered Jack."
He found in his research that much of the legend went back to
the account told by John Rollin Ridge (Yellow Bird), a Cherokee
Indian writer, who published the Life and Adventures of Joaquin
Murieta, the Celebrated California Bandit in 1854. He also found
that Captain Harry Love, leader of the California Rangers, made
up a good deal of the legend about the capture of Murieta in order
to make sure the governor would pay the reward money that was
offered his rangers in the spring of 1853.
However, I wish Mr. Nadeau had dropped into the Old Timers
Museum in Murphys, the town where Ridge said Murieta started
his career of crime, and seen my collection of Murieta Memora-
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bilia. I'd like him to see the tintype photograph claimed to be of
Murieta and given to the constable of Murphys, Ben Marshall, in
1850, when Murieta was peacefully operating a gambling business
in the "Sky Blue Tent." It was donated to the museum by Tom
Marshall, who became the second sheriff of Calaveras County in
1851 and claimed to know Murieta well. I would also like to have
his opinion about a little headboard about two feet tall with the
carving "Mr. J . Murieta, died June 1852," which was found about
twenty-five years ago on Murphy's creek about two miles below
Murphys. The long knife I have with eleven notches on the bone
handle and the letter "M" could also be explained, I'm sure, in
Nadeau's Chapter on "Joaquin Slept Here." Elvie Mitchler, postmaster of Murphys, paid "an old Mexican man" forty dollars for it
many years ago.
We're going to continue to show these objects because they help
us sell The Real Joaquin Murieta . Perhaps some day Remi Nadeau
will stop in the Old Timers Museum in Murphys and he and I can
swap tales about Joaquin Murieta .
CALIFORNIA GOLD CAMPS: A Geographical & Historical
Dictionary of Camps, Towns, and Localities Where Gold was
Found and Mined; Wayside Stations & Trading Centers, by
Erwin G. Gudde. Edited by Elisabeth K. Gudde . (Berkeley,
University of California Press, 1975. x, 467p. Illustrations, maps,
glossary, bibliography. $15 .95)
Reviewer: RoBERT BoNTA, Editor, San Joaquin Historian.
This dictionary and gazetter of the California gold camps, the
major part of which was completed just before the author's death
in May of 1969, was a rather natural outgrowth of his previous
well -known publication, California Place Names - A Geographical
Dictionary. That important work, first undertaken by Professor
Gudde in 1944, was sponsored by the University of California as
one of its contributions to the state's centennial observances, 19481950. The work was selective in nature, covering almost 6,000
entries out of the approximately 150,000 place names in California.
Completed and edited by his wife, Elizabeth (who had actively
assisted Gudde in the research work on both volumes), California
Gold Camps appears at the time of the celebration of our national
bicentennial - a fitting memorial to the scholarly ability of this
man whose background in both California history and philology
contributed so much to the success of both projects.
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Arranged in the two-column format of his first work, the new
book is, as the title indicates, limited primarily to California place
names that were involved with the mining of gold during the two
decades following the discovery of the precious metal by James
Marshall at Coloma in 1848. Exceptions to this general rule are the
numerous ferry sites, trading settlements, and wayside inns that
were included because of their close association with the gold
regions of the state.
Entries are arranged in alphabetical order and the information
on each varies in length from several lines per entry to as much as
two full columns for some of the more important settlements such
as Columbia and Sonora in Tuolumne County. Cross references
are used liberally, adding much to the overall usefulness of the
book . Information given on each entry includes geographical location based on existing communities and / or topographical features,
as well as a brief historical sketch . Notations concerning the
continued production of gold in significant quantities into the
latter part of the 19th and the beginning of the 20th centuries are
also included. While to the general reader the historical sketches
are probably of greater interest, the researcher will particularly
appreciate Gudde's inclusion of the earliest and the major source
material used in the preparation of each entry.
Eight maps placed at the beginning of the text are an aid to .the
reader who may wish to better identify the relative geographical
position of any entry. Numerous contemporary sketches and early
photographs of mining camps and camp scenes enliven the text
pages and enhance the overall appearance of the book. Readers
interested in Gudde's sources (for these sketches and photos) will be
disappointed, however, as no credits are given.
A combined glossary and bibliography includes the names of
individual contributors and technical words found in the entries,
as well as book, manuscript, and map sources used by the author.
For the readers' convenience an alphabetical listing of the entries
by county is appended.
California Gold Camps is an excellent book for both the researcher and the pleasure reader. It is certainly an important addition to the literature of the Gold Rush era. Critics who may be
natives of the gold country or history buffs will undoubtedly be
able to point out some errors or omissions, but this certainly does
not detract from the overall usefulness of this rather monumental
research project. With the sustained interest in the California Gold
Rush, this book should be in all school and public libraries as well
as home collections .
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THE NORTH AMERICAN INDIANS, A Selection of Photographs
by Edward S. Curtis. Text compiled with an introduction by
Joseph Epes Brown. (New York, Aperture, 1972. 95p., photographs . $10.00)
Reviewer: BRucE LABRACK, Professor of Anthropology, Callison
College, University of the Pacific.
Of the numerous artists, photographers, and other chroniclers of
the Native American way of life, Edward Curtis produced one of
the most beautiful and extensive graphic collections. From 1896 to
1930 he traveled the North American continent recording the faces,
rituals, and arts of what were then considered the "vanishing
Americans." The seventy photographs in this volume represent only
a tiny fraction of Curtis' work, most of which is preserved on 40,000
glass negatives. The selections were originally chosen as part of an
exhibition presented by the Philadelphia Museum of Art and they
are interspersed with a series of short selections, primarily from
Indian sacred writings. Both the introduction and text by Joseph
Epes Brown, himself an author and authority on Indian religious
life, center on spiritual and, hence, timeless qualities of aboriginal
life. The book can therefore be considered from two standpoints;
first as a photographic record, and second, as a statement about
their usefulness as what Brown calls "mirrors for identity." The
reproduction quality of the photographs is adequate, but could have
been improved by employing a better grade of paper. Judged by
several of the same prints in museums, or in other published collections of Curtis' work, the rendering of these photographs could be
improved. However, such technical considerations do not significantly detract from the readers' enjoyment of these sensitive and
meticulously detailed portraits.
The second aspect of the book is its overtly-stated premise that the
American Indian cultures were somehow more integrated with
nature and exhibit an underlying universal order, representing one
manifestation of the philosophia perennis. This is currently a
popular view but one which does, to some extent, minimize the
tremendous cosmological and ontological differences among Native
American religious systems .
Where this view creates an empathy on the part of the reader it is
admirable; where it creates a non-differentiated and homogenized
view of North American Indian spiritual expression it is regrettable .
This book is therefore an expensive appetizer ($10.00) and introduction to both the superb photogr~phs of Edward Curtis and a
generalized world view of their subject, the North American Indian.
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THE YOUNG JOHN STEINBECK, by Lee Richard Hayman,
introducted by James Atkinson, produced and directed by Vick
Knight. (Los Angeles, Key Records, 1975. Two cassettes, 108
min., table of contents. First edition limited to 1000 certified
numbered portfolios. $20 .00)
Reviewer: }AMES SHEBL, PH.D ., Associate Director, Pacific
Center for Western Studies, University of the Pacific.
Recent treatises on historiography discuss renewed efforts in oral
history with respect, albeit qualifiedly so. Via the taped interview
the scholar and / or aficionado have first-hand information by
which to temper their judgements. I say temper because certainly
the taped response is subject to a question of credibility . The
tendency is for those interviewed to color the facts of their
involvement with an interpretation and, indeed, dreams or projections, and of course, distance in time dims one's recall. Always the
user of taped materials must maintain a distance, testing verbal
response against documentation, watching for contradictions .
From an advised perspective, then, the tape can provide a great
deal of valuable information . The Young Steinbeck, two cassettes
which run 108 minutes, brings to the listener such informative
recollections of the boy "Steiny." Here is a somewhat shy boy,
generally never seen at social affairs or in the company of a
particular girl, a young man with a sense of humor, even prankish,
fondly recalled by classmates and friends. We learn that Steinbeck
was honest, candid even to the point of bluntness; Hayman
concludes that this same trait manifests itself in Steinbeck's
writings. From classmates we learn other things which enlighten
our analysis of this master writer from the Salinas Valley: few of
Steinbeck's childhood associates expected great things from Johnmany thought he'd be a minister of some sort . Others comment on
his relationship with his parents; evidently Mrs. Steinbeck was a
single-minded and forceful influence. "As a racist he was a
failure ." "He had a knowledge of a real people;" "He wiped out
prejudices ." His piano teacher comments that "John didn't like
Salinas ." From these observations, Hayman, supported by
Atkinson as commentator, leads the interviewed to draw some
rather sophisticated literary conclusions.
The Young John Steinbeck shows a masterful job of research. A
great deal of local color, the personal reminiscences, the introduction of new avenues of study, more than compensate for several
moments of vagueness and of idle chatter. But then such moments
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are ordinary, and the tapes propose to learn from the ordinary .
Hayman is to be congratulated for his contribution.
A BIBLIOGRAPHY OF CONTEMPORARY NORTH AMERICAN
INDIANS, Selected and Partially Annotated with Study Guides.
Compiled by William H. Hodge. (New York, Interland Publishing Inc., 1975. 230p., index. $27.50)
Reviewer: BRUCE LAB RACK, Assistant Professor of Anthropology,
Callison College, University of the Pacific.
American Indians are "in ." An inevitable, and not wholly
undesirable, result has been an outpouring of a vast quantity of
literature of all types and levels of quality. For the scholar this
volume of material represents a continuing battle to remain
current in specialized sub-fields, but for the interested layman or
beginning student such an array of data presents a formidable
barrier. For them the simple location and critical assessment of
sources can be a significant problem.
In the light of these difficulties, Hodge's bibliography is a welcome and well-organized research tool which should be of significant value to the general public. It is a "personal" selection which
could be criticized on specific points by historians, anthropologists,
and others in traditional academic disciplines, but on the whole it
is to be commended both for its scope and special features . It
contains study guides for "Indian Life Prior to 1875" and "Contemporary American Indian Life," lists of other (and more
specialized) bibliographies, and twenty-seven subject divisions
(over 2600 entries) covering everything from prehistory I archaeology to government publications, current Native American newspapers, sources of craft supplies, and a guide to museum collections . It would be impossible in a short space to even begin to
indicate the many ranges of information available.
For those with a beginning interest in North American Indians it
provides an excellent and handy source of general introductory
works, while those interested in specific geographic areas or tribal
groups will find the Index useful in locating more focused studies.
One negative factor is the relatively high cost of the volume, which
places it out of the range of all but the most serious student of
Indian studies; another is the lack of an author / title cross-index
which makes it very difficult to locate other articles by a specific
individual if he has written on different areas or tribes .
These minor points aside, Hodge has compiled a useful general

90

bibliography on North American Indians which should prove an
extremely valuable reference to teachers, students, and the
interested public.

MOUNT HOOD : Portrait of a Magnificent Mountain, by Don and
Roberta Lowe. (Caldwell, Idaho, Caxton Printers, 1975. ll9p.,
illus., (part col.), maps, index. $25 .00)
Reviewer: ERWIN BuRMEISTER, Head, Catalog Department,
University of the Pacific Library.
Fittingly, this beautiful book is dedicated "To those who love the
mountains." The color photos, in large folio format, are superb,
and are supplemented by historical photos in black and whiterwhich parallel the text containing historical sketches. Also included
are tales of mountain climbing from 1845 to the present, the
development of access to the timberline, and the construction of
the Timberline Lodge, a million dollar structure built during the
depression . The photos, by Don Lowe, are the outstanding feature
of this work, a coffee table book especially appreciated by those
who have visited and climbed this great peak .

THE AMERICAN HERITAGE HISTORY OF RAILROADS IN
AMERICA, by Oliver Jensen. (New York, American Heritage
Publishing Company, distributed by McGraw Hill Book Company, 1975. 320p., illus., part col., ports., maps, facsims.,
bibliography, index. $29 .95)
Reviewer: RoGER BARNETT, Professor of Geography, College of
the Pacific, University of the Pacific.
As one would expect from the publishing house, and for the price,
this is truly a splendid piece. Oliver Jensen, editor of American
Heritage, and a rail buff of impeccable credentials, writes with
the feeling that only a learned devotee can achieve, with the
judgment of a skilled and sensitive historian, and has collected his
illustrative materials with the discrimination one rarely finds
today. The publishers have every reason to feel that they have
produced a truly worthwhile bicentennial memorial to an institution which was so important to the development of the immense
territory of the United States .
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Fortunately the invention of photography, at least of Daguerreotypes, was contemporary with the emergence of the major railroad
building era. One is able therefore to assemble an impressive
collection of historical photographs to illustrate such a work;
indeed this volume is both a written and a photographic history.
Also some of the railroad companies themselves had from earliest
times a well -developed sense of their historical role, and
maintained archives and documents which we can now use and
reproduce . The railroad was never a humdrum or ordinary institution, and railroad men knew this . Our bicentennial history in this
present publication confirms the fact.
Perhaps even more impressive than the range and quantity of
photographs are the splendid collections of facsimiles of original
materials . The most striking to me was the reproduction of the
employee blacklist on page 160, and as the accompanying text
notes "a great deal of the history of labor is symbolized" by this list
and by the accompanying poster for a railroad brotherhood. But
not a facet of railroad history is missed among the facsimiles; a
sample of conductor's ticket punch holes, or of signs from a carbuilder's catalogs, stock certificates, tickets and menus in dining
cars, and of course the usual posters and maps. All are chosen with
care and an eye for completeness .
Finally the book is laced with contemporary extracts of texts,
letters, diaries, and so forth; the extracts of dialog between J. P.
Morgan and a staff member, and the I.C.C . board and Harriman
are fascinating examples of this type of material. These contemporary writings, presented outside the main text are invaluable in
giving the book depth.
A marvelous gift for the railroad buff in your family or circle of
friends; expensive but worthwhile as a historical document, and an
example of a first -class coffee table book.
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THE RAINBOW ROUTE; an illustrated history of the Silverton
Railroad, the Silverton Northern Railroad and the Silverton,
Gladstone & Northerly Railroad, by Robert E. Sloan and Carl
A. Skowronski . (Denver, Sundance, Ltd. 1975. 416p., maps, 1
in pocket, diagrs., bibliography, index. $34.95)
Reviewers : REUBEN W. SMITH AND WALTER H. F . SMITH.
Colorado's railroads have been fortunate - thanks to the Sundance Press-in having two excellent books appear within a year,
the first, Rio Grande .. . to the Pacific, reviewed in the Fall 1975
Pacific Historian, and now The Rainbow Route. Both are profusely illustrated and excellently detailed, with photographs, plans,
maps, equipment and personnel rosters. The text of The Rainbow
Route is a well-detailed account of the efforts of Otto Mears and
his followers to build railroads in the very rugged terrain of western Colorado. Quoting from the Foreward, "This is the story of
three small narrow gauge railroads with an aggregate length of less
than 50 miles, which operated for all too brief a period of time in
the harsh but magnificent mountain canons [sic] and high subalpine country of southwestern Colorado. Their construction
involved steeper grades and tighter curves than any other mountain railroad in North America, save one- the Uintah. And they
met a need not even the aggressive and powerful Denver and Rio
Grande was ever bold enough to fill."
The story begins with the arrival of Mears in the San Juan
region at the time of the rich mining strikes in the years that
followed the Civil War . Mears began with pack trains, went on to
toll roads and then railroads; the story parallels other areas in
Colorado. Relationships with the D & RG are traced; so are the
fortunes of Silverton.
In addition to a highly engaging narrative, the authors have
provided us with a number of truly spectacular photographs. For
the narrow gauge and the Colorado historian, the book is a must .
Modelers will appreciate the HO and 0 scale drawings; anyone
who loves mountains should leaf leisurely through it.
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SUGAR TRAINS PICTORIAL, by Jesse C. Conde. (Felton, Ca,
Glenwood Publishers, 1975. 19lp., illus., maps, facsims. $15 .50)
Reviewer: REUBEN W. SMITH, Dean, The Graduate School,
University of the Pacific .
This work is a collection of photographs and illustrations of the
narrow gauge sugar cane railways of the Hawaiian Islands . Some
of the pictures were left over from the author's previous works ,
Narrow Gauge in a Kingdom, and Sugar Trains (1973); others
came to light as a result of the publication of the earlier volumes .
Together these books form a documentary of the rail transportation system developed in the Islands in the last century and lasting
through the 1930's. While some of the lines could be classed as
common carriers, Hawaiian railroads were really there to move
the cane to the mills, and the sugar plantation economy, not the
subject of this book, was both intricate and capital intensive . Each
expensive piece of equipment required maximum utilization and
special adaptation to local geography and cane production. There
are only a few pages of text or quotes; the book is a collection of
illustrations. The manufacturer's drawings are a welcome addition
as are also the few locomotive erection plans .
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THE CANADIAN NATIONAL RAILWAYS' STORY, by Patrick
C . Dorin. (Seattle, Washington , Superior Publishing Company,
1975 . 206p., illus., tables, index. $13.95)
Reviewer: RocER BARNETT, Professor of Geography, College of
the Pacific, University of the Pacific.
As the author notes in his introduction, "A railway as large as
the Canadian National .. . is in many ways a difficult railway to
write about." Indeed, it is, and we can commend Mr. Dorin and
Superior Publishing for doing such a good job in this case. To
begin with, the story is sensibly limited to a survey of the C.N .
since its formation in 1919 from the variety of failing and debtridden enterprises that the Canadian government had no choice
but to rescue. The second chapter of the book is an admirable
survey of the fine efforts of the C . N. to keep itself at the forefront
of passenger train development at a time when U.S. companies
and its fellow Canadian Pacific were only too eager to be indifferent at best, or hostile at worst, to the passenger. It must be a
pleasure to write about a company with such a positive attitude.
In the realm of freight traffic and in chapters dealing with the
subsidiaries and special lines of the C .N., the book does an equally
good job. The range and quality of illustrations are excellent- again
particularly in the impressive range of passenger vehicles . The
appendices contain the usual lists of equipment information in full
detail. In short the overall quality of presentation is exceptionally
high .
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Notes From The Book Editor
Ernistine Smutny, Book Editor
THE WINE BIBBER'S BIBLE, by
James Norwood Pratt, with the Collaboration of Jaques de Caso; drawings by Sara Raffeto. (San Francisco,
101 Productions, 1975. 192p., illus. ,
maps, glossary, index . paper $4 .95)
PRACTICING PLANT PARENT HOOD, by Maggie Baylis. Plant
illustrations by E . D. Bills, others by
author. (San Francisco, 101 Productions, 1975. 192p., illus, index.
$7.95, paper $4.95)
BREAD SCULPTURE; the Edible Art,
by Ann Wiseman . (San Francisco,
101 Productions, 1975. 96p., illus.
paper, $2.95)
Three attractive new books have been
released by one of the more imaginative
small presses of California. The "revised standard version" of the Wine
Bibber's Bible will be joyously acclaimed by both those who cherished
the 1971 edition and those who will
meet it for the first time. While the
authors describe the history of wine
grape varieties and different methods
for making wines and champagnes, the
primary emphasis is on choosing and
serving wines for enjoyment. They rank
"some five hundred of the finest bottles"
-primarily Californian - currently available , giving sensible advice on quality vs
price differential. The attractive line
drawings, in a wine color, add a misty
and intriguing dimension to the text.
Practicing Plant Parenthood illustrates eye-catching and highly unusual
containers for the common and uncommon plants described in its pages.
The author of House Plants for the
Purple Thumb gives thumbnail sketches
of plants for all possibilities and sound
advice for preservation, propagation
and problem solving.
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Bread Sculpture, unlike the other
two, cannot be considered "western."
But it is one of the gayest and most
charmingly illustrated tidbits to buy for
a spouse or friend that you could
possibly find - and if you cast this bread
upon the waters it might just return in a
highly edible form I
PAPERS CONCERNING ROBERTSON'S COLONY IN TEXAS, Com piled and Edited by Malcolm D.
McLean. vII: 1823 Through Septem ber, 1826; Leftwich's Grant. (Fort
Worth Texas, Texas Christian University Press, 1975. 687p ., facsims.,
bibliography, index. $20.00)
This second volume of the Papers was
published in 1975 to commemorate the
150th anniversary of the date when the
printed stock certificates for 'Leftwich's
Grant' were issued to the members of
the Association. The first volume described the formation of the Association
and followed the activities of the com missioners who went to Mexico City to
request permission to settle in Texas up
to the time that they returned, leaving
Robert Leftwich in Mexico to take care
of details. The second tells the t rials and
tribulations endured by Leftwich during the three years he spent in obtaining
the contract of settlement, and includes
an English version of the documents on
his official negotiations with the national and state governments in Mexico. Of
particular interest are the letters showing the role played by Stephen Austin
both in regard to tht rival impresarios
and those describing Indian coalitions
and attacks.
Dr. McLean has provided a full
summary for this portion of the papers
as well as footnoting the individual documents so that one can easily follow the
action . It is also a significant help to

have an index for the volume instead of
having to wait until the set is complete .
. AMERICAN JOURNEYS: An Anthology of Travel in the United States.
Edited by E. D. Bennett, Foreword
by Bern Keating. Consulting Editors
Robert N . McCready, John I. White .
(Convent Station, N. J. Travel Vision,
1975 . Distributed by The Exxon
T rave l Club. $3.95, paper $2.9.5)
Probably all those who colonized our
land, whether red man or white, were
wanderers from elsewhere. Certainly
our history abounds with tales of travel,
and this absorbing anthology of 46 selections covers travel by foot, wagon, boat,
stagecoach, dog sled, rail, automobile,
plane and space capsule as described by
authors as well-known as Mark Twain
or John Bidwell or as little-known as
Susan Magoffin or Frederick Whymper.
Together the selections form a colorful
mosaic of historical development .
GOLD AND SILVER COLOSSUS:
William Morris Stewart and his
Southern Bride, by Ruth Hermann .
(Sparks, Nevada, Dave's Printing &
Publishing, 1975. 429p., illus., ports.,
facsims, maps, bibliography, index.
$11.50)
Bill Stewart was, both physically and
metaphorically, a colossus - a man to
match the mountains of his adopted
state . Gold and silver miner, self-trained
lawyer, state and U .S. legislator, he
made and spent more than one fortune,
made many friends, few enemies and a
lasting impact on the history of the west.
At his death one paper stated that "His
career . . . would furnish the raw
materials for half a dozen . . . novels,"
and Hermann has done full justice to
both the colorful Bill and the southern
beauty who shared his life in mining
camps and capitals . An "Appendix"
(p.327-370) is devoted to a brief account
of Annie's family background and her
life before her marriage.

DISCOVERING THE CALIFORNIA
COAST, by the Editors of Sunset
Books, edited by Jack McDowell .
(Menlo Park, Ca., Lane Publishing
Agency, 1975. 288p., illus (part
colored), maps, diagrs., bibliography
of selected readings, index. A Sunset
Pictorial. $14.95)
Sunset Books and Lane Publishing
Company are so well known and
universally acclaimed that a reviewer
need do little more than inform California buffs that another treat is in store for
them. This big handsome volume is
filled with pictures of both the bygone
days and the bustling present and laced
with
description,
history
and
commentary .
Should you not have the opportunity
to travel the California Coast you can
savor much of its charm in these pages;
if you do, you will enjoy reading the
pertinent pages before and after your
trip. And, since it is obvious that no
book of this scope can hope to be
definitive, the editors have included an
excellent short list of "Selected Read ings" to assist the newcomer to California history. But, however excellent the
brief text, the well-chosen and far ranging pictures make this book a
must for your shelves.
EMPEROR NORTON OF SAN FRANCISCO, a Look at Life and Death
and Strange Burials of the Most
Famous Eccentric of Gold Rush
California, by William M. Kramer.
(Santa Monica, Norton B. Stern,
1974. 66p., illus ., ports ., facsims.,
bibliographic footnotes. 300 copies
printed. $1) .00)
Much has been written about Joshua
Abraham Norton, the self-styled "Em peror of the United States and Protector
of Mexico," but, as Kramer points out,
very little has been said about his Jewish
heritage or the fact that neither his
burial nor reburial was held with Jewish
rites. In this slender volume Kramer
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recapitulates Norton's life and death,
quoting at times from previously un cited Jewish papers. Although he presents two possible and plausible reasons
for the failure of the well-organized San
Francisco Jewery to provide a proper
burial for Norton (they had, after all,
paid this homage to Jews who died at
the State Hospital in Stockton) he leaves
an open question as to which of the two
solves the mystery.
TO WALK W ITH A QUIET MIND.
Hikes in the Woodlands, Parks and
Beaches of the San Francisco Bay
Area, by Nancy Olmsted. (San Francisco, Sierra Club Books, 1975. 192p.,
maps, bibliog. A Sierra Club Totebook. paper, $5.95)
This Totebook is especially desirable
for the many Californians who live
within striking distance of the San Francisco Bay area . Who would dream of the
miles and miles of hiking trails in some
200,000 acres of public lands? Suitable
for cars, bicycles, horses or foot only,
open to pets or strictly no dogs allowed,
the various woods, beaches, streams and
trails are described in enough detail to
allow the hiker to know exactly what to
expect. Further, the text, filled with
details of landscape, seascape, natural
history and descriptions of the delights
of the various seasons and weather of
one's hike, are an irresistible invitation
to the arm chair traveller as well as the
novice or seasoned hiker.
IN THE OCEAN WIND. The Santa
Cruz North Coast. Cynthia Wayburn
and Peter Scott, Editors, with an
introduction by Peter Beagle. Felton
Calif., Glenwood Publishers, 1974.
143p., illus. $9.75)
The California coast is a harsh and
fragile land and much of it, devoured by
subdividers and developers., is lost to
public access . Each closure of a beach
access throws an additional burden on
the remaining open areas, and inevita-
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bly over-use will destroy much of the
beauty these possess. But the economic
pressure of rising taxes, in the absence of
state action or public protest, will
inevitably doom the agriculture / grazing
areas not only of the Santa Cruz North
Coast, now immediately threatened,
but the rest of the wild and windswept
open coastal areas as well.
Wayburn and Scott present an articu late and compelling case for saying NO
to tragedies like "five thousand houses
(mostly second homes) on a 950-acre
piece of ocean frontage" and other indignities which would swiftly follow .
Access roads, water and sewage problems, more dams (which would destroy
more beaches) and another precious bit
of open space will no longer be open.
"Therefore ask not" as the poet warns
"for whom the bell tolls" - it tolls for us
all, and if we do not heed its warning
we will all suffer for our silence.
LOGGING THE REDWOODS, by
Lynewood Carranco and John T .
Labbe. (Caldwell, Idaho, Caxton
Printers, 1975. ill us., ports., facsims.,
maps on lining paper, index. $14.95)
The Sequoia, one of the noblest of
trees, once flourished throughout much
of the northern hemisphere. As land formation and climate conditions changed,
these trees vanished except in the area
which remained hospitable to their
needs - the fog belt of the CaliforniaOregon coast. A spectacularly tall, longlived tree with few natural enemies and
magnificent wood, it was an obvious
candidate for logging, and loggers have
been cutting the vast forests as assid uously as they could since the population increase of the Pacific coast in the
first half of the nineteenth century
brought the need for large supplies of
lumber .
Here is the story, illustrated with
many contemporary photographs, of
the fall of the giants. From Monterey
Bay in California to Brookings in
southern Oregon, the 500-odd miles of

coast have played host to numerous
enterprises that have cut and slashed
and marketed - to view the enormous
trestles and skids for moving the logs,
one would believe that the lumber
companies, like the gold mining companies, used enough wood to consume
their profits! Only small areas of virgin
trees still remain, and although the coast
redwood, unlike its Yosemite cousins ,
reproduces by sprouts, thousands of
acres of once flourishing forest have
never been allowed to regenerate , and
second growth areas are still some three
hundred years short of full maturity.
DIARY OF A SAN DIEGO GIRL 1856, by Victoria Jacobs. Edited by
Sylvia Arden . (Santa Monica, Norton
B. Stern, 1974. 75p., illus., ports.,
maps. Edition limited to 500 copies
$7 .50)
In June 1856, shortly before her
eighteenth birthday, Victoria began to
make entries in her diary, a gift from
her fiance. For about nine months she
recorded her hopes and expectations,
her daily activities and important local
events.
Slight but charming, still a little
childish but showing her developing
maturity, her diary is a paen to young
love as well as a unique record of daily
life in a very young tqwn. The entries
reflect a closely knit, affectionate family
and a small community where everyone
seems to enjoy friendly relations with
everyone else.
Sylvia Arden has added details to
identify the many references to people
and events and filled in the main outline
of Victoria's life. Her days in her "future
happy home" with her dear Maurice
were, unfortunately, all too few , for she
died in 1861. Her younger son preserved
her diary and his daughter has allowed
others to share it.
THE BIG OAK FLAT ROAD TO
YOSEMITE: An Account of Freighting from Stockton to Yosemite Valley,

by Irene D. Paden and Margaret E .
Schlichtmann . (Oakland, Holmes
Book Co., 1959, reprint cl975. 356p.,
illus ., ports. , maps, (part folded),
notes, bibliography . $8.95, paper
$5.95)
The Big Oak Flat Road, printed
earlier in limited editions, has never
been as widely available as its subject
would have justified. This attractive
copy is lithographed from the first
edition , printed by Lawton Kenn~dy in
1955. Librarians and history students
will be pleased that this well-known text
is now easily obtainable.
THE VALLEY OF THE MOON, by
Jack London. Introduction by Russ
Kingman, with frontispiece by
George Harper. (Santa Barbara and
Salt Lake City, Peregrine Smith,
530p., frontis. Cloth $14.95, paper
2 v. at $4.45 ea.)
To celebrate the 100th anniversary of
Jack London 's birth, Peregrine Smith is
"republishing in handsome new editions
some of London's most significant writing" in a Jack London Centennial Series.
The Valley of the Moon, a benchmark
in the rise of realistic writing and out of
print for years, richly deserves to be
discovered by a new generation which
cherishes the land of which it sings.
FACTORIES IN THE FIELD; the
Story of Migratory Farm Labor in
California, by Carey McWilliams.
(Santa Barbara and Salt Lake City,
Peregrine Smith, 1971. 335p . , bibliography. paper $3.45)
An attractive and inexpensive reprint
of the 1971 edition of McWilliams'
standard work will again make it easily
available. Anyone who has not read the
sordid story of the "hired slaves" of
California farms will find that it will
increase his understanding of today's
more successful drive for unionization .
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DEATH VALLEY: Geology, Ecology,
Archaeology, by Charles B. Hunt.
(Berkeley, University of California
Press, 1975. 243p., illus., diagrs.,
maps, bibliography, index. $14 .95)
Professor Hunt has combined the
essence of four reports- three U.S.G.S .
Professional Papers written by him and
one University of Utah Anthropological
Paper by his wife - and presented it in as
non -technical language as possible in
order to reach a broad audience.
Beginning with a brief description of
Death Valley and its life, he traces the
long prehistory of its formation and
characteristic physical features, describ ing water sources and quality, mineral
deposits, earthquakes and faults. He
explains the conclusions drawn from
artifacts and bones about Indian occupation and animal distribution, and
what can be learned from the more
modern artifacts which we commonly
call litter. We learn why earlier glass
turns purple in the sun, and why
ancient and modern glass are so similar.
The final chapter describes plant and
animal geography - the surprisingly
large numbers of large and small animals, reptiles, fish, birds and less
welcome pests that survive so harsh and
unyielding an environment.
About 163 carefully chosen and
explained photographs and line drawings illustrate the more technical details
and clarify the text, clearly showing the
varied faces and facets of a truly remarkable area which has, quite fitting ly, been designated as a National
Monument.
DOMESTICATE OR EXTERMINATE;
California Indian Treaties Unratified
and Made Secret in 1852, by Chad L.
Hoopes. (Loleta, Calif., Redwood
Coast Publications, 1975. 135p.,
ill us ., ports., maps, bibliography.
paper, $4.00)
While it may be historically true that
might usually makes right, the Ameri-
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can people have felt very deep m1sg1vings about their own role in living by
this maxim . In the past it was customary
to denigrate the humanity or even the
right to life of those who originally held
the lands we now inhabit, but many feel
a strong sense of guilt and a desire to
make reparations for the wrongs com mitted by our fore bearers. Hoopes' book
is a sober and well-documented account
of the shameful story of why the
eighteen treaties to which they agreed
were never ratified or honored. The
Indians are now suing for satisfaction of
some of their claims, but most of us will
prefer to believe that these claims have
no validity, just as we will believe that
the bureaucracy which failed so badly
with the Indians will somehow see that
the Eskimos are protected from greedy
whites in Alaska .
OTHER HOMES AND GARBAGE, Designs for Self-Sufficient Living, by Jim
Leckie, Gil Masters, Harry Whitehouse, and Lily Young. (San Francisco, Sierra Club Books, 1975 . 302p .,
diagrs ., maps, charts, tables , bibliographies, index. paper, $9.95)
The title may be a little flippant , but
the text is a comprehensive guide to
environmental engineering. The
authors, faculty from the School of En gineering at Stanford, organized an
experimental workshop on self-sufficient
living systems, and the reports from the
various sub-courses of their workshop
formed the basis of Other Homes. Here,
in comprehensible terminology with
ample diagrams and supplementary
bibliographies, is information about all
factors of life essentials: the placement
and design of homes, including structure, heating, cooling, lighting, power,
water, waste disposal , landscaping, and
even food production.
As the authors stress, the population
explosion and the wasteful exploitation
of natural resources have outstripped
the ability of natural regenerative
capacities to correct the damage . Unless

we voluntarily change our ways and
learn to conserve and adapt - "to live in
harmony with our natural environment'' - we may well find that we no
longer have alternatives.
RETRACING THE BUTTERFIELD
TRAIL THROUGH ARIZONA, A
Guide to the Route of 1857-1861.
Written , Mapped and Photographed
by Gerald T . Ahnert. (Los Angeles,
Westernlore Press, 1973. ll2p., illus .,
maps . $9 . 75.)
Ahnert has carefully gathered all the
information he could find on the route
of the Butterfield Trail in Arizona - the
most hazardous segment of the Trail ··
and the stations which offered water,
horses, and rest, secure from Indian
attacks. After a brief introduction outlining the background and history of the
Butterfield Overland Company from
1858 to 1860, he supplies 36 sketch topo graphic maps which indicate in detail
the known or surmised route of the Trail
in relation to present day roads, pipe
lines, etc. The site of each station is
marked , and , where possible, a floor
plan of the station is given. The accompanying pictures, unfortunately
dark and lacking the brilliant sharpness
of the Arizona sun, show extant ruins or
landmarks, road ruts or artifacts of the
Trail, and the brief text supplies information on each station and exact directions for finding it.
WILDLIFE ENCOUNTERS, Photographs by Bob and Ira Spring, Text
by Ira Spring, Edited by Harvey
Manning. (Seattle, Superior Publishing Company, 1975. 109p., illustrations. $14.95)
If you enjoy looking at lovely pictures
of scenery and wildlife with just enough
text to clarify but not surfeit this is a
book for you. Fifty color plates and
many black and white photos show
buffalo and bear cubs, trumpeter swans
and chicadees, mountain goats and

ground squirrels, glacial lakes and high
meadows, sea anenome and rain forest
flowers , while a knowledgeable guide
spins interesting stories of animals wild
and half-tame to help the pictures come
alive.
KINSEY, PHOTOGRAPHER . A halfCentury of Negatives, by Darius and
Tabitha May Kinsey , With contributions by Son and Daughter Darius,
Jr. and Dorothea. Produced by Dave
Bohn and Rodolfo Petschek. (San
Francisco, Scrimshaw Press, 1975.
2 v . ill us . Limited printing. $150.00)
Beautifully printed on fine paper, the
reproductions of Kinsey's work in this
volume speak for themselves. There is
no doubt that Kinsey, a modest and
dedicated man, was one of the great
photographers of all time. Although
some of his work was exhibited at the
1900 Paris Exposition and at the New
York Museum of Modern Art in 1962,
only a few logging pictures, used in
Superior's 1954 This W as Logging,
have been published .
Scrimshaw has remedied this lack
with a set which combines.an interesting
and well -written family history of a
remarkable husband-wife team and 200
photographs chosen from their works.
(Mrs. Kinsey was the developing room
artist) . For technical excellence, historical interest or sheer pleasure, these
photographs offer a rewarding experience to the viewer.
GEORGE CATLIN: Letters and Notes
on the North American Indians,
Edited and with an Introduction by
Michael MacDonald Mooney in One
Volume . (New York, Clarkson N.
Potter, Inc., distributed by Crown
Publishers, Inc. 366p., illus ., (part
col.) , ports., sketches, bibliography,
index. $15.00)
By any measure George Catlin was a
remarkable man. Born in 1796 on the
edge of the frontier, he was the fifth
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child (of fourteen children) of a lawyer
trained in the classics who became a
farmer and managed to survive and
prosper in spite of all odds. George also
became a lawyer, but art was his true
love, and he soon abandoned books for
the brush . His skill as a miniaturist and
portrait painter brought almost instant
recognition, but his desire to find "some
branch or enterprise of the art to which
to devote a whole life-time of enthusiasm" was met when a delegation of Indians stopped in Philadelphia on the
way to Washington. Fired with the determination to visit every tribe on the
continent and to bring home portraits
and artifacts and to prepare "full notes
on their character and history," he,
more than any other man, has been the
source of our knowledge of the Native
Americans. Having trained himself in
the rapid execution of oils, he was able
to execute an enormous quantity of excellent work and hundreds of sketches in
a remarkably short period of time. His
skill and obvious interest, combined
with tact and good judgement, won the
affection of his subjects, and he was
allowed to witness rites and ceremonies
no other white man was privileged to
see .
His sense of urgency and mission was
fully justified, for close on his heels came
the flood of settlers and traders, the
scourge of smallpox and the destruction
of wildlife on which the Indian survival
depended . Although Catlin was never
fully appreciated in his lifetime (antiIndian sentiment increased as the
settlers demanded more and more land)
his sketches, portraits, voluminous notes
and extensive travels are the sole source
of our knowledge of many tribes that
were obliterated soon after his records
were made. Mooney, in editing and
condensing Catlin's two -volume "Letters and Notes," has added a sympathetic and knowledgeable background
introduction on the man himself and the
times in which he lived, and has succeeded in his desire to make the work accessible and meaningful to the general reader.
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THE AMERICAN INDIAN, Edited by
Norris Hundly, Jr.; Foreword by
Vine Deloria, Jr. (Santa Barbara,
Clio Books, 1974. 151p., maps, foot notes, index. cloth $9 .50, paper
$4.75)
THE CHICANO, Edited by Norris
Hundley, Jr.; Introduction by Matt
Meier and Feliciano Rivera; Foreword
by Manuel Leon-Portilla. (Santa Barbara, Clio Books, 1957. 168p ., maps,
footnotes, index. cloth $9.50, paper
$4.75)
The papers from the Pacific Historical
Review which are reprinted in these two
volumes were chosen to give a reasoned and reasonable-picture of two large
minority groups in our country. Written
by both knowledgeable "insiders" and
"outsiders" the essays are also invaluable
as supplementary texts for students in
the new ethnic studies programs which
are being developed in many schools . In
typography and format the volumes are
attractive, and page footnotes facilitate
the reading of references, which are
otherwise too often ignored. Colleges
and high schools will undoubtedly
purchase many copies of these texts, but
the general public would be well
advised to consider them seriously.
INDIANS IN THE FUR TRADE: Their
Role as Trappers, Hunters, and
Middlemen in the Lands Southwest of
Hudson Bay, 1660-1870, by Arthur J.
Ray . (Toronto, University of Toronto
Press, 1974. 249p. , maps, charts,
bibliog., index. paper, $4 .50)
Ray's work is unusual in concentrating primarily on the role of the Indian in
the fur trade and showing how trade
reliance built on exchange of furs for
desirable white goods caused overtrapping and eventual dependence .
Unlike the situation in the U.S.,
relations between the Canadians and
Indians were relatively peaceful; nevertheless, cultural and economic factors,

combined with epidemics and depleted
resources , brought sweeping changes
which signalled the end of a way of life.
It is instructive- though sad - to read that
the Indians, given guns and steel traps,
slaughtered as indiscriminently as the
whites, hastening the day they would
have to adapt to the white man 's life or
perish.
DESERT RIVER CROSSING; Historic
Lee's Ferry on the Colorado River,
by W. L . Rusho and C. Gregory
Crampton . (Salt Lake City and Sarita
Barbara, Peregrine Smith , 1975 .
126p. , illus., ports. , maps, bibliog. ,
footnotes , index. paper $5 .95)
The Colorado is not a peaceful river ,
and for much of its length it flows
through magnificent canyons which are
beautiful to behold but well-nigh im possible to navigate. It is not surprising,
then, that the relatively open area at the
confluence of the Paria River became an
important ferry crossing. Established
and operated by the Mormons, the ferry
carried anyone who came by, including,
though not voluntarily, several notorious outlaws. The ferry and adjacent
properties were sold in 1909, and by
1920 it was clear that a bridge was the
only feasible long term solution. Navajo
Bridge was finally constructed about six
miles downstream .
The interesting anecdotes of the river
and its crossing, as well as the "Tour
Section : A Guide to Historic Sites and
Places At and Near Lee's Ferry, " make
this volume useful for both the student
and the traveller .
A BIOGRAPHY OF EZRA THOMPSON
CLARK, by Annie Clark Tanner . Introduction by Obert C . Tanner. (Salt
Lake City, Tanner Trust Fund , University of Utah Library, 1975 . 82p.,
ports ., index . Utah, the Mormons and
the West No . 5. $8 .50)
Published in an edition limited to
1,250 . copies, this slender volume is a

daughter's loving tribute to her father.
Annie Clarke Tanner, the child of a second marriage, was herself, as she so
touchingly detailed in "A Mormon
Mother," a second wife when she left
her family home . Perhaps her own experiences make her more appreciatively
aware of the remarkable qualities her
father possessed , both in his ability to
manage money and his success in maintaining two disparate but harmon ious
households.
ORIGINS OF NEW MEXICO FAMILIES in the Spanish Colonial period .
In Two Parts: the Seventeenth (15981693) and the Eighteenth (1693-1821)
Centuries, by Fray Angelico Chavez,
with four illustrations by Jose Cisneros . (Santa Fe, N.M., William
Gannon, 1975. 339p., bibliography,
illus . $25 .00, paper $15.00)
This indispensible list of Spanish pioneers in that part of New Mexico which
still bears its seventeenth-century name
was first published in 1954. This "unabridged and unaltered reprint ," wellprinted on good quality off-white paper,
will be welcome by all libraries and
historians who missed the first edition or
need a second copy .
MAXWELL LAND GRANT; A New
Mexico Item, by William A. Keleher.
(Santa Fe, N .M . . William Gannon,
1975. 166p., ports., illus., fold. map
in pocket , bibliography , index.
$15.00)
Originally published in 1942, this
brief but comprehensive history of the
Maxwell Land Grant was reissued in
1967 and has now been reprinted with
an additional preface by the author's
son . The Grant itself was enormous,
containing nearly 2,680 square miles,
and, as the author states, its full history
would require several volumes. These
volumes, however have never been written, and Keleher's work retains its importance to all those who are interested in
the fascinating history of New Mexico .
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TRAILING THE LONGHORNS a century later. Text and Photographs by
Sue Flanagan; Foreword by Wayne
Card . (Austin, Madrona Press, 1974.
209p., ill us., notes, bibliography,
map, index. $18.50)
The American cowboy - an integral
part of the American Dream- is in large
part a heritage of the cattle drive of the
great western - especially Texas - ranches.
Flanagan has thoroughly researched the
realities of the legendary cattle trails,
the Goodnight-Loving Trail, the Chisholm Trail and the Western Trail.
Thousands of miles of travel and
hundreds of photographs, together with
hours of background research and about
two hundred knowledgeable individuals
who assisted with letters or interviews,
have resulted in a thoroughly readable
and authorative book on the longhorns
and the long trails - the grime and the
hardships, the economic risks and
rewards, the genesis of the undying
glamour of the era that has largely
vanished.
THEY SADDLED THE WEST, by Lee
M . Rice and Glenn R. Vernam.
Drawings by the Authors, Photographs from the Lee M. Rice Collection . (Cambridge, Md., Cornell
Maritime Press, 1975. 190p., illus.,
ports., index. $10)
Here is a book for the specialist - just
about everything that can be gleaned
about the development and makers of
the western saddle. While this nonequestrian, most of whose rides were on
muleback, would have profited greatly
from a glossary, those "in the know" will
find answers to almost any question
about saddles short of how to make
one themselves, and the authors have
other books on that subject .
THEODORE ROOSEVELT; the Story
Behind the Scenery, by Henry A.
Schoch. Photography by Wilford L .
Miller and Rikki Thompson. Edited
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by Gwen DenDooven, Book Design
by K.C. DenDooven. (Las Vegas ,
Nevada, KC Publications, 1974.
321p ., colored illus., bibliography.
paper, $1.50)
General Alfred Sully, though an artist
of no small talent, spoke as a soldier
when he described the western Dakota
badlands as "hell with the fires out ."
While a farmer or rancher would call
them useless, they have, in reality, a
strange and haunting beauty, and they
are filled with native plants which
support a varied wild life .
Theodore Roosevelt is the most recent
DenDooven guidebook to our national
parks, and it includes a brief geological
essay on the weird rock formations and
stream beds of the badlands as well as
an historical summary of the peoples
who have inhabited them. Many color
photographs of both scenery and wild
life will entice the traveler to visit this
spectacular national park which was
created in tribute to our first conservation -minded president.
LADY OF TAOS, by Richard L. Luna.
(Colorado Springs, El Napeste Publishing Company, 1974. 329p ., illus .,
ports., facsims., genealogical tables,
biographical footnotes, index. $11.00)
Luna, a descendant of early Spanish
voyagers to the new world, has used
family diaries and records to trace 150
years of his fore bearers' history. This
kaleidescope of fictionized fact moves
swiftly from episode to episode. Very
often the thread of the story is carried by
conversation or personal reminiscences
in the historical fiction style, and while
this device does give a strong sense of the
dual Mexican-American background, it
makes it more difficult to sort out the
characters and the chronology . There
are many typographical errors, but
these do not normally hinder the reader.
SIXTEENTH CENTURY MEXICO; the
work of Sahagun. Edited by Munro S.
Edmonson. A School of American

Research Book. (Albuquerque, University of New Mexico Press, 1974.
292p ., figures, tables, facsirns ., references, index. $15.00)
The School of American Research and
the University of Utah have for many
years supported the translation and
publication of Sahagun's General History. As part of its Advanced Seminar
Program in Anthropology, the School
brought together ten eminent scholars to
examine problems presented by Sahagun 's work: e.g., biography , methods of
research, and the sociological , anthro pological, and ethnographic significance of the test . Sahagun, who carne to
Mexico at thirty and spent the rest of his
life in missionary work around Mexico
City, was a remarkable man in more
than one sense of the word. Believing
that true conversion of the natives could
be achieved only through relating
Christianity to their own religion and
sacred calendar, he devoted his efforts
to learning and understanding the Aztec
culture and religion . These essays, while
obviously intended for the scholar, will
nevertheless appeal to the serious
amateur.
FROM GLORY TO OBLIVION : The
Real Truth about the Mexican R.evolution, by Guy Weddington
McCreary. (New York, Vantage
Press, 1974. 272p., illus., ports., maps
on lining paper, bibliography, index.
$6 .95)
For the first time the personal papers
of Jose Maria Maytorena have been
made available for an historical in terpretation. Maytorena, a revolution ary Governor of Sonora and active
participant in the Mexican MaderaVilla Revolution, was intimately
involved in Mexican politics from his
early support of General Reyes as a
people's choice vice-president in 1909
through the death of Madero, the defeat
of Villa and the victory of Carranza
until after his own exile.

McCreary has used these archival
materials in conjunction with other
published accounts to show how many
ideals of the Revolution were twisted
and corrupted and to restore Maytorena
to his rightful place in Mexican history.
Future scholars will wish that he had .
seen fit to include the full text of the
letters and papers for further evaluation. His own obvious sympathy for
Maytorena and his apparently close
connections with the family will inevitably cause his conclusions to be
questioned, and such publication would
greatly assist in justifying them.
LONGBOAT TO HAWAII, An Account of the Voyage of the Clipper
Ship HORNET of New York, Bound
to San Francisco in 1866, as recorded
in the journals of Captain Josiah A.
Mitchell, Master and Henry Ferguson, Passenger, Samuel Ferguson,
Passenger, Together with Observations . . . as Preapared by . . .
Mark Twain. Assembled and Edited,
and with a Foreword and Afterword
by Alexander Crosby Brown . (Cam bridge, Md ., Cornell Maritime Press,
1974. 254p . , illus., ports., facsirns.,
maps, bibliography, index . $12.50)
On Thursday, May 3, 1886, the
American clipper ship Hornet, on a routine voyage from New York to San
Francisco, caught fire from the carelessness of a mate. So rapidly did the
flarnable cargo burn that the crew was
fortunate to escape to the boats,
although there was little opportunity to
gather food to supplement the emergency rations already stored in them.
The quarter boats, each headed by
one of the mates, were lost, but the
longboat, thanks to the ability and tenacity of the captain, reached Hawaii
safely after an incredible 43 days with
all the men alive, though on the verge of
starvation. Remarkably, the Captain
and the two passengers continued to
make entries in the journals they had
kept from the beginning of the voyage,
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so that the daily story of their desperate
bid for life was preserved.
In Hawaii the men were expertly
cared for, and the news of their rescue
spread rapidly. When the survivors
were brought to Honolulu, a young
reporter rose from his sick-bed to interview them and wrote all night to have a
dispatch ready for a departing ship .
This scoop was Mark Twain's first im portant publication, and marked his
debut as a "literary person. " The three
journals, along with Twain's comments,
make up the major portion of this book,
while introductory and final chapters
give background information and tell
what happened to the men after their
return. The final chapter gives a brief
account of other remarkable feats of
navigation. Truth, indeed, is often
stranger than fiction!
HAWAII UNDER ARMY RULE, by J.
Gardner Anthony. (Honolulu, University Press of Hawaii, cl955, reprinted 1975. 203p ., notes, appendices, index . paper $3.95)
Originally published in the Stanford
University Press series "Stanford Books
in World Politics," this study of military
rule in Hawaii has been reissued as a
reminder (in a post-Watergate era of inflation, energy crises, CIA and FBI
scandals and world-wide unrest) that
we must not again allow martial law to
replace civil power as it did there in
World War II.
THE PACIFIC ISLANDS, by Douglas
L. Oliver. Illustrations by Sheila
Mitchell Oliver, Foreword by Harry
L . Shapiro. (Honolulu, University
Press of Hawaii, 1975, cl961. 456p.,
sketches, maps, bibliography, index.
paper, $4.95)
First printed in 1951 and revised in
1961, Oliver's excellent one-volume
history covers the vast Pacific basin with
its numerous islands and cultures. The
Islanders, the aliens, the extreme
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changes caused by the impact of modern
technology and the holocaust of World
War II are described in easily-read
chapters which combine geography,
economics, history, ethnology, and
politics to provide a comprehensive
picture of an area more romanticized
than understood.
STRAIN OF VIOLENCE: Historical
Studies of American Violence and
Vigilantism, by Richard Maxwell
Brown . (New York, Oxford University Press, 1975 . 397p., references in
"Notes," index. $13 .95)
Brown, a consultant to the National
Commission on the Causes and Prevention of Violence and a contributor to its
report Violence in America, traces the
strain of violence that runs throughout
the history of our land. He examines the
colonial period with its insurgencies,
riots, slave rebellions and conspiracies,
the Revolution, the unrest leading to the
Civil War and the appearance of political assassination, the rise of vigilantism
and the lynch law, the family blood
feud, the phenomenon of mass murders
and the ghetto uprisings of the 1960's.
We cannot deny that, from our
earliest beginnings, we have , as a
people, allowed the end to justify
the means - we have constantly used violent methods to achieve peaceable
goals. This book and its marshalled
tables of statistics are a sober - and
sobering - account of the split in our
national life between extremism and
·moderation. Unfortunately, there is no
obvious or easy solution to the dilemma;
the disparate chapters offer only food
for thought about our nat ional ethics
and our legal system.
THE SPIRIT OF '76; The Growth of
American Patriotism Before Independence, 1607-1776, by Carl Bridenbaugh. (New York, Oxford University
Press, 1975. 162p ., bibliographies,
footnotes, index. $8.95)

Bridenbaugh stresses the often neglected fact that the American Revolution did not occur at the beginning of
the English settlements in the new
world, but some 170 years later. During
this period the immigrants, primarily
British but with a strong admixture of
other nationalities, shared common
tasks in subdividing the wilderness and
adapting to strange new conditions.
Villages, towns and cities grew and
prospered, and the burgeoning population experienced a sense of belonging
and well-being.
The general religious awakening of
1739, the shabby treatment of the
"troops raised in America" to aid the
British against the French, the incompetence of the British commanders - many
factors combined to make the "Americans" proud of the sobriquet given them
in scorn by the British. At the end of the
wars with France, Great Britain attempted to impose both religious and
commercial restraints, the latter to
repair her own financial problems, with
little or no regard for those of the
colonies .
This slender volume digs deeply into
the roots of American history to show
that the Declaration of Independence
did not, in fact, spring full-grown from
the intellectual exercises of a few outstanding statesmen, but was a sturdy
native growth nurtured by years of experiences by the great majority of
Americans.
FOULKE FAMILY, compiled by Roy
A. Foulke. Second Edition, Revised
and Updated. (Bronxville, N.Y . Privately published, 1974. 256p., illus.,
ports., facsims., maps, index. n.p .)
While not a "western" item, this
painstakingly researched volume will be
of interest not only to relatives of the
Foulkes but also to genealogists for the
fascinating story of how Mr. Foulke un ravelled what seems to be a deliberate
forging of evidence by a professional
researcher whom he employed.

THE ROAD TO RAMADAN, by Mohamed Heikal. (New York, Quadrangle/the New York Times Book Co.
285p., illus., ports., index. $8.95)
"The inside story of how the Arabs
prepared for and almost won the October 1973 war" is told by a journalist
(editor-in -chief of AI Ahram) and minister of two portfolios. Heikal assesses the
strength and weaknesses of both sides,
the use of oil as a political weapon and
the outlook for the future. Interestingly,
he maintains that the oil embargo and
the resulting confusion greatly benefited the United States and strengthened
its position while weakening Japan and
Western Europe . The Road to Ramadan
will throw a new light on the festering
problems of the Middle East .
EMINENT WOMEN OF THE WEST,
by Elinor Richey. (Berkeley, HowellNorth Books, 1975. 263p., ports.,
bibliography, index. $7.95)
Elinor Richey gives a revealing description of the western heritage that
produced "exceptional daughters"
whose success can be attributed to an
emphasis on the individual and originality instead of binding women to the
family. "Unprecedented freedom and
stimulus to develop their own potential"
is what Elinor Richey describes as
having fostered the Eminent Women of
the West. She has chosen only nine from
a much larger list of possible candidates.
Imogene Cunningham, photographer;
Florence Sabine, medical researcher;
Abigail Scott Dunniway, newspaper
editor; Gertrude Atherton, writer;
Sarah Winnemucca, Indian; Gertrude
Stein, writer; Jeannette Rankin, suffragette; Isadora Duncan, founder of
modern dance; Julia Morgan, architect
are her representative Eminent Women
of the West. (By Trisha Whittaker)
IN A SACRED MANNER WE LIVE:
Photographs of the North American
Indian, by Edward S. Curtis . Intro-
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duction and commentary by Don D.
Fowler. (Barre, Mass., Barre Publishing, 1974. 147p., illus., bibliography .
paper, $5.95)
In A Sacred Manner We Live is an
attempt to make more accessible to the
public the work of Edward S. Curtis.
Devoting twenty-five years of his life to
the development of a photographic and
ethnographic record, Curtis compiled
The North American Indian . Published
in a limited edition of 500 sets, his massive twenty volume collection was at
once a masterpiece of the photographer's art and an invaluable record of the
vanishing North American Indian. In A
Sacred Manner We Live is a representative selection of text and photographs
from this original publication. (By
Trisha Whittaker)
AN ARMY WIFE ON THE FRONTIER: The Memoirs of Alice Blackwood
Baldwin, 1867-1877, edited by Rob ert C. and Eleanor B. Carriker.
(Salt Lake City, Published by the
Tanner Trust Fund, University of
Utah Library, 1975. ll8p., illus .,
ports ., index. Utah, the Mormons and
the West, v. 6. $8.00)
Recent increased interest in women's
rights has drawn attention to areas of
history hitherto ignored. One of the
most delightful prospects is that new
perspectives on the events of yesteryear
will emerge. We have heard and seen
the life of men in the Old West as men
have recounted and acted out the
drama, but Army Wife offers new in sights on the experience from the wife's
point of view. This book has the
additional advantage of coming from a
woman who worked closely with her
husband. Both were remarkable people,
and the volume is a very rich and
perceptive account of their lives for ten
years on the frontier. (By Trisha
Whittaker)
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Drawing by Anita Miller Elvidge

1Jn fallrmnrtam
JEAN HANNA CLARK 1919-1976
On December 6, 1975, blithe, beautiful Jean Hanna
Clark was touring the new Pacific Center for Western
Studies along with 150 other history buffs. She was enthused that her "Grampa" Muir's extensive collection of
papers was efficiently housed, and talked eagerly to Ron
Limbaugh concerning future Muir publications . On
December 26, a few days after abrupt pain hospitalized
her, surgery, in Carson City, Nevada, disclosed cancer. On
January 28, a week after her fifty-seventh birthday, Jean
Clark, who was vital, compassionate, charming and
generous, died.
Her husband, Noel A. Clark, Nevada's Public Service
Commissioner, her children, Isabel Gaines, Louise Powell,
and Ross de Lipkau, her brothers, sisters-in-law, and her
boss, Governor Michael O'Callaghan, whom she served as
administrative secretary attended a memorial service on
January 30. "She was a loyal and dedicated woman who
commanded the respect and admiration of all who knew
her," the Governor said, " ... a remarkable lady in every
way. "
Jean was born in Martinez, California on January 21,
1919, the sixth child and only daughter of Wanda Muir and
Tom Hanna. Inevitably, trying to compete with five qig
brothers made her a tomboy while the rural life and family
heritage shaped her as a conservationist. She raised three
children, lived in Martinez, Hawaii, Alaska, and, since
1957, Carson City. Her skill as a legal secretary, coupled
with an outstanding personality, was utilized by attorneys,
and in Nevada state agencies. After O'Callaghan was elected Governor in 1971, she was the first appointment he
made to his staff.
Besides fulfilling her official and social functions, Jean
made frequent talks on her famed grandfather and conservation , spearheaded the family decision to deposit the Muir
Papers at the University of the Pacific. She actively supported the Stuart Library and the John Muir National
Historic Site in Martinez, and worked on DEAR PAPA, a
book of letters between Wanda and John Muir. Her biggest
complaint, Jean said, "is lack of time to do all the things I
enjoy. "
Now family, friends and colleagues remember that time
with Jean was significant and often exciting, and sorrow
that her radiant tenure was so brief.
- Shirley Sargent
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(Geyserville- in Luther Burbank's and Jack London's Sonoma
County-is a small town in the Italian-Swiss wine country of
California where I spent my boyhood. The town is named after the
nearby steam geysers that today supply the geothermal power used
by the Pacific Gas and Electric Company's plant built on the site
and generating enough electricity to supply the city of San Francisco .... The poem recalls my first meeting with Jack London's
daughter Joan at the home of California's first Poet-Laureate, Ina
Coolbrith, who helped Bret Harte edit the Overland Monthly
during its earliest years .)

